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IS IMMIGRATION .und‘nn nxonus.

““The exodus from the Province of Que-
bec, we are told, is once more assum-
ing large proportions, but there is no|.
good reason why we should be discour-
_aged over that fact. Thereé always has
. been and always will be a certain ebb
and flow of population across the in-
ternational boundary line. What we

" have had to complain of In the past was
that it was mostly flow, with very little
&bb. This cannot be said of the peopl

J portl and,; thp [ndllltﬂu ]
pisne ! rays be
tial elt' bas-

n o be 0; Principles
gulde our present immigration
policy. . . No one contradicts tho;propo- {
sition that whlt this country' wants

ls,.populauon, !
#nd \#‘pi propos! ah..' stands the
mast sekrching. * exami © | Bvery
large project that has ever been er-|
taken is based on that as l.tundMnml
‘axiom. The enormous expendlmre on
canals, the pushing of a raliway’ across
the gpqthg;t through? an unpeopled
wilderdess, the m tiplication of branch
Tines, have all hed that purpose in view.
We are at the preeent, moment. n,t the
u’newut of the proocess. Wq&hlvc
incurred (the  burdéns,! but are “only
at the beglnnlnc of the rea.lint.lon of

the objects. What will happen ‘when
‘results n'to confe in is plain enough.
Incre population’ will diminish the

national individual burdens and reduce
rates of transportation, so that the eco-
nomically habitable radius will - tend
continually to mw greater.  The vast-
er the volume of traffic to'and fro the
more cheaply can the service be rend-
ered. This boon increased population
wlll give, so that the situation As

\t ‘each’ #ettler added to thé pdpula:
tion makes it measurably easler for
{hose Who are already here to make
:their homes and. mmir Jivelihood in
the D “General assent Is given
to that seltievidént proposition, which
makes it all the more remarkable that
when a batch of new settlers arrive on
our shores we . immediately become
acutely critical, and the -plrlL in which
‘they are recelved can searcely be call-
ed enthusiastic. Is it because some
of them are torugl\,n. speak a different
tongue and desire to live together?
These are but ary drawbacks,
The west is decidedly assimilative,and
a generation will have largely oblit-
erated these dividing lines. . In the
meantime the industry of the settlers
will have brought many acres under the

who are now leaving Quebec, however,
for it is altogether probable that many
. .of those who are now going out have
_ alfready been In the United' Btates.
During 1893-94, when factories were
closing all over the United States and
the labor market was glutted, there was
© & marked backwash of population to
Quebec. Previous to that period a tra-
veller through the Province was aston-
.shed at the number of empty farm-
' “houses whose occupants had gone to
_.the United States. The farms were
not, abandoned, but, having ceased to
be profitable, the oWwners had gone
uwc’b. h’oﬁlng at some future time to re-
Jf tarn ‘and cultivate their fields. This
Lope was }eallxed in a great many: in-
llum durlns 1893 and, lublequent
1" Yeers, and on every road in Quebes fires
1 were rell‘hted on hearths that had been
}cn: cold. A great many of the re-
'-"lﬁht‘ng travellers had no farms to 30

o Jm thelr sole objéct being to make the‘

old Provinee their hHome until repewed

prosperity in the States should restore,
them to employment. The present exo-1

o1 dusis’ne doubt swelled by these. There
is good ground for hope, however. that|
the great broportlon of those who re-
turned to the farm will still find jt to

= nidielr: interest -to - stay there. ‘Both the
Federal and Local Governments have
directed a great deal of attention to the
Improvemént ot a‘rlculture in Quebec,
tnd ongruult of their efforts has been.
to establish a flourishing dairying in-
dustry, It.s:a business well suited to

a Province vich in grass lands and with
an _industrious, économical and pains-
lkinx _population. We may be sure,
¥ “{)ién, that many who Peturned Wil find
their farms sufficiently remunerative to

_ make It unnecessary to seek fortune
eIzewhere.

200 Bnany event there will always be a
large outflow of population in Quebec.
The natural increase in that, Province

'3%ifs o 'great that it quite transcends the

.- supply of -desirable agricultural land.
The result is that the young people
icokK to the citles as the next best place
to earn a; Jivelihood.” They crowd in-
to Montreal, Quebec, Hull, S8herbrooke,
8t. John's and St. Hyacinthe, but there
arc ten pairs of hands for every job to

*  ba done, and the consequence is that the
overflow finds its way to the fnclorlel
q! New England. Thousands of their
countrymen and countrywomen are al-
rcady there, and the newcomers find
themselves quite at home. This move-
ment is bound to go on, and all that
can be done is to take whatever steps
can be suggested to at least. lessen it.
An fon to the industries of Que-
tec is one of the most promising meth-
ods of arresting it, and with the mul-
tiplication of such industries as the
cctton mill at Montmorency, which
manufactures for export exclusively,
considerable will be done in this way,
The protectionist plan is to create in
dustries by high taxation, but even if
the home market could be wholly de-
livered into the hands of Canadian man.

ufacturers it would not afford employ-

ment for more than a fraction of the ex:
uberant population of that Province. If
hey are to be employed it must be or
oducts for which large markets car

_natural increase of the hom¢
t will undoubtedly help, however

he west. The high taxatior
cause it places a burden or
a. calling in whict
there must %uperlty it the .coun
*__,,h:,, is to .advance at all. Mak
farming profitable and the rest will fol
J low. The attempt to build up indus
. tries without that as a basis is boun(
to_be futile and disastrous. To en
asavor to keep the young people of th
Province of Quebec at home by build
. ing UD Industries at the expense of th
!u-mlnl population would end in .in
© creasing the exodus.: The rational pro
- cess In’m increase the number of pao
ple engaged in the fundamental indus
«rids; I’ agriculture, ‘mining, fishing ani
iumbesing.. . The .tollers who have
71! mn! ‘thetr wmu will lmreuo e

gh, the product of thelr labors will
hn.vc increased the wealth and trade of
the country and added to the revenues
of the railways and steamboats, and
their wants, few though. they may be
at first, will bring business to the fac-
tory and to the merchant.

But the immigration to the west this

geason and last has not been
wholly: . of ' this description. It
is probable that the outflow to
the United States in the east

has been more than matched by the
inflow: from the United States in the
west. ' ‘This could never have been sald
before in our history, and it is a new
development which will, we believe,
continue and grow. It is the natural
result of changed conditions. The United
‘States has little more virgin soil to of-
fer -the settler, so that the man look-
ing for that has now on this continent
to turn his eyes to Canada. Our im-
m!grnlon department is awake to the
situatfon, and a. migration whose ex-
tent in the future can scarcely be

prediéted has already begun.
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