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THE PROBLRN -
OF THE WEST.

Presbyterians Decide Uy -
on a Most Import-
ant Step.

A CRUCIAL TIME

Three Men to Replace the Late
Dr. Robertson.

MISSIONARY NIGHT.

Prinocipal Patrick’s Remarkable
Speech—The Foreign Elements in
the Northwest--A Fraternal In-
terlude,

The work of the General Assembly
yesterday was marked by the taking of
an exceedingly important step. The
problem of the west, as Principal Pat-
rick, the new head of Manitoba Col-
lege, styled it, lies very heavily upon
the heart of the Assembly, and yester-
day afternoon this great problem was
faced, and the decision taken to replace
the late Rev. Dr. Robertson by not
one, but three, Superintendents of the
work. ‘The taking of this decision may
be counted a species of triumph for the
men who are in a sense the leaders of
the church. The recommendation of the
Home Mission Committes to this effect,
it is known, was received by the church
at large with a certain degree of hesi-
tancy, the step seeming a daring one.
When the recommendation came up Rev.
Dr. Warden, the Convener of the
committee, supported it in a speech of
great force. Addressing the Assembly
at quite ynnsual length for him, em-
ploying all his mastery of facts and de-
tail, and speaking in terms of the ut-
most gravity, he pressed upon the As-
sembly the urgency of the situation at
this eritical juncture. Mr. Charlton
re-echoed his words, and .then Principal
Patrick, the successor of the late Rev.
Dr. King In Mapitoba College, presented
the “problem of the west” to the As-
sembly with such mastery, power and

.. commanding elogquence that the work

begun by Dr. Warden was completed.
Hesitation was fairly overborne, and
emid a thrill of very real emotion the
recommendation was passed by an ab-
solutely unanimous vote.

In the morning the affairs of the col-
leges were discussed, reference to
Queen’s celiciting’ a beautiful eulogy of
Principal Grant, penetrating in insight
and exquisite in phrase, from Princi-
pal Caven.” In the course of the after-
noon a pleasant interlude was afford-
ed by a fraternal visit from delegations
from thre Anglican Synod and the Meth-
odist Conference. The evening was de-
voted to foreign missions, an inspiring
meeting being held.

College Reports.

The affairs of the colleges were dis-
cussed at the morning sederunt of the
General Assembly. Rev. Dr. Gordon of
Halifax presented the report of the
Presbyterian College, Halifax. The col-
lege has had a fairly good year finan-

clally. The debt against the fund a
year ago of $1,448 has been paid. All
expenses have been met and the ad-

verse balance on March 1 was only
$124. The receipts for the year were
§13,200, as against $10,905 for the pre-
ceding year. The income from invest-
ments was §8,046, as against $6,913 for
the previous year. The expenditure
was $11,876. The debt on the new col-
lege building has been somewhat * re-
duced. 'The rteport was adopted.

Rev. W, T. Herridge reported verbally
on behalf of Morin College, Quebec, an
institution which hns become practically
defunct. Rev. E. Scott, one of the
Board of Governors, stated that he had
received no call to a meeting of the
board this year; last year it was de-
cided to keep open nominally by con-
ducting a few classes on high school
lines. A committee was appointed to
investignte the affairs of the college,
especially with a view to ascertaining
whether the church had any claim to
any portion of the endowment.

The report of the Presbyterian Col-
lege. Montreal, was presented by Prof.
Scrimger. The college ‘has had a pros-
perous year, the receipts being $15,715,
and the expenditure 385 less than this.
During the year a bequest of $10,000
was received for the scholarship en-
dowment fund, in addition to $1,400 for
the endowment of a memorial scholar-
ship. There has also been added to the
nrd]:;nnry endowment fund the sum of
£35,157, of which $30,000 came from the
Century Fund and $5,000 from Mrs.
John Redpath of Montreal.

Fewer Theological Students. !

Prof. Serimger, in commenting upon
the report, drew attention to the de-
crease of numbers of candidates for the
ministry. He moved a. resolution
ndopting the report, expressing pleasuro
that its condition was 8o satisfactory,
thanking the benefactors, and urging
niinisters to look out in their congrega-
tions for suitable candidates for the min-
Istry.

Rev. Dr. Black, in seconding the mo-
tion, dwelt at some length upon the
falling off in candidates for the minis-
sy, and recited a number of reasonz
which might be responsible for the de-
crease.

The Colleges at Fault?

Rov. Dr. McMullen of Woodstock
agreed that,the church was faced by a
€risig
ell ministers and elders. He quoted
opinions that the majority of educated
Yyoung men were of unsettled religious
views. Some of the cauges for the fall-
ing off in the number of candidates lay
in the colleges themselves. There had
been a weakening of tho authority of

which should be considered by’

God’s holy word in some of the colleges;
he did not ‘want to go into particulars.
The church was tolerating and winking
at that which, in black and white, was
unsettling the faith.

Rev. Dr. Thompson of Sarnia suggest-
ed that it would be better to wait till
the reports of all the colleges were pre-
sented. :

Dr. McMullen replied that he had said
what he desired to.

Prof. McNaughton of Queen’s express-
ed a desire to say someo of the vast
amount of things which were to be said
on the other side.

Rev. Dr. Warden pointed out that this
ngatter would come up in the discussion
"on an overture from the Presbytery ol

a committee on the colleges.

Principal McVicar remarked that the
remedy for what was complained of—
whether with sufficient reason or not, he
would not at this moment attempt to
determine—lay in one word, in an in-
crease in the spiritual life of the church.
He was not prepared to say that asceptic-
ism wase particularly rampant in|Canada.
Ho did not believe it, and he depre-
cated general remarks upon the colleges.
The one with which he had for thirty-
three years been associated was not per-
meateg with scepticism. -

The Affairs of Queen’s,

Mr. G. M. Macdonnell, K.C., present.
ed the report of Queen's Univeraity.
The Board of Trustees of Queen’s Uni-
versity reported that the total number
of students registered last session. was
820—in the faculty of arts, 407; in
medicine, 187; in practical science, 105;
in theology, 31. leven men completed
their theological course. . Reference was
made in the report to the proposed
severance of connection between the
General Assembly and the university
and to the death of Principal Grant,
The expenditure for the year was $57,
422, the deficiency being $8,256. As the
deficiency in former years amounted to
$8,262, the actual operntions of the
year showed a balance of §6.

Mr. Macdonnell devoted his remarks
mainly to the proposed severance of re-
lations between the university and the
church. He traced the history of the
movement from 1874, when, on the oo-
casion of the union, it was not felt
desirable that the church should retain
control of the university, and the uni-
-versity was accordingly given a con-
stitution which made it a practically in-
dependent corporation. He traced the
gradual progress towards independence,
and explained the proposed constitution.
As a graduate he would say that they
as sons of Queen’s did not look upon the
impending step as a radical one, or as
one which would essentially alter the
spirit of Queen's, They considered that
what was being done was the legiti-
mate outcome of what had been going on
since 1874; was, in fact, the result of
the planting of Queen’s as a free and
open university. The legal effect of the
change would be that the university
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would become absolutely, technically and
legally independent of the church; there
would remain historic associations, and
spiritually Queen’s would be a child of
the church, and there would subsist
between them the relation of parent
and child. Mr. Macdonnell concluded by
referring to the splendid spirit shown
by the students in raising $34,000 for

ing terms to the late Priucipal Grant.

Principal Forrest.

Principal Forrest of Dalhousie Uni-
versity made a reference to his inti-
mate personal relations with Principal
Grant; they had been born within two
miles of each other, their families had
been friends before they were born, his
fathr had dressed the wound when the
future Principal Grant lost his right
hand. He paid a high tribute to his
work and unselfishness, and, passing on,
expressed satisfaction at the progress of
Queen’s. - He could not help feeling that,
much as Canada had done for her col-
lege in the past, the great work had
only begun. He referred to the mag-
nificent equipment of American univer-
gities, and said that Canadians needed
to make efforts to keep their institu-
tions abreast of the times. As for what
Dr. McMullen had said, he counld say
that there never had been a period in
the history of Dalhousiec University
when the religious and moral element
had been more in evidence than on that
very day. As for the declinein the num-
ber oi ministers, it must be remember-
ed that in Nova Scotia at all events
the idea had gone abroad some
years  before that there were
too many candidates for the minis-
try. It was always more difficult to get
soldiers for duty in peace times than
when a war was in progress. If the
ministers would go to their congrega-
tions and tell them what need there was
for men, the time would not he far dis-
tant when the demand would be supgplied.
He remarked in conclusion that the num-'
ber of students taking Greck in his own'
university was a sign that there were u|
large number of men in the universities
contemplating entrance to the ministry.

Principul Forrest concluded by moving
o resolution expressing gratification nt‘
the good work done by Queen’s and in-
cluding a tribute to the life and work
of Principal Grant.

Principal Caven.

Principal Caven secconded this in a
speech of great power and preclsion of’
expression. He expressed gratification
at the success of Queen’s, whose progress,
he remarked, had been especially great
during the last ten years. It had tak-
en its place unquestionably as the uni-

versity of eastern Ontario. Apart
from Toronto University Queen’s
had no competitor in  the Pro-

fnce. With regard to the proposed
changes Mr. Macdonnell’s statement, so
far as his knowledge went, was eontire-
Iy accurate. It had been stipulated at
the time of tho union that Queen’s
should be in o certain sense-independ-
ent ; the Board of Trustees was self-
perpetuating and neither the trustees
nor the professors had been appointed
by the Assembly. The proposition was

that the arts faculty should be separat-

d from the church nominally, even as
t had in reality been separated from
he church since 1875. The theological
aculty, on the other hand, would be
wwought into close relations with the
leneral Assembly.

Principal Caven, in conclusion, made
eference to the death of Principal
srant, his words being uttered with evi-
lence of strong emotion. Principal
Grant, he said, was a notable man, a
nan of large faculty, of marve]lous ver-
satility both in faculties and in at-

tainments. His force in earrying out

Toronto asking for the appointment of:

Grant Hall, and by referring in affect- |-

his convictions was almost abnormal,
and ho united to these qualities a gen-
tle and singularly kindly manner. His
nature was one of strength and gentle-
ness combined. In the General Assembly,
Principal Caven remarked, the late Prin-
cipal had on several occasions been in
n minority, and yet those who did not
agree with him had not loved him the
less for his "enunciation of his views.
This had been shQwn in connection with
his attitude upon the important question
now before the public. Speaking person-
nlly, Principal Caven observed that al-
though he frequently had not been able
to concur in the sentiments of Principal
Grant that gentleman had always com-
mended his respect and retained his af-
fection. He was not only honest—they
all in the Assembly were honest—but
he was uncommonly frank. The idea
had taken root in his mind that the
community was a moral unit. He did
not draw the line between civil and re-
ligious activity, as the speaker as an
old secceder would be disposed to do.
A great part of his writings were de-
voted to toning up tho conscience of the
State. That was in large measure the
key to his life. Principal Caven alluded
to the touching incidents of the close
of Principal Grant’s life, and went on
to refer to the manner in which the
lato Principal would be missed in the
General Assembly., Whether they agreed
with him or not, they had listened to
him _with admiration of his talent and
of the fine moral atmosphere with which
he was accustomed to surround every
subject which he discussed. The General
Assembly had greatly changed in his
memory, the speaker said, in conclusion,
but the church of God lived forever.

Other Speeches.

Rev. Dr. Milligan spoke in support of
the motion, speaking of the providen-
tlal evolution which had marked tha
history of Queen’s, and declaring that
the removal of the Principal would not
affect the work of the university.

Rev. Mr. McClain of Belleville point-
ed out that the changes were proposed,
itself and the wuniversity., This was
not decided upon.

Rev. Dr. Ross of Montreal suggested
a motion that the committec appointed
to confer with the trustees of Queen’s
University be instructed to intimate
that, while the General Assembly de-
sires to leave the trustees free to take
such action as they think advisable, yet
the church would cordially welcome a
continnance of the relations between
ruled out of order.

Principal Forrest’s motion was car-
ried and the Assembly adjourned.

The Home Mission Problem.

The first thing which came up in the
afternoon sederunt was the question of
appointing  Superintendents for _the
home misison work in the west. Rev.
Dr. Warden presented the recommenda-
tion of the western section of the Home
Mission Committee, that a field Super-
intendent be appointed for each of the
two Synods west of Lake Superior, and
a General Superintendent in addition.
The doctor’s speech in presenting this
was extremely cogent and powerful. He
sketched the enormous growth of the
work and the urgent need for such ap-

ointments. Ifc pointed out the num-

er of Superintendents employed in por-
tions of the field with far fewer congre:
gations and smaller area than the west,
and enlarged upon the enormous oppor-
tunities of expansion which confront the
church. He urged that every new
group of settlers entering the country
shanld within the first vear have a man
furnished them. From a monetary point
of view the salaries of the proposed Sup-
srintendents would be more than made
rood by the reductions to be expected in
the grants for augmentation through
the stimulus they would give to the
congregations.  On the result of this
vote depended in no small degrce the
future of the church in the whole Do-
minion,

Mr. Charlton Seconds It.

Mr. John Cliarlton, M.P., seconded
the motion. Ife was greatly impressed
with the magnitude of the territory and
the work. They stood on the eve of a
crucial time. The last section of vir-
gin arable land on the continent was
about to be filled. The church must
put forth its utmost efforts to hold that
country.

Principal Patrick.

Principal Patrick of Manitoba Col-
lege spoke to the motion, this
being his first appearance in the
General Assembly, and his receplion
heing execedingly hearty. His address
in support of the proposal was a deliv-
erance of ;reat power, breadth, discern-
ment and originality, and placed him in-
stantly in the recognition of the Assem-
bly as one of the leaders of the church.
His first words dealt with the great in-
rush of population into the Northwest.
Exaggerated estimates had been made of
the numbers pouring in, but it was cer-
tain that this year would see the settle-
ment of & much greater body of imimi-
grants than had ever yet entered that
land. The elements of this immigration
were of even more importance than its
proportions.  There were the Ameri-
cans, the foreigners, and immigrants
from the mother land.  The largest
volume came from_the United States.
Some difference of opinion existed as to
these settlers ; so far as he could judge,
they should welcome these incomers,
many of whom were of Canadian origin.
At the same time, the ecaution uttered
on the previous evening was not inoppor-
tune, and they should take care that
those who wéro coming in from the
other side were Canadianized as soon as
possible.  As for the foreign eclement,
if they were of Scandinavian or Ger-
man origin they were satisfactory. As
for the Galicians, Rev. Dr. Robertson
had held that so far as physique was
concerned they were admirable, while
with regard to thrift, economy, diligence
and sobriety they were on an equality
with the Scoteh.  As far as their men-
tal qualities were concerned, Dr. Patrick
stated that most competent observers
seemed to think that they were singu-
larly flexible, that they took if any-
thing too rapidly the Canadian stamp.
They. were rejoicing in their freedom,
they sought to learn the Iinglish ton-
gue, they were rather too ready to adopt
Fnglish ways. The settlers from the
old land were too few, and they could
not expect much increase in their num-
bers, for Great Britain was an industrial
and manufacturing nation, while the
west wanted farmers. Was the pro-
gress of the present day likely to be per-
manent ! Dr. Patrick asked; and he re-
called the fact that the United States
{Las no further unappropriated fertile

ands, and that the only unexhausted
‘ertile land on the’ continent belonged
:0 Canada. The stream of settlement,
e believed, would flow stendily and be
permanent. .

The Problem of the West.

What was the duty of the Generall

Assembly with regard to the future ex-
pansion of the west?  They did not
know where the immigrants would set-
tle. They must not be precipi-
tate ; they must await the settlers,
and the moment any scttlement was
effccted their ministrations must be
brought to them. Their work was the
Christianizing and Canadianizing of all
new settlers; if they were Christians
they had to Canadianize them. The
work was hard; it was also costly. The
problem of the west was a vague phrase,
Lut a necessary one, for all thg pro-
blems of that great region were co-
related. It was a problem which need-
ed the utmost attention. It was a
problem which needed the services of
two or three men specially appointed to
study it. to meditnte upon it. He np-
proved most heartily of the proposition
before the General Assembly. ‘The
time was not far distant when even
more numerous agents would be requir-
ed. The work could not be carried on
from Toronto, nor from Winnipeg. The
instructions given by the General As-
sembly to theso agents must be of the
most general kind. They must select
thelr men carefully, trust them largely,
and stand by them. It was to be ex-
pected that they soon would need to
crente a clags of subordinate agents.
Presbyterianism was not necessarily a
rigid system, and if it should prove
necessary some of their arrangements
must be modified- He had long cherish-
ed the conviction, Principal = Patrick
went on, that they should long before
that have asked for a band of pioneers
to go to the most difficult posts, instead
of sending untried men to these, He
would create a volunteer band of five,
six or twelve men to go to these hard-
est fields. These men should be sent
disembarrassed of care as to their stip-
ends. They should be men who could
casily obtain fixed charges in the moro
settled districts. Again, they should
make a far greater appeal to their eld-
ers. Why should they not maintain the
ordinances of religlon in the outlying
districts ? Were their elders inferior to
the Methodist local preachers ? He add-
ed a suggestion that every colleze head
and the ministers of some of the most
important charges in the east should be
sent to labor for three months in the
west. They would come back apostles
of the west. :
The Foreign Element,

Principal Patrick went on to discuss
the foreign elements in the west. Two
important bodies might in a sense be
set aside, the Mennonites and the Douk-
hobors, for they were unlikely to receive
accessions from abroad. He wished that
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the Manitoba Government would insist
upon compulsory education, for the
more rigid Mennonites were becoming
daily more illiterate. It was a sad thing
that a people of such purity and dili-
gence should be actually more illiterate
than when they settled in Canada. With
regard to the Doukhobors, he urged
Canadians to think generously of a pco-
ple of sueh high moral character, of
such genuine religion, and who had made
such vast sacrifices. In this connection
Principal Patrick urged that advances
should be made to the German churches,
They expected their people to become
Canadians, and they should seek to have
thie church in the west united. Could
they not offer representatives of the
German churches honorary seats at
their Presbyteries ?

Next Principal Patrick discussed the
question of the Galicians, entering into
the curious and complicated matter of

the claim of the Romgn Catholie,
Clureh that the Galicinnd belong to!
that communion, that they are Uniats
—ij.0., Greek Christings in  com-
munion with the Roman Cath-
olic Chureh. As~ a matter of

fact this was true with regard to the
areater number of Galicians, but those
of the Province of Bukowina, from
which the majority of the immigrants
come, belonged to the Greek communion,
Even when the Galicinns did belong to
the Roman communion this was imposed
upon them from ahove, and the great
body of them were at heart Greek, and
not Roman. In any event, they were
heginning to realize that they were in a
free land, and wished to be ireed from

priestly domination, and to provide
their  own ordinances. The church
should help them in  this. They
had gone in among them and

had started schools. The Galicians, at
first suspicious, were now grateful, and
were anxious to master the English
tongue. ’

Principal Patrick closed by urging the
adoption of the report.

On the vote bheing taken the motion
was carried unanimously.

Rev. Dr. Warden moved that a com-
mittee be appointed to-name the threo.
superintendents, whose appointment was.
thus authorized, and decide as to their

_salary and other duties. This was cax-

ried,
Sir Thomas Taylor presented the re-
port of the Commitiee on the Protection

-of Church Property, emphasizing in so

doing the need for the collection of
statisties as to the extent, title, ete., of’
the property held by the congregations..
The report was accepted.

Fraternal Greetings.

At this juncture fraternal delegations
representing the Church of England andl
the Methodist Church iwere received.

The Anglican delegation was composedl| P

of Ven. Archdeacon Allan, Rev. Canom
Sheraton, Rev. Prof. Clark, Rev. Prof.,
Cody, Dr. N. W. Hoyles, Mr. J. C.
Morgan and Col. O’'Brien. The Metho-
dist delegation cousisted of Rev. Dr.
‘Cleaver and Dr. J. J. Maclaren, K.C.
The delegations were recelved with cor-
diality.

Archdeacon Allan read the resolutiorn:
which had been passed by the Anglican
Synod. He had pleasurs in being the
bearer o am olive branch of peace to-

wards the General Assemblfr. He d_is-‘
cussed the question of Christian unity)
with much taet, arousing hearty ap-]
plause by expressing the hope that the
time might come when every Christian
minister wherever he saw a temple erect-
ed to God could go in, join in its ser-
vices and ofliciate at its altar. Rev.
Prof. Clark and N.W. Hoyles, I{.C, also
delivered pleasmiit addresses. Rev. Dr.
Cleaver delivered an excellent address,
in the course of which he alluded to
the need for co-operation, and Dr. Mac-
laren spoke with acceptance. The Mod-
erator replied in suitable terms.

On motion of Rev. Dr. Warden it was
decided to appoint a committee to nom-
innte delegations to puy fraternal vis-
its to the varfous church courts such
as the General Synod of the Angli-
can Chureh, of standing similar to the
General Assembly.

Sabbath School Publications.
The report on Sabbath school publi-

cations was presented by Rev. Dr.
Warden.

The report noted enlargements and’
improvements in the various publica-

tions, which have commended themselves
to the church. The general business in
the full list of Sabbath school supplies
sold by _the publications’ office has great-
ly enlarged. The receipts were §37,693,
including a cash balance: of $6,510; the
disbursements were $20,119, so that the
cash balance has been increased to §8,-
573. The assets show an excess over
linbilities of $12,038, being $1.813 more
than in the previous year. The report.
stated that the feeling of the committee
was that the time had come for the ad-
dition of a senior paper. The appoint-
ment of Rev. J. M. Duncan of Wood-
ville by the committes t& be associate
editor was reported.

In speaking to the motion to accept
the report, Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, the
editor of the Sabbath school publica-
tions, acknowledged the layal support
which the Sabbath echools of the
churches had given them at every ad-
vance they had made. Mo referred at
gome length to the need for a new pub-
licatfon for young people of fourteen and
upwards.

p(’)n motion of Rev. Dr. Somerville the
action of the board in appointing Rev.
J. MeD. Duncan to le assistant editor
wns homologated. Mr. Duncan was in-
troduced to the Assembly, and spoke
briefly. Some discussion as to the pos-
sibility of providing literature for the
Freneli Sabbath achools closed this or-
der of Dbusiness.

Toreign Missions in the Evening.
The evening sederunt was devai-1 to
foreign missions, and the chw.i v ag
well tilled.

the report of the eastern section =i -
Foreign Mission Committee, compiicir
the missians in the New Hebriden,

in

did, Demerara, and Corea.

manga tribal wars had pre
through the influence of 11 misdeary
ence had been restored.  The "“3factyr
Church” at Frromanga, which had been
ruined by a*hurricane, had been restor-
ed. The aggressions of the French, it
was noted, continue. "It wan noted
with pleasure that the Unlted States
have joined with Great Britain in pro-
hibiting the sale of liquor, opium, arms
and ammunition to natives. In Trini-
dad and Demerara good progress was re-
ported.  The educational Institutions
under the care of the mission are flour-
ishig.  The dmcome of the migsion was

2ev. Dr, Faleoner pre- =ty

| from that district.

t

$34,053, of which $17,772 came from Can-
ada, $21,100 from the Government for
the schools and $6,578 from the native
church.” In Corea an encouraging state
of affairs was reported, A notable
event was the going out of the father
of one of the missionaries, Mr. John
Grierson, Dr. Falconer moved the ad-
option of the report.

Encouraging Reports.

Rev. Dr. R. P. Mackay seconded this,
presenting the report for the western
section, embracing the missions of For-
mosa, Central India, Monan, Shanghai,
the Chinese_in (Canada, Macao and the
Indians in Canada. The fears enter-
tained as to the effect of the death of
tev. Dr. Mackay had happily proved
groundless, and Mr. Gould, his success-
or, has taken a firm hold of the work.
In  Central India an increase in the
girls and boys in the mission was re-
ported, and an increase in the famine
fund was reported to be neceseary. The
concentration of these children into one
or two centres was also recommended.
The committee reported that it had ac-
cepted the resignation of Rev. Dr.
Wilkie, who had found it impossible to
work in  harmony with his col-
lengues.  The report from Honan
was most hopeful. = The native church,
though severely persecuted, had proved
faithful.  The return of the mission-
aries had been something of an ovation.
Hard work was reported from Shanghai,
the hope being expressed that a Chinese
National Church will be developed.. Re-
ferring to the Chinese in Canada, Dr.
Mackay stated that the work in Maeao,
which is just being started, las been
forced upon_the committee Ly the-Chi-
nese in Canada, who nearly all come
In this connection
he stated that the Chinese Sabbath
schools under Preshyterian auspices in
Toronto had contributed $245 for the
work among the Chinese in British Col-
umbin, = Another cirewmnstance which
he mentioned was that a Chinese Chris-
tian who was 'going home got a couplo
of sermons preached into a
and "t phonograph is 1ow being work-
ed in China.

The Finances.

Tha report further stated that the re-
ceipts for the eastern scetion were $38,-
761, of which sum $2,688 came irom the
legacy fund, and $13.200 from the W.
F. M. §. The expenditure was $43,304.
The receipts of the western division wers
§1£1,602.  Only $48,266 of this was con-
tributed Dby = congregations, Sabbath
schools and Young People’s Sacicties, an
amount which was regarded as disap-
pointing. YTrom the W, F. H. 8., To-
ronto, came $4,483. The balance on
hand for this sectiom is $13,612 due
largely to the suspension of the work
in Honan. )

The foreign mission reserve receipts

| wera $57,320, of which $20,545 eama from

last year. Of the remainder $15,000 came
from the century fund. The disburse-
ments from this fund were 812,320, leav-
ing a credit balance of $45,000.

Rev. A. P. Ledingham of Central In-
dia was introduced to the General As-
sembly.

Work Among the Indians.

Rev. J. A, Sinclair, Superintendent of
the Regina Industrial School,gave & most
interesting sketch of the work among
the Indians in the west. He told ‘of
the steps taken to teach the Indians
hundicrafts, and aroused applause by,
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honograph,’

stating that one of the graduates of the
school has been for some time in South
Afriea, with the 2nd C. M. R., fighting
the battles of the empire. He had gona
out with the objeet of showing that
the Indians were as bravev as their fel
low-Canadians.

Judge Forbes of St. John, N.B., relat-
ed impressions gathered during n visit
to Trinidad and Demerara. His deserip-
tion of the striking and Dpicturesque
scenes of the work among the coolies
in the West Indies was vivid and most
interesting.

Rev. Dr. McClure, o returned mission-
ary from China. gave an interesting
sketeh of medical nissionary work in
Chiua. He told of the magnitude of the
work, and added a description of the
persecutions endured by the native
Christian church; their constancy, he
said, should repel the charge that they
were “rice-Christians.”” He also noted
the changed attitude of the officials to
the misslonaries., Tho country had been
moved by the events of the past 'two
years as it had not been moved in cen-
turies. The people, he said, know the
folly of the Government in seeking to
exterminatle foreigners, and were dis-
posed to listen to the gospel as naever
before. .

Rev. W. A, Wilson, a returned wmis-
sionary from central India, gave a
sketeh of the work in that region. Rev,
Mr. Maleolm, from China, spoke brisfly.

Rev. Thurlow Fraser, who is going
out ta Formosa, spoke briefly.

The Moderator then addressed the
Fcnﬂcmen who are going to the mission
ield, . Messrs.. Thurlow Fraser, J. H.
Druce, Archibald Ewing, D. G. Cock and
Dr. Gilbert, telling them that they liad
the support of the church in addressing

“themselves to the difficult work before

them: and bidding them Godspeed.
The Work in China.

Rev. Murdoch Mackenzie was the fln-
al speaker, his address being a scries of
pictures setting forth with singular
vividness and power the scenes of mis-
sionary life in China, and the need of
the Chinese for the Gospel. He conclud-
ed with an exceedingly graphic and mov-
ing description of the troubles of two
years ago, aud a peroration of great
eloquence.

This afternoon au excursion will be
held to Niagara.

At 1he Assembly communion service,
which will e held at 4 p.an. to-morrow.
in Bloor Street Church, to which others
than commissioners will be welcome, &
collection will ho taken up in aid of the
Atlin work. The sum of $500 is re-
quired.



