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MORE ABOUT
THMIGRATION,

Mr. Cockshutt Returns to the
Attack, but is Routed.

AN INDISCREET LETTER.

Immigration Agent’s Offer: to
Supply Mechanics.

aning of Mr. Cockshutt’'s Com-
manication Interpreted by Hon.
#rank Oliver as Proposal to
Empty Crowded Tenoemants
Eunrope Into Canada.

of

(Speciatl Despatch te The Globe.)

Ottawa, Jan. 16.—The immigretion
polivy of the Government was again un-
der discuesion in the Houso to-day, Mr.
Coolmhutt submitting a motion urging
retrenchment,  Mr. Oliver ably defend-
ed the policy of the Interior Depart-
ment, and gave some striking illustra-
tions of its ruccess. Replying to the
pssertions that the Government were en:
couraging the importation of skilled
mechanica, the Minister quotod’ an ad-
vertisement from an English newspaper
which was signed by tho London 1epre-
eentative of the Canadian Manufactur-
ers’ Association, and which stated that
there was & demand in Canada, for skill-
el workers in all trades.

Mrv, Yorter's bill to amend the in-
gpection and sales act was read o first
time.  1ts intention is to make the
laws of the Dominion and of the Pro-
vinee of Ontario uniform. The differ-
ence between them at present makes it
difiienlt to enforce whichever law an
gnformation may b luid udder.

To Keep Out Deadly Weapons,

In introducing his bill to amend the

fnumigration act, Mr. Lewis explained
that ‘it was aimed at preveniing for-
eigners bringing in concealed weapons,

aund giving authority to the proper of-'

ficials to deport, if dcemed necessary,
the persons attempting to bring them in.
Mr. Lewis read a numbor of newspaper
veports showing the prevalence of the
use ol Jangerous weapons by foreigners
in vurious parts of the counlry in sup-
port of his plea that some measuro
such as he propoesod should be adopt-
ed.  The bill was rvead a tivav time.
Sir Frederiek Borden, veplying to Mr.
Dnedonell, said the Board of Officers
appointed by the Minister of MMilitia to
Inquire into the pay and other ques-
tions coneerning officers and men of tha
&nermanenc corps had not yet reported,
bt he expected they would do so be-
dore the close of the financial year.
Mr. Oliver, replying to Mr. Lavergne
of Montmagoy, zave the detalls of the
bonuses paid on immigrants, and stated
that the total paid since 1900 was $S690,-
€08.  To Mr. Smith (Nanaimo) he said
complaints had been mude to tho Gov-
ernment concerning the treatment of
§rnmigrants for Canada. The Govern-
ment medieal inspectors examined the
ships as well as the immigrants, but not
the food supplies, that being under the
oontrol of the Imperial Board of Trade.

Mr, Cochshutt on Immigration,

Mr. Cockshutt moved “that in consid-
eration of the great congesiion that at
present prevails in the labor market in
many of the industrial centres through-
out the country it is highly expedient
that assisted immigration, excepting only
the agricultural and domestic servant
classes, should immediately cease, and
that no further bonuses shall be paid to
individual agents or companies for aend-
ing or bringing in such immigrants ;
further, that the time has come for the
strict enforcement of the law thst re-
quires that only the financially, morally
and physically fit shall be allowed to cn-
ter this Dominion as settlers.”

Speaking to thie, he took exception to
soime remarks in a speech made. in the
Jou<e by ton. Frank Oliver December
17, and in partienlar to the Minister's
reference to a letter forwarded to his de-

artment with an enclosure from one of
Mr. Cockshutt’s constituents. The Min-
ister’s allegation, based upon thesa docu-
meats, that Mr, Cockshutlt had proposed

1
to empty the tenements of Eurcpe into :
the city of Brantford, could mot, he ar- -
gued, fairly be made on vither the let-
ter or the enclosnve. He charged that ;
ofticials of the Department of the In-:
terior, contrary to the impression sought !
to be convered by the Minister, had as-
sisted in bringing skilled mechanies to .
Canada, in proof of which argument he :
read a letter from an agent of the de-:
ru.ttmeut in Europe, dated in Junuary |
ast. In effect this letter, addressed to
the member for Brantford under the er- !

| roneous impression that he was Prosi-
dent of the Manufacturers’ Association,
said that the Government- agents, of
whom a list was enclosed, had many in-
quiries from skilled mechanies, and if the
Seeretory of the association would sup- .
ply the Government officers with details
of thelfr requirements in this regavd they
would he able to direct Lhe mechonics to
whom to apply. Ha charged the Depart-
ment of the Interior with cireulating
literature which gave a_fulse impression
of the conditions in Canada. Clowing
pictures, he szid, were held wp to the
people of the old country, which could
not he realized once in a thousand times.
It was high time that the Minister of
the Interior should set about a poliey of
retrenchment.

Ilon. Frank Oliver.

AMr. Oliver thanked Mr, Cockshutt for
having placed the views of the Opposi-
tion in regavd to immigration so clearly
[ before the House and the couniry. Tha
Government were content to leave the
country to judge between tha {wo
policies,  Mr. Oliver again read the let-
ter sent by Mr. Cockshutl in May, 1005;
asking the department to co-operate with
the Brantiord employment and infor-
matlon bureau in obtaining immigrants,
and empliasized the inconsisteney of hix
pogition then and now. Iu 1903 Mr.,
Cockshutt was nt one with the Covern-
ment in that he wanted immigrants, but
there was this  difference, that AMr,
Cockshutt desired to empty the over:
crowded tenements of Europe,whereas the
policy of the Government, then as now,
was to settle the lands in the Northwest.
Dealing with the letter read by Mr,
Cockshutt, with reference to the emigra-
tion of skilled mechanics, Mr. Oliven
asked for the name of the writer.

Mr. Cockshutt said the writer wag
John MeLennan, Government immigra-
tion agzent at Aberdeen, Scotland.

Mr. Oliver ¢aid the letter was cer-
tninly indisereot, but it did not warrant
the interpretation whieh Mr. Cockshutt,
had put upon it, that it was part of the
Government's policy  to encourage tha
immigration of skilled mechanics, Turn-
ing to the general guestion, he vointed

out that in supporting a slow policy Mr.

. Cockzhutt was upholding the traditions
of the last Conservative Government..
| Under that regime not only was immi-
lgration {rom the old country infinitesi-
i mul, but there was an exodns of 30.000
native‘horn Canadians to the TUnited
States every year.

Results of Energetic Policy.

The esodus from Canada 1o the United
States had not only been checked, but
to-day there wase a return to the Cana-
dian Northwest that was one of the ve-’
markable events of modern times. This
success of the policy of tha Government
wag not only (illing up the Northwest
with a splendid population, and conse-
quently inereasing the land development
and wealth of the western country, but
was furnishing a demand upon eastern
manufacturers which could not be kept
up with. This year there had, as a re-
sult of the Government’s policy, been an,
immigration of 300,000,  Lately, in re-
sponse to request, attention had been
paid to eastern Canada, and with exeel-
lent resulis.  And of what nationality
were the wmajority of the _immigrants
brought into eastern [Canada this year,
“the people whom the -hon. gentleman
called upon his friends to scorn and ex-
clude 7 They were people who stood atb
the head of civilization ; they were Eng-
lish, The member for Brantford had
created an impression, which would go

!

isement, which promised high wages, i
ted passages to this couuntry, and
wound up, “Apply, with rcferences, to
Lewis Loopold, official Inabor represcnta-
tive Canadian  Mannfacturers’  A<socia- |
tion, 15 Strand, London, W.C.7

Mv. R, L. Bordea,

Mr. Borden found that times had
changed.  ‘The Government. who now
deelared they wera not respousible for
the conditions under which immigrants
were reeeiving aid from charituble in-
stitutions, notubly in Toronto, used to
claim, in move prosperous times, that
thoy were wholly responsible for the
financlal conditions.  The letter read
Ly Mr., Cockshutt, Alr, Borden thought,
showed the Govermnent had two policies
on immigration, & secret one and a pub-
lic one. Thus, while the Minister of
the Interior was denouncing the Cana-
dian Manufacturers’ Association, his
ngenis in Ewnpe were conducting a pro-
paganda to tived this eountry wilh skill-
ed meehanies.  The Government's policy
of retaining immigrants in the country
wae unot so euccessful ss the Minister
of the Interior iried to make out, Dur-
ing last year emigration from Canada
to the United States was within a few
landred  of 20,000, The Opposition
leader detailed at some length tha meth.
ods of dealing ‘with immigrants arriv-
ing in the United States, including tho
impagition of a head tax. He was nob
prepared to say that tho time had ar-
vived when immigrants inte Canada
should pay a head tax, but hs did he-
licve the time had mytived when Can-
ada should cense paying honuses on im-
migrants.  This country and its op-
portunities, whieh were just as good as
those of the United States, would at-
tract them. Attention should hence-
forth be directed to the quality rathor
than the quantity.

ver

|

Mr. Alex. Johuston,

Mr. Johnston of Cape Breton toak
Mr. Cockshntt to task for not making
the Minister of 1he Tntarior immediately
acquainted with the letter from tho
agent of his department referred to. Hia
negleet, to do 8o displayed him in the
light of a politician rather than a friend
of the skitled workmen of Canada. Ta
moved an amendment  approving  the
policy of the Department of the Tn-
terior in confining its immigration op-
erations to the encouragement of tha
coming to Canada of farmers, farm lab-
orers and female domestie servants.

Mr. Uriah Wilson rose to continue the
| diseussion. but it being 6 o'clock, the
i lHouse adjourncd,

throughout Britain and elsewhere, that !

English people were not wanted, and he

was welcome to any kudos that came to .

him as a result of his efforts.
Responsibility Jor Undesirables,

e explained carefully the steps taken’

by the Government to secure the best
claas of immigrants, and defied the hon.
gentieman to show that anything had
been done by the Government to bring
in a <lass of people who carry knives.
The CGovernment were not responsible
for the conditions whereby a number of
recent arvivals were out of employment.
There were certain parties, he continued,
who must accept responsibility for still
' attempting to bring out classes of imml-
. grants for whom just now there was lit-
tle work. Tn this connection he read an
"advertizement published in The Rritish
Emigrant and Colenial News and other
English publications so Iate as December
13, 1007, This set forth _that the manu-
facturers of edstern Canada were orying
out for skilled workers in #1l trades, a
number of which. were sperified. . Girls
also were wanted, according to the ad-
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