PROGRESSIVE RUTHENIANS|

e

Important Work of Rare Assimilation Now Go-
ing on—A Visit to the Ruthenian Colony
in the North End—Religious Life.

has remarked that the
of assimilation of the
races which has been proceeding on
this northern continent for the past
hundred years, is but a reduplication
2f.1the procoess which centuries ago
took place in the DBritish Isles, Cer-
tain it 18, that many of the same rac-
ial slements are belng poured into the

Bomeonas
great process

crucible of nationality on thils con-
tinent as were employed then., Into
the oomposite British national-
ity there went Dane, sSaxon,
MTeuton, Celt and Frank, The
s8AMO races are undergoing 0
simlils f process on this continent. In
the .,hole range of human endeavor
and achievement, there 18 nothing

more profound than this great silent
unification, assimilation and nation-
allzation into common raclal brother-
hood of all these diverse natlons, To
Canada has been vouchsafed a great
ehare In this all-lmportant work.
How necessary then {t becomes that
those people shall be welcomed In the
broadest spirit and taught to value
and to cherish the privileges of nat-
lonhood to which they are thus in-
vited, and made to fee]| that they too
can flil a worthy and a useful part
in the life of the nation.

A Personal Visit,

In order to gather information at
first hand as to the progress of the
Ruthenians, one of the largest of the
contingent of foreigners who are
coming to this country, a Tribune re-
porter accompanied by Mr. Thos
Stefanik, provincial organizer of
Ruthenian schools for Manitoba, vis-
ited the Ruthenians in the north end
yesterday afternoon.

Mr. Stefanlk is in himself an in-
stance of what can be acomplished by
thelr people. He {8 a bright young
man with a University education, =
good linguist and a thorough and
practical educationist,

First Immigration,

“The first Ruthenian !mmiggation
to Canada,” said Mr. Stefanik, was In

1594. From year to YyYear thereafter,
thera was a  steady augmentation In
the number of the Immigrants. In

18956 there were only flve Ruthenian
familles in this city. At present thers
are about 10,000 Ruthenians here. At
first only the poorer class came,
Now many are coming who have some
means and a falr education. It is the
' amblition of each of them to get a lot
A8 soon a8 they can after arrival
Here they bulld a shack., By and by
as the years pass these shacks ard
pul.ed down to make room for cot-

tages, somo small and others larger.
Many Ruthenians now hold consid-
erable property {in Winnipeg. In

nearly all cascs, they own thelr own
homes, The majority of them arae
laborers, but we also find amongst
them business men, mechanies skilled
in all kinds of trades, and they are
gald to be amongst the most skiiful
workmen procurable, As a rule, the
Ruthenjlans of all classes are Indus-
trious and hardworking."

Shacks Disappearing.

“An investigation of the city wlil
show that many of the vold shacks
formerly built by Ruthenlans are
passing away and are glving place
to better resldences, cottagen, etc,
Just as s happening with toose of
other nationalities who came to thias

country,
Law Abiding.

“Are they law-abiding, Mr Stef-
anlk?’ asked the reporter. "“Yes, In
this respect they will by reference to
the criminal statlstics compare fav-
orably with any other class .or for-
elgners. It ls true they are some-
times preferred to as being quarrelsomae
and dishonest, Investigation, how-
nowever, Jdoes not prove that they can
not stand comparison with any other
class of settlers, It will be found that
most of the fghts that take place re-
sult from drinking. Many of thoso
are young men who have been work-
ing steadlly aftor coming out here, and
finding themselves with more money
than they have bean accustomed to,
and finding the new alr of ltherty and

freedom somew hat exhllarating, vc-
casionally go 0 the extreme of
cense,

“But when we consider the condl-

tions under which they formerly ox-
Isted, and thelr #sudden relense from
those conditions, t great wonder s
that they observe the law as well as
they do, even from the start, It wil
ndubitably be found that the longer
they are residents in this cosnttyy
and the more they reallze the privil-
sges and responsibilities of cltizenship
tho more amiable they are to the laws
and ways of their adopted country
antll thelr things by and by become
a source of real pride to them. It
must be remembered that In  thelr
native land many of them did not get
an education, and It Is easy to Im-
wine what a disadvantage this must
be in the race of life even in thls
wuntry. The peasant, although heav.
ly taxed, did not even wet the chance
f educating his children,

“In cases of those who had somae
neans the boys were sent 1o school
wut the girls dld not get this oppor-
unity. In recent Years a large num-
wer of the younger men and women
mve emigrated to Canada,

Lived Down Prejudice.

“When they came to this country
Irst, there was a great outburst of
irejudice agualnet them In the press
iRl elsewidsre. They were sald to
e quarrelsome and dishonest, It
hose  coritles had  taken the trouble
0 Investignte the matter for them-
elves, they would find that they were
staken,  That they are worthless,
nx been absolutely and totally dis-
roved by the actual results which
an  speak for themselves, During
he time they have been In this eoun-
ry they have done remarkably well,
nd consblering thelr tremendous dis-
dvantages, coming here unable to
peak our language and with little or
0 education, or means they have done
mevellouply) well. They only need
o have the laws explained to them
n order to secure thelr adheston to
hem, Many who were formerly lead-
18 agllators are now settilng down
1o good and useful cltizens,

"What rellglon do  they profess?”

(L]

‘To this Mr. Stefanlk replied as fol-
lows:—"At present we have four
Ruthenian churches of Adifferent de-

| nominations. There {8 a Ruthenian

' Roman Catholie Church and a Ruth-

endan Greek Church, a Ruthenjan In-

dependent Church and a Iluthenian
¢ Orthodox Church.

“Thesge are the church of St. Nlich-
olas at the corner of McGregor and
Stella Sts,, the Church of SBt. Volodl-
mir and Olha at the opposite corner
of Stella and MeGregor; the Inde-
pendent Church of our Baviour at the
corner of ‘Pmtchard mnd MoQregor,
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church at the
corner of Manitoba and McKenzle,

Stand for Four Hours.

“The church of Bt, Nicholas is cone-
ducted by the Reverend Father Busi-
Huns, Duydyk and Pylypiw. This 1is
one of the largest Ruthenian churches
in Canada. It holds over 2,000 people

and the services are crowded, The
Chureh of Volldimir and Olha is also
crowded. The pastor there s the

Rev, Father Homesk!l. This church ‘s
| smaller, holding some 500 people, and
hundreds are usually turned away.
That they are earnest in their wor-
ship may be gathered from the fact
that In the churches there are no
benches, and they remalin standing
from 9 o'clock until one o'clock In the
afternoon, Many of the young people
who are coming out here get married
soon after thelr arrival; this explains
those weddings of which we hear 8.
much. In the time from January 15
to February 1, 86 couples were thus
united in the bonds of matrimony.

Pastors are Worthy Men.

“The pastors, as a rule, are a good
class of men, hard-working, sympa-
thetle and of high moral purpose and
irreproachable [ire and thus exercising
a good Influence In their people. The
churches also help the poorer classes.
As an instance, last Sunday a collec-
tlon of $45 was taken up for § child-
ren of tender years., who have been
bereft of thelr parents, They will
be thus cared for until turned over to
irreproachable life and thus exerclsing
a good Influence,

“One of them has already been
adopted by a chlldless family of
Huthenians,

Night Schools.

“The Ruthenlan children attend the
Board schools and are found to be
apt and intelllgent puplls. Thesa
children genaerally plek up the English
language in less than a year. In
many homes the chlidren speak Eng-
ilsh only, the parents Bpeaking
Ruthenlan,

Eager to Learn.

“That the adult members pf the
Ruthenlan colony, many of them par-
ents with famlilles, are eager for edu-
catlon also to overcome the great
handicap under which they them-
selves started life, is seen from the
large number of them who attend the
night school which, as a matter of
fact, are crowded.

Popular Lectures.

*The Ruthenians of this ecity have
a soclety called the Ruthenlan BEdu-
cational Soclety of Winnlpeg, and a
iibrary In connection with it. This
place Is at the corner of Btella and
MeGregor and {s  called Jastrewskl
Hall, with a memberzhlp of about 500,
Popular lectures are ‘here delivered
once a week by leading Ruthenlans,
including myself who am President
Of the Boclety this year. Among the
subjects discussed there are such as
Canadian History, world Geography,
roclal and political economy the modes
of government adopted by different
nations, the historles of the Adifferent
races of tne world, invention, phy-
schology and hygliene and varioua
kindred subjects all calculated to im-
prove the mental equipment and out-

.

ook of our people,. We have some
prominent business men, butchers,
grocers, estale agents, etec.,, and a

shippilng agencv at $34 Main Street
conducted by Mr. W. Swoboda, one of
our brightest young men, and a grad-
uate of one of the business colleges
of the city. He has «one a great deal
of work known only to few, in the
arrival to get situations, and in
sisting them In every possible way,

until they become filrmly established
in thelr adopted country,

A Visit to Some Homes,

“At the Invitation of Mr, Stefanik,
our reporter visited Mr. George Pan-
giko, at the corner of Parr and Col-
lego streets, Mr, Panclko has a nicely
furnished home with a plano and
other evidences of comfort and taste.

“ came to this country,” he sald,
without a cent, 14 years ago, but since

that time both my wife and myselt
have worked very hard., ] worked as
w carpenter and my wife has done

washing, We have now a house ot
11 rooms, fully modern, with a good
home, and another on Jarvis street,
They are bolh wurlh about $12.000,
We had to work very hard. Wae have
seven chlldren and they are all at-
tending school,

{ The Other Side,

| "“Along with Mr. Stefanik the repor-
ter visited the poorer section of the
district and found a state of affairs
which should be remedied as speedily
as possible, In one bulkling, one of
the rooms, only about 186 x 16 had
o less than four beds, In this room
two entire familles lived, parents and
chlldren, The men there have done
no work for three months. They are
atrangers and cannot speak English,
They were working In the country
and when the job ‘gave out’ on ar-
rival of winter, they came In here.
Thay are not only strangers In the
oity, but on accognt of their short
resldence here, rven don't know many
of thelr own countrymen,

They sald they had trled to et
work right along, On belng asked if
they had gone to the Assoclated
Charitiea they sald they had never
heard of it. Now, this might appear
strange, but when we conslder thele
ignorance of the language It le quite
irobable, Here 1s a difflcult situa-
lon and, constitutes a real danger
and rather than have such a state o
affalrs continue, the suggestion might
be consldered If one of the organiza-

tong that do work of this kind having

!

way of helping his countrymen upon
as-



some one with a knowledge of thelr
language Investigate cases of this
kind s0 as to secure employment for |
those people who are undoubtedly
anxious to get a start. In that same
block one of the men sald there were
some thirty out of work,

Education.

Agaln referring to the matter of
education, this time Including the
FProvince as a wavle, Mr, Stefanik
proceeded: —"Under the auspices ol
the government of the province and
the Hon Mr. Coldwell Minister of
Education, the Ruthenians, as regards
education are not behind the people
of other nationalities. They have at
present some L0 bi-llngual schools in
tae province conducted by the Ruth-
enlan bi-lingual teachers, There are
several new schools of this kind to be
bullt In the outlylng districts, but
there s a difficuity In the supply of
teachers. To overcome this dlficully,
the government &Lias established a
training college in Brandon waere
there are some 44 Ruthenlan pupls
from 18 to 20 years of age who have
received a fairly guvod education In
the Old Country and who are quall-
ryl:'l! &s teachers, and when they are
ready the Adifficulty of an adequate
supply of bl-lingual teachers will be
largely overcome. The parents, as
well as the children, throughout the
Province are taking a great interest
in education and in the year 1908,
there was a good attendance, althoueh
on account of the roads, that was by
o means the big year,

Have Made Good.

“The Ruthenlans have had at dis-
advantages to overcome in thelr early
settiement. For some reason or otaher,
almost invariably, they were placed
in poor parts of the country, but, in
spite of this, they have achleved a
surprising degree of prosperity. The
worst localities are mlil, Rockburn
and Btewartburn., In the Bhoal Lake
distriet and amround Oakburn and
Rossburn, where the land Js better
they aave done exceedingly well
They are very active and eager in
organieing schools, These people
throughout the Province are taking
& Jdeep Interest In their adopted coun-
try and follow closely the various
questions of the day.

Appreciative,

They thoroughly appreciate the!r
privileges as Britlsh subjects and the
great majority of them soon apply for
their naturalization papers.”

Mr. Stefan!k here suggested that it
might be advisable to have the child-
ren taught clvices and agriculture as
this would prove of great use to them
and give them even a higher appre-
oJation of thelr duty and responsibil-
Ity as citizens. The conduct of the
children, on the whole {s very pralise-
worthy as an Investigation will prove.
They are bright and Intelligent and
growing up into good citizens. In
connection with manv of the schools
In the Province, in addition to the
night schools, good libraries are now
being established and they are qulck

to take advantage wof those aupdd-
tunities of self-improvement.”
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