NATIONAL ELEMENTSIN THE NEW IMMIGRATION: The West Finds Plenty of ...
Staff Correspondence of The GlobeA E B
The Globe (1844-1936); Apr 12, 1910; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Globe and Mail

NATIONAL ELEMENTS IN
~ " THE NEW DIMIGRA

The West .Finds Ple:‘:ity
- of Room for Home-
seekers, .

BUT THE DRONE - |
1S NOT.WANTED.

S . :

Picking and Choosing. is
"Part-of the Present
. . Programme... :

Producers and Workers Are in De-
- mand—Easy to Misunderstand the
Britlsh Immigrant—Placo of the

~ Forelgner in the Commercial Sys-

. .tem—TRace 1s-to the ‘Swift and the
. Batlle to the S_tronx. K s

(Start Correspondé_n'ce of The Globe.)

Winnipeg, April’ 5.—The volume of
immigration into the Pralriec Prov-
Inces, Indlcates that that portlon of
thé* Domlinion* hid¥ - cdine-‘Into-its ‘own
at last. DTopulation has always been
tho great essentin) jn the west, and
the wants of tht country in that re-
spect- are- being supp’llcd at .a faster
rato than most ‘Canadians realize,
Mere numbers are not - sufficlent to
satisfy thc need which has been ex-
perlcnped ever since this country was
first regarded as fit for.human habita-
tion. The quallty ofthe immigration
is & most important gactor. In the old
days there was a falrly heavy influx
into Manltoba and portions of. what
was then known as the Terrltories.
The numbers were not large, in com-
pariaon s\jllh'.. the. lpvnslpns of the
present time, but they wero looked
upon as oncouraging. The newcomers
were welcomed, because every -addi-
tion to'the productive element meant
the nearér approach.of the day when
the country could maintain-itself. The
atmcnity at tliat Fage vasthat-allthe
arrivals, were not of 'the ‘Tight type..
The country was lised ‘as a-dumping-
ground. by families in’ the old‘,lgnd
who dealred to'rid themsolves of in-
convenient company; and:the effects
of that “lmmigration” are still  felt,
Nor was the dumping confined to the
ofd lang, There wore *‘ne’er-do-wells”
in older Canada 'who drifted westward |
because they found it uncomfortable
to remaln in the cast. In fact, it was
thought to .be the proper thing to
hift the'ragged remnant of-the popu-
lation to the prairic country, where It
coyld be losy or absorbed. The sterling
fettlors twho came west long ago feit|
the Incubus of the parasitic. element,
rnd they wondered whether the time
would ever come when it would be
swamped in the onward march of
trade. They reallzo now, with the
keonest satlsfaction, - that the coun-
trv has lived down the eftects of that
undesirable Immigration. and haa
reached a stage where it can afford to
pick and choose. .

pieking and Chooslng,

The picking and choosing Is the fea-
ture of the present-day movement,
and it i3 in this connection that the
value of the newcomers is to be cs-
timated. In the ‘cighties and 'ninetips
there ‘was no chanve to be partlcular.
All those who came were supposed to
make the most 6f their opportunities,
but there were plenty of shirkers, Un-
der the arrangemenis which are now
Velng carrled out with such good ef-
fect a man is required to give some
‘indication of a deslre to share in the
'upbullding "of the country. It he has
not that desire he Is discouraged from
coming, or If he comes he finds that
there is no place for him, Producers
and workers ‘are wanted. The sloths
}uud the drones do well not to emi-
grate.  And this applles to all paris
of the world where emigration is a
factor in the lifc of a country.

Tour Groups of Jmmigrants, )

Hon. Frank Oliver, in his address
at Toronto a short thne ago, reviewed
the work of the Department of the
Interior, over which he presldes, and
pald particular attention to immigra-
tion. He explained- that the new ar-
rlvals in the west might be grouped
under four herdings, nccording to the
place of origin. Those from eastern
Canada would. be in one, those from
the United Kingdom !n another. those
from the United States n a third, and
those from continental Burope. Ap-
proximately the proportion of each
would be the same for a period of
yeara. [t would be difficult to indi-
cate the special value of each of these
groups from the western-standpoint,
and Mr, Oliver did not, of course, dls-
cuss that phase of the situation. But
each element has an important place
in the community. The easterner is
so well acquainted with Canadian con-
Jitions and habits of llving that he s
readily absorbed. All that Is needed
is time for him to accustom himrsell
to the western c’imate and the s'ight.
)y different ways of varrying on busi-
ness. The American is not jin the
same posltion. 1le i3 posted on the
climute, and on  western businers
methaods, but he lacks a knowledge of
Canadlan conditions. e needs onty
time in which to galn this knowledge
of contrasts.  After that he is s
readily absorbed as is the man.from
Ontario or the Maritime Provinees,

The British Immigrant,

The old countryman has cven more
ditticulties than the others. He s a
stranger to the climate, to the geo-
graphy, to Cuanadlan conditions, to
western conditions. and, in ract, to the
maln features of prairie life. He has
the language and a general knowledge
of what it wmeans to live under ro-
spunsib’e  government, but  beyond
that  practically everything s new,
This newness and  strangeness lhas
Leen responsible for much misunder-
stunding on the part ol the people

(Co;;i‘u—;:d on‘_l’axe—:l.)
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among whom the old country immi-
grant has cast his lot, and it has been
the cause of many mistakes. It should
not Le expected that a man coming
direct from the British Isles could
adapt himsel( at once to changed con-
ditions, although some Canadiane
seem to cntertain such an idea. The
real value of Immigrants from the
mother country is not to be determin-
ed on a hasty acquaintance. Some of
them may find it necessary to study
the country and its people for years
before they can fit themselves to un-
derstand the ways of the inhabitants,
But throughout the consideration of
British immigration it is we’l to bear
in mind the fact that the colonizing
spirit Is developed to a larger and
better degrce in the old countryman
than in any other representative of
the outside world. The Englishman.
the Irist n, the S hman, and
the Welshman, Inspire an cmigra-
tion movement with the elements
which ensure its success, and it will
Le .a sorry day for Canada when the
movement from the United Kingdom
ceases. .

The Forcigner's Handicaps.

The troubles which beset a new-
comer from an English-speaking
country are slight enough when the
hardships endured by pioneers in ages
past are taken into account, But the
case of the forelgner is more serious.
He is handicapped by inability to
speak the language or understand any
of the conditions. It has grown to be
n practice to criticize and denounce
some of the e’ements which have been
drawn into the Dominion by the im-
migration rush, and the arrivals from
southern and central Europe have
been tie chlef objects of attack In
and aut of Paridament. It might be
safe to consider the immigration from
foreign, as distinguished from Eng-
{ish-speaking, nations in all its bear-
Ings. Let due attention be paid to
the fact that many foreign immigrants
are ignorant and uncouth. and per-
haps dirty, and their dict is nauscat-
ing to the ordinarv Canadian, and
that their mode of life, especially in
the cities. is objectionable. But all
those faults can be overcome in time,
and there is a fair prospect that with
the influences which are at work the
remedies will.be quick’y and effectu-
ally applied. And there Is the other
side of the picture. If the. foreign
population of the west, from the
Japanese and Chinese at the Pacific
coast to the Italians and Greeks at
Port Arthur, were to lie removed sud-
denly, the whole commercial system
of this part of the Dominion would
be wrecked. The reason is that the
supply of labor would be hopeless’y
short of the demand. The situation
Is bad enough _now. with hundreds of
thousands of forcigners in the coun-
try. It would be a hundred times
worse if it were found that there were
no foreigners on whom to fall back.
The men who were attacked so bitter-
Iy by academic dreamers are the ones
who do the rough work out here. and
there is a great deal of rough work in
opening up a country larger than the
half of Europe, The west demands,
and needs, the foreigner. It will never
do its whole duty t.w~ards him untit it
educates him and refines him, but that
is another question. The main point
is that It needs him.

Ict Them All Come.

‘There is a place. a wide place, in
the west for each of the classes men-
tioned by the Minister of the Interior,
“Let them all come,” Is the invitation
of the western people, who have no
fear of thielr utility to assimilate all
the new populatinn. The experiences
of the past and the tendcncles of the
pregent make it unlikely that many
weak members will be drawn into the
commercial struggle here. There will
always be an odd few who cannot fit
in, but the race will be to the swift
and the battle to the strong. The
picking and cheosing which forms
part of the programme at the
various ports of entry will be supple-
mented by a sterner trial when the
immigrant reaches his destination. If
he is worth having, he will easily
make good, and his beneficial influ-
ence on the life of the country will
soon be noticed. AL E. B,
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