GIVE US ANYTHING,
ISCRY OF 1JODMEN
AT CIVIC BUREAU

The Social Service Employment
Agency _Bmieggdj by an :
:Anxious Th'rbng.; —_
LONG LINE AWAITS": .-
- HOUR.OF OBRENING
Work Will Be Provided for-250
To-morrow by the Civic .. "
- " " 'Departments.” =~

1

THE NEED 1S VERY URGENT;

Robert Roae‘;f 39 Bridge _S_tte'cg.
Single, ' First Man to. ',
Get job. '-"_ ) '...l:n._

_ Almost 1,000 men, ‘:vho/m laclk-of ‘Worl-
ghad cast in precarious’ circumstances.
walted before ‘the new employment
‘bureau of the Social Service Commiis-
sion’ at 11 Colborne street this morn-
ing. ~ ‘Although it was givén out that
the doors would not ‘be opened until 3
o'clock, fundreds put in an ‘apgenrance
as early as 7.30, and In an hour's time
e line which had been’ formed under
police guildance reached t_rom‘_tlie‘db_or
of the offices to Yonge .street; and:

it was not long before a second line
had to be formed, talling off-in the
opposite direction. Men of all ages
and all nattonalities were there.  Ia-.
borars predominuted, but almost every,
trade or occupation in-the city was
represented. Most of the applicants;
were shabby, and disconsolate, the ex-
pression-of many clearly showed that,
under -the .stress .of repeated disap-
pointments. in .thelr search for a job,
hope ‘did .not run_high that ‘this last
resort would end ‘their troubles. - = -
. Men were theére' of all. ages. ‘*Youths
of -eighteen’ stood next to.men. of - fifty,
while Here and‘there-a. grey-beardeéd
old men of seventy could 'be seen.
Austrians, Jews, Russians, and-Polacks
mingled with fmen from the Old Coun-
try. :Men who had drifted to Toronto
from Cobalt,. from the C. P. R. con-
strugtloh,camps,,ln' the north country,
trom farms, and from as far west as
Ven Horne, lined up.with local feam=
sters, tiremen, tailors, -stone-cutters,
tinsmiths, sawyers, ironmoulders, walt-
ers, clerks, porters, plasterers, labor-
ers, and so- forth. Often a ' siogle
house would send as mauny as four or
tive, and In one instance six Polacis
gave the.same address. "

~ First Summons For Fifteen.

When at 8.45 the first fifteen were
summoned into the hastily fitted-up
oftice on the first floor of the building,

the whole line surged forward with
excitement. The fifteen stumbled up
the stairs and filed into the room, where
Mr. Edwin Dickie, Mr. John A. Torry,
and Messrs. W. B. Taylor, and N, W,
Plunkett, of the Y.M.C.A. Labor Em-
ployment department were in walting,
Here the method of dealing with the
epplicants was as follows: Cards wers
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served out which the men were asked to
fill in, giving the particulars of.thelr
case. On doing this an’ 1dentification
card was given, with~ the -promise of
notification Jater in the day of the work

to which they had been asslgned. The!

cards fllled out will be ‘classified and
as many as possible of the applicants
will be accommodated: with those offers
of employment which the commission
has.so far received. to

In this connection it may be stated
that the . Works . Department has notl-
fied the Commission that work for 160
men can be given.at orce to two shifts
a week, each man to-work eight hours
o day at 25 cents an hour. -Later 200

can be accommodated, and in the event!

of a snowiall there ‘will be sufficient
jobs on hand .to provide _cmployment
for 1,100 at the same rates. Other offers
are coming in rapidly.. One .- manu-
facturer is so altering the shifts in-his

plant that he can temporarily employ |.

‘twice the usual number of men, and has
in addition forwarded a cheque for $100
‘to assist the Commission in .its work.
There is no doubt-that very shortly em-
ployers will make room enough in their
institutions to “satlsfy the present de-
mand- - h :

Cards Eagerly Seized. .
" The scene_ in the office this morning
was yen"sig‘niﬂcant of the state of af-
fairs ‘among the unemployed. The ap-
plicants In most cases eagerly_;eized
the cards, and the room was silent ex-
cept for the laborious scratching of
pens. One man In ten could not write,
and every few .moments some foreign-

lish was Insufficlent for him to under-
stand the queries put to him, * Inter-
preters ;amongst the other applicants
were set at work, and at a, long table
one man woutld be filling out the. cards

Jow-countrymen. Xyen with this as-
sistance, however, -the ofticers in
charge found that the situation could

to order the men-to_take thelr

with ‘them to thelr homes or to some
place wheére their needs could be satis-
factorily met,  with orders - to bring
them back as soon as they. could. When
this determination = was ‘made, the
whole line was sent up the stairs and
in one door and out another, cards be-
ing dealt out to- each- man as he en-
tered. A continuous stream of at least
six or elght hundred passed t.hrough
the office in this way, and this number,
udded to the 200 yho fliled out the
blanks previously, brings the total of
those dealt with up in the neighbor-
hood of 1,000,

upnything” in Way of -Work. .

In the blank space opposite the
query “Willlng to. work as—," there
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i | were handed back: the single word
t|“Anything.? Often the applicant was
d | more determined to make his willing-
- |ness to work quite clear, and such
e expressions . as “Yes—any kind” and

“anything. Am good with the pick,”
e|wero read. Telling a.tale of down-
e )fall, amongst the usual scrawling

Ieallgraphy of ag illiterate laborer ap-:

,_[peared o fino-business hand. To the
- question “How long out of work?” one
3t!read anything from “A week” to
1. [ “Four months.” Often grafuitous In-
.el_tormation was _ given. “Live with
.- . mother, 79 years old. Been doing odd

Ly|dobs. Anv work,” was the inscription’

yon one pa.rd, and although the stories
1e]of most men bore s similarity, many
n jcases ‘of unusual hardship were reg-
istered. .

er appeared whose knowledge of Eng-}°

of half a dozen of his less erudite fel-{

not be coped with, and it was decided
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appeared most often, when' the cards
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