" WINNIPEG SCHOOLS AND
BLLINGUALISM. ~ ~

h the racio-religious attempt to
m,. McKerchar's re-efection to
gie School Board has happily failed,
g1 to be hoped thut the lgsson of
fhis election will not be Jost upon the
? of Winnipeg and, indeed, of
e Wholé Province. Let it be well
inde at there is no objection
o a non-English-speaking: School
Trigtee, Alderman, or even Mayor. It
- certainly as much the boast of
gemocratic Canada as it Is of the ad-
joiniog  Republic that the highest
ofices in the State are within the
reseh of the humblest-born citizen.
and must remain, a car-
ple it candidates for
afic or other public office in Canada
must_present themselves to the elec-
ors as Canadian citizens, seeking to
represent not one but all nationali-
sjes contained in the community. The
direct opposite of this.was the basis
of the fight organized agalnst Mr. Mc-
Kerchar's return. P. J. Alekno, the
candidate brought qut against Mr.
McKerchar. was the nominee of a
Polish - Ruthenian - German faction,
which sought to elect him on raclo-
religious grounds. It is & minor point
that Mr Alekno has ro qualifications
for the position of School Trustee and
hat he possesses but a poor command
of the English language. \
The sinistér feature of this opposi-
gon was its direct menace to the
pblic school system of Winnipeg.
Behind Mr. McKerchar's opponent
were racial and religious factions
keking to introduce bilingual, teach-
9k Into the public schools of Winni-
wg and also to force the School
Board to implement the Coldwell
smendments.  As to this there Is a
trankaess, which at least ls commerd-
able, In the election literature and o
e press campaign of Mr. Me-
Kercliar's opponent.

In subsequent issues The iree
Press will give translations from
Winnipeg weekly organs, printed in
Polish, Ruthenian and German, ‘show-
ing the people of this city the kind of
cumpalgn which was luinched dyr-
ing recent days to elect P. J. Alekno
to the School Board; T. D. Ferley, a
Rutbenlan, to the City Council; and
1. G. Kimmel, a Germau, aleo to the
City Council. Mr. Alekno iz a
Lithuanian, but racially he fs accept-
adle 1o, and makes common cause
with, the Ruthenian and Polish fac-
tlons fn the present raclo-religious
alliance.

For the present, The Free Press
desires to draw attention to the con-
fest between Mr. McKerehar and Mr.
dlekno. It 4s true that Mr. Me-

ar was returned by a large
majority—polHog, in fact, more than
fwice as many votes as his opponent.
But the fact that Mr. jlekno, a
folally unfit man for the position,
%onld cogrmand nearly 800 votes in a
fraight racloreliglous appeal, and
e further fact that this appeal actu-
ally defeated Mr. McKerchar in one
of the polls, should. open the eyes of
e citizens at large to what Is being
Mtempted by racio-religious factions
i Wis city.

In the light of this contest, and. in

the light of similar propaganda that
been going on for years past in
this elty and Province, The Free Press
::;'T 10 say—and that with-
test hesitation—that, as
far as Manlfoba cities and towns are
Soncerned, the bi-lngual elause of the
Publle Sehools Act should at onee be
pealed, excepting whese it Is al-
Teady In operatio

n.
Tl;l'l‘hnu clause as it stands to-
e Public Schools Act read:
8 follows : p- ~
a8 ten otfhe pupfls fn any
Deak. rench language, or
::"l:m:t:‘ r than English, as
b puplls shall be  conducted

Prevch, or such other language, and

NM ugen the bilingual system.”
"Jllu is wide-open clause, it is
10 say that bilingua! teaching
ould be ‘:xmdnud into balf the
Mblic schools of Winnipeg. And bi-
Magual teaching woula necessitate bi-
efficlent or ineffici-

The general recognition
the introduction of biingual
188 under this cicuse would
©Baos in and work havoe fo the



they are in a position to dietate to
the powers that be certain  of
educational and other poliey.s  °
It is but plain an Justico
to admit that poli-

candidature is the lates) perhaps,
the most sinister development. Bt If
Manitoba is €0 be preserved for Bri-
tish ideals and British standards of
education and government, 1t is time
for évery man in this oity and Pro-
vince, who deserves and who values
the name of * Canadian™ to ot



	1914-12-14-MFP-Winnipeg-Schools-and-Bilingualism-C 1
	1914-12-14-MFP-Winnipeg-Schools-and-Bilingualism-C 2

