WESTERN RERD,
L. alEELE, 13
MAJOR-GENERAL

-

Promotion for Riel Rebellion Vet-
eran, Mounted Police Organ-
izer, Pleases All

Colonel B, B. Steele, M.V.0O., D.O.C.,
military district No. 10, is “Colonel” no

longer, Word has been received fron
headquarters to the effect that well-

merited distinction has been conferred
upon himm and he has heen promoted
maior-general.

The promotion came as a complete
surprise to General Steele, who was
pitting, together with his wife, at din-
ner vesterdany when the telegram ar-
rived. Since that time messages of
congratulation for Western Canada's
first general have poured in on all sides.
Possibly in the history of western mili-
tary life there has never been a more
generally popular promotion.

The jov Is tinged with regret, how-
ever, at the prospect of General Steele's
having to take up resldence in Ottawa,
when, at the close of the war, he takes
up hig duties as inspector-general of
western forces, for which he s glated.

General Steele is not only a popular
woesgtarner, but he is a soldier of noted
efficiency. Coming from Eastern Can
nda with the Red Rlver expedition of
1870, under Captaln, later Field Mar-
shal Viscount Wolgeley, General Steele
remained after the uprising was
quelled, He was practically the first
man to Join the RN.W. mounted police,
This was In 1873 and when the second
rebellion broke out, in 1885, he was
ruperintendent,

More arduous experiences he gained
when in 1808 he was gent to Klondvke
to quell the lawlessness which reigned
in the gold camps of the Yukon. Re
turning to Winnipeg he organized the
J.ord Strathcona Horse, (Roval (Can
undiun) and was colone]l] of the regi-
ment when it was ordered to South Af-
rica

For many vears General Steele, as



“Colonel 8. B."” as he is familiarly
known, has with absolute fairness and
Justice held command of Military Dis-
trict 10, His popularity is undoubted
and it was a matter for deep regret
drmong many of the western officers,
that he was not appointed to the com -
mand of the tirst Canadian contingent,
His rank of colonel made the command
of an army division imposesible at that
time, but now as major-generul he can
be placed In command of a division, or
even of an army,
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