CANADA AFTER THE WAR— -
A VETERAN JOURNALIST'S FORECAST

The offier day Mr. J. 8. Brierley.gave an
address to the Canadian Club in Montreal
whlch, it iy evident, produced u strong im-
pression in that city and which deserves to
b taken note.of all through the Dominion.
For thirty or forty years he was a prominent
ﬂgun- in the Lllwrnl Junrnuhsm of the east.
It is ahout twenty years since he left the St.
Thomas Journal, an influential newspaper
nnder his direction, to assume control of the
Monfreal Herald, when his party felt that it
was necessary to have a strong organ in the
principal city of the Dominion.

Up till u few summers ngo, when the Press
Conference took place in London, Mr. Brier-
ley hild much the sume ideas on xunn-rml
questions us those which are fonud today in
the Liberal press of this country. But that
visit changed:his idens altogether, and he is
not the only Liberal journalist to admit that
this is the case. But, unlike others, he
is fortunately now in u position where he can
talk boldly, and his changed viewpoint he is
presenting - with  uncommon  clearness. A
more timely utterance, coming from a mun of
his record, than that in Montreal could not
Have been desived. The conelusion which he
draws cannot be avoided by anybody who
valued the British conneclion and wishes it
to continue,

Mr. Brierley described the lutllm of the
discussion of the pust on the fwperial prob-
lein, quoting Omar very effectively. We have
had long-winded peeches on Copada’s future

“*And heard great argument

‘About it and about; but evermore

Came out by the same nloi:r wherein® we

- went.'!

But after the action that we huve taken
in this war there must bo - definite action.
“Somd " good citizens” have warned s
nglumn. plunging into *“the vortex of Euro-
pean militarism,”” but it cannot be denied
that we have pmdn the plunge and must ac-
copt the responsibilities of the situation. In
the future we canuot leave it to the Mother-
lavil to make pence and war on our behalf.
We must have our sharo of the political con-
{rol.

“Can you envisuge s Cunada through the long yeurs
1o come pleughing flulds in bucollc contenMment, usk -
g 6o share in the respousibilities of Emplre, but ready
at any time o a cadl from the men of England, Scotland,
Ireland wnd Wales, to drop the plough hundles and rush
to arms?  You cunnot, and { cannot. .

“Rather can wo see, us the logical, the natural; the
inevitable, and the desirable destiny for Canada, n people
far advanced in the urts of yeace; taking high place in
the common councll”of the Emplre-nations; dolng what
It may to proserve the continuity of British histgry wnd
the wlwluullull of Uritish ldewls, nmd tuking o wide,
Intolligent und infuential Interest In lhr wffalrs of the
&t world.

It is very gratifying lo Humu who for
wany yeurs have been urging that this was
the logical conclusion of Canada’s imperial
feeling, which Mr. Briorley has no doubt re-
gurd to, and who were confronted with so
wmuch unexplainable. apathy regarding the
question, to have such plain Janguage used
us this awd the following. Readers of The
Journul kuow that, long before the war, ghese
things were said on this page over and over
again:

MWe must abandon” declured Mr. Brierley, “our talk
of absolute autonomy, for that in but ¢ smooth werd for
national Independence. As an Empire state our exer-
clee of wutonomous powers munt cease wt-the point
whera the interests of the whale Empire  hecome in-
volved, | feur centralization, but not #o groathy s I
four dimntegration, and If experisnce proves that we
must draw closes In onder to oxist, so be it 2

“The men who broukht ondér und power out of clinos
by Uniting Canuda and Australin and South Atrica; the
mwen who apprecinto the workd tendency towands cun-
salidation of kindred peoples for the furtherance of com-
mon ub’m %, need not be frightened ut the word

when may in time be
to ba computible with  _large wmeasure of national
wutendmy, wal to imply an extension and & development
of vur powers as w people.  The Anglo-Baxon genius for
fnding & way ix not bankrupt, but can be depended upon

1o achivve the destred ends without making the domin.
fons #ors of o centrallsed bureaucracy.”

The case could not be better put; and we
commend these burning words of Mr. Brier-
ley’s to the:careful attention not only of his
own former. party associates but of the fol-
>lmlerﬂ of Sir Robort Borden, who has given
(lnluln and the Fapire the lead towards
these new idoals. .




