CANADA, IF
GERMANY WON

Did you ever stop to consider what
will_be’the position of Canada if
Germany is mnot thoroughly beaten
in this war?

It is 0 easy for us to think of the
war as a spectacular proceeding on
the otherside.-of the—Atlantic in
which our interest is largely senti-
mental because of our affection for
and connection with the good old
mother country. We are shipping
her some “‘mighty fine contingents,”
we say, to help her out In her day
of trial; and very grateful we expect
her to be. When we hear of indi-
vidua! Englishmen inviting our brave
and handsome lads to their homes on
Christmas, or showing them about
London when * ,” we have
a complacent feeling that that is the
least they could be expected to do
when we are sending our soldiers to
fight for them in thelr war. Some-
times 1 am fearful that friends of
mine of the military age will disable
themselves for military service by
the active manner in which they pat
themselves on the back over our gen-
erous and fillal zeal in flying to the
assistance of beleaguered Britain, be-
set by her foes.

Ve say. perfunl.‘lorlly. that “it is
t we don’t believe fit.
That s only part of our magnificent
generosity—: only trying to
make the “Britishers” feel less under
obligation to us as we pour our good
gifts in their laps. So it might be
just as well for us to sit down and
think out carefully what would be
our exact position—not if the Ger-
mans won, that is now impossible—
but if they succeeded in creating a
“stalemate.” In plainer words, what
will Canada be doing for the mext
ten years, if we do not utterly crush
German militiarism? We know right
off what Britain will be doing—what
France and will be doing.
They will be feverishly and anxious-
ly arming as they never have before,
in order to be as ready as possible
when Germany has her next thunder-
bolt forged to be launched at their
heads.

But we seem to forget what Can-
ada will be doing. gin with,
Canada will be starving—financially.
It Britain, France and Russia must
buckle down to a flerce competition
with Germany and Austria in re-
arming for a “return match” In
which the Germans may possibly re-
cruit some Allies; for we can hardly
calculate that her diplomacy will a-
gain be so totally un-Bismarckian—
it Is practically obvious that they
will bave little capital to spare; and

problomollcnl 8o the aforesald cold- [

ot one e belligerent natlons.
Should the Allies faly to beat Ger-
many on this gecasion when diplo-
macy and good fortune are all ‘with
them, no_ cold-blooded financler is
going to bet very heavily that they
will surely beat her nggt time; and
if they do not beat her next time,
thie fate of Canada will be at least
abroad,-will-not-seek-it in-any-part
blooded financier, thinking of “saf-
ety first,” will send his surplus capi-
tal to some surely neutral field of
investment which Wil not be immed-
iately affécted by the great war so
obviously coming.

That is the first thing that will

happen to Canada if “e fall to beat |

Germany thoroughl nother way
in which we Wil be atfacted: will by
the necessity of real
paration. W be very sure
that if Britain is arming to the teeth
to defend herself against a deadly
and probably sealthy blow at her
heart some misty morning out of the
North Sea, Canada will not be able
to continue to play with-her-militia
io-the late stingy-iaphsierd-and vol-
untary fashlo ustralla will hare

as It already has—universal mili-
tary service, Britaln 18 sure to have
it as well, if the German menace sur-
vives. Canada cannot stand aside.
We cannot shirk while our brother
Britons are sweating under the yoke.

So we will be compelled, to bear an |y

immensely more heavy burden than
any we have yet dreamed of in mil-
itary taxes and military service. That
is another price we shall pay for fail-
ing to win tlis war now.

~Out-of-this will-come-stitt-anothert
loss—at least in terms of materiall
prosperity. Peasant  emigration
from Europe, seeking to escape the

military pre-[¢eeotoq

to delay development until native
capital could finance it, and to awalt
the slow process of breeding.our {p-
crease in population, we should not
be'very much further ahead lo-day

compératively neglected both by the
European emigrant and the European
capitalist. So we know permuy\
well what ls la us it

permit a concluslon to th(! war. whlcl\
will deflect from us for the future
these_two_fert _str —Euro-.
pean settiors and European lnvest-
ments.

1 meraly call attention to this fact
just now in my effort to impress up-
on our people the great need there is
for them to take this war and its
obligations more seriously. If we
fail to win this war, it will be most
serlous  for the Canadian people.
There is not a local interest which
will not suffer—and many of them
will suffer so greatly as to die of
their sufferings. We will be like
Egypt it the Nile should fail to bring
its annual et most of us
treat the situation as if it were a
matter which chiefly concerned the
mother country.  But should Ger-
man boasts be made good, and they
be able to lold their frontiers and
compel an indecisive peace, we will
soon enough realize that it concerns
us probably more than the average
citizen of the British Isles.

The Monocle Man.

POLAND NEEDS
HELP BADLY

Petrograd, Jan. 30.—In ‘spite of
the fact that seversl commissioners
are at work investigating the devas-
tation which Poland has suffered dur-
ing the German invasions, the acute
misery of its millious of inhabitants
stlll_goes unrelieved. The destruc-
tion {8 8o universal that it hardly
seems possible that, It was the work
of human agents. .
Normally Poland 'is a pleasantly
rolling country, not unlike the Am-
erican middle west; fertile agricul-
turally,~ developed, productive, and
prosperous ,with its landscapes
checkered with well-groomed farms
and patches of wood. It Is now bleak
and scarred, almost every house is
in rufns, and the mutilated ronds are
full of halt-starved, half-fresen_peo-
W 0 homes and no pos-
ulbllll) of ‘escaplng from the charred
remnants of what once were thelr
habitations. - The line of fugitive
peasants is like a long black cord,
knotted in places where they have
asgembled In groups to consider the
Dbest way to escape. But at one end,
scape is cut off by the heavily mass-
ed Russian troops, and the other-end
of the line recoils from the advan-
cing German army.

The picture is drawn . by Prince
Radziwill, a member of Poland’s old-
est and noblest aristocracy who has
come to Petrograd from his home in
Minsk to devise some practical me-
thod of assisting  hisunfortunate
countrymen.

“I'am _afrald,” sald Prince Radzi-
will to The Assoclated Press, “the
world has been so busy glving its
help to unfortunate Belglum that our
country, which is so far off from the
western world, cannot_expect a_full
measure of sympathy. The tragedy of
Belglum came first and that of course
akes {t seem more important; the
Polish tragedy is not yet finished. In
this second German invasion it has
more than in the first and
little—very little—is now left. It
is now more swept by battle than any
other part of the world. The refugees
or rather those who would like to be
refugees, have nowhere to go. There
are not the same railroad facilities
that one finds in Belglum: one can-
not take a boat to a friendly power
where there is shelter and assistance.
And thisis a tounlf)’ almost ten times
as large as Belg

“It In not promises of help or con-
tributions to be made after the war,
that are now needed, but immédiiate
assistance for the starving peasants
ho are fn a frightful condition and
whose condition is steadily growlng
worse with the march of winter and
the scarcity of food and clothing.

“I wish the plight of our wretched

eople_coul mprinted as vividly |
on the ations, as 1t|
!is upon lhe minds n( nmu of us who !
have w d have had for |’
and sutfering. 1t
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militarism,
which will not be involved in-the
United States, to Brazil and Argen-
tina, to any land fn which military
prepirations are not so obvious as
they must be with us. It is all very
well to say thal r-
spirited_people, of whom we will be
well rid. They will be that. But
they will eat and wear clothes and
patronize railways and need -profess- |
ional help like braver men: and their |
avoldance of Canada will rob us of|

uch material prosperity which a
welling tide of immigration pight

bring.
\\'e will be left. in a word. high

TCwer
will flow towards lands .

sources. — Nefther
nor European immigration will come
to us to feed our prosperity. And
it does not require any very intimate
't complete knowledge of the main-
~irings of the prosperity we are en-
ying to know that it was almost




