LECISLATURE VOTES
AGAINST REFERENDUM

Important Resolution by Lib-
erals on the Temperance
Question Defeated.

DEBATE WAS SPIRITED

Taylor Leads Opposition to Pro-
posal-~-Scouts Ability of People
to Decide Problems.

Roblin party vetes in the legislature
vesterday killed a resolution to the ef-
fect that n referendum vote of the elec-
tors should be taken on the question
of prohibition. It was moved by G. J.
H. Malcolm (Birtle) as an amendment
to & government motion affirming that
in the 'opinifon of the house the causo
of temperance cnn best be served by
local option. This in turn was an
nmendment to a resolution moved by
the oppostilon leader declaring in
favor of taking a referendumn vote on
the question of banishing the bar., The
government motion was carried.

Spirlted debating on both sides of
the house muarked the temperance de-
bate, fundamental I[ines of cleavage
between rarties coming out sharp and
clear. For the government, E. L. Tay-
lor attacked the principle of referen-
dum, and scouted the ability of the
people to Qecide thelr own problems.
On urging the neced of slow progress
in reform, he was loudly applauded
from the government benches. 1I'rom
the Liberal side of the house, the case
for democracy was cogently put by
the oppositon leader, T. [I. Johnson, I
J. Dixon, Dr. Clingan and others, gtress
being Iald on the fact that the election
of July last endorsed the Liberal plank
tor o referendum on the bar question.
The Conservative speakers expressed
their hope of having prohibltion event-
ually, and it was for that reason that
the Liberal members moved an amend-
ment to their own motion widenlng iis
character. |

The feature of the evening session
was a strong speech ip the debate on
the addregs by T. H. Johnson. When he
rose, Premier Sir Rodmond Roblin left
the chamber, but the floor was well
filled with government members. who
heard one of the severest criticlsms
aver made in the chanmber. Events of
the last election were passed In re-
view, and demands made for inquirles
into the ore iImportant breaches  of
the Iaw which then occurred. The gal-
leries were filled with spectators, who
frequently broke the rules of tlie house

by applauding the vigorous remarks of
the member for Centre Winnipeg.

Resolution on Referendum.

The ﬂrst' temperance motion stood
on the order paper to the mme<of the
member for Birtle, but he wag nor
present and the opposition leader
moved (it inytend. Here It is:

“Whereas, the electors of this prov-
Ince have by a majority at the  last
clection declared themselves in favor
of submitting by way of n referendu \
the auestion of abolishing the sale of
intoxicating liquors in bar rooms:

""Therefore, let it be resolved that, In
the ovninjon of this house, such.ques-
tion should be submitted by way of o
referendum without delav.”

" Mr. Norris Confident.

Mr. Norrly sald he moved the resolu-
tion with more confidence than he had
aver moved a similar one before, be-
‘teving that it had a fair chance of
Leing considered on its merits. In the
flection campaiegn which had so not-
ably strengthened the Libernl cause,
the Liberals had made definite and
distinct promises in connection with
the hiquor question. They had prom-
Ised, If clected to power, to submit to
the people a referendum on the single
question of abolishing the sale of
liquor in bars. This question he
thought had not been lower than sec-
ond in the minds of the electors, and
the Liberal party was strongly In
favor of letting the people decide this
question now as it was. He was glad
to know the government was progress-
ing In the matter of temperance
thought, and he Dbelieved that finallv
Sir Rodmond Roblin would arrea with
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Liberal piatform on this point 08| yohns
had on many others. In the tem-|was a
ance’ legislation already before thel s tem
se, the governaent hnd embodied; tempe
1e valuable reforms originally pro-l“p“c
od from the opposition benches. | juhing
oy were willing to let the govern-iyante
nt have the credit for it; but it|memt
yuld not be forgotten that in allinhis pe
ir proposals the government had |5 tem
arlooked the great democratic prin- poSC
1ec that the peoplc should rule. :
sublic opinlon had gono far on the
nperance guestion in recent months. My,
fanct, If the government would un- | he suo

rtake to closo every hotel in the pro- abolis

wce durlng the war, the opposition whol¢
yuld support it. lle believed that could
yuld be an excellent war measure, nlso |

was not only desirable because there | Mr. J

pre SO Inany goldlers In the cltieg: | the T

cause he did not believe the soldliers sald

oro addicted to strong drink any dum,
orc than other meil. But suspen- cndul

on of the liquor traffic during tho "N

ay would be an economic mensuro N

* penectit to nil. the 1
for I

Referendum on Prohtbition. t‘not :
alr. Norris said he thought that thol wias
iberal platform n the st  might just ¢
18tly be sald to have led public opin- | Gum
yn s well as vepresenteds it. In view resgé
owever, of the adyance in temper=i g,
nce thought made since the olectinn.ﬁb 4
e was willing now 10 go further undﬂ

pggest that referendum should be any
aken as to the advisability of having :.vus'
otal prohibition. The Liberal partyi c.q
vas willing that total prohibition o
hould be cnacted In the province it the
yeople supported it. He belleved that
|\ soon as conditions returncd to the
vormal, the people would support pro-
ubition. 1t should be gubmitted to the
neople 08 QA distinct 1measure, free
irom political or religlous enunglie-
ments, 'T'his wad suggestedd not for
the purpose of gotting votes, they
were 1ot on the eve, but just over ail
election, in 1v-hich the people had
strongly endorsed the Liberal party.
But it was suggested as gomething
worth thinking about in-the changed
conditions. 1n any cvent, the people
nad declarcd their faith in the prin-

ciple of the referendumn,and he, there- roy
rore, moved the resolution calllng for ;ﬂ;;

n test of public opinion by this moans
on the questlon ol gtopping tha sale ques
of llquor in bars. ’

1. L. Taylor continued the dobate,| M
moving an amendment to the Liberal | Dix
regolution which affirmed that In the
opinion of the house the best way to
denl with the llquor problent was by
means of local option. 1Ic gald thut
the oppoyition leader maintained thut
the people had already expressed Its
wiill on the point at issue, in tho vote
of July:; why, then, did he avant an-
other votc tuken ITowever, M. Tuy-
lor proceeded to discuss the abstract
question of the referondum, declaring
strongly agalnst it moinly on the
ground that ‘clectied 1epresentatives
should not surrender their own Jjudg-
ment to the popular will.

Opposcd to Abolition.

On the question of banishing the
bar, Mr. 'Taylor was equully In oppo-
sition to the Liheral views. Thls re-
torm, ho thought, would simply change

*{ the present method ot selling liquor
.| by the glass 1o gelling it by the bot-
tle, and would achieve no pood pur-
pose. “lle ynld the Liberal party had
not much to Its credit in the way of
temperance leglslation, having when In
power adopted the means of taking
reterendums in order to easc the pres-
sure of agitation from the temper-
2 | anee forces. In 1892, out of 44,671}
< | olectors, 18,637 had voted In favor of
prohibition and 7,115 agalnst It But
al in spite of such a manifest ma\jout_y
z | not & single thing was done. About
s | ten years later another vote had becn
g, | taken. *his t'me, out of 49,304 clcc-
o | tors, 12,304 voted In favor and 2,855
sr | against prohibition. NMr. Tavior sald
). { he dld not exactly criticlse the Liber-
e {nls for not enacting prohibitlon on
ce | such a small vote, holding that” it
5y | could not be taken as a fair indicaition
al{ ot public opinton, and that such radi-
e- | cal legislation could not succeed with-
e- | out public opinwn behind it. Te
ny | thought, however, that the Liberal
on | gpovernment had used the refercndum
on | to escape from a nasty position. Clus-
D. | ing his address with an argument for
ir- | tempec.ance propagandn and faith in| 11
»n. | the local optlon principle, the apcaker*
of | declared it was Lnpossible to hurry | p
oir | the worlk of yeform. He advised thel g
o- | temperance people not to worry nbout|
ri- { the legisiative end of thelr work but to| g

concentrate on propaganda,
1)d Little That Was New.

léiél T. H. Johnson anid he had listened
'| to the carefully prepared address of
he the hon. member’ for St. George, but
ivd did not find much that was new In it
m The. only thing he could say about It
ca was that It was c'le_nr. and delivered
thé in such a tone of volce that every
is. | member in the chomber could hear it.
‘(Mr. Taylor gpdaks In an unusually
aan loud tone.} ., ° -
of Proceeding, Mr. Johnson sald the
member for St. Georgo appeared' to
of have missed the point of the opposi-|.
of | tjon leader's speech, It was .not tha
the people of Maniteba had declared
O in ravor of banishing the bar, but that
they had endorsced the policy af call-
aid | ing for p referendum on thoe subject.
Whiet vight had this house to with-
___ | hold the opportunitv for them to ex-
— | press their views on a deflnite sub-
-1 ject In an unmistgkable way. He.hap
t listened with some amusement to the
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politico-temperance history relnted by
the hon. member. \Vhile he had start-
ed out to.tell what a Liberal govern-
IS ment—which had long slnce- passcd
out of existence—had done. with the
reterendum, he had admined that ity
na |} action was justified. DBut there was a
ha convenlent gap in the politicul his-
toiy relnted by the hon. gentleman.
tle had made no reference to the fact
that there was a change of govern-
ment In 1899, the new one being elect-
ed on 2 prohibition platform; and
54. || that it had not fuifilled its pledges.
‘he hon. moember had evon then been
a camp-follower of Lhat government,
nnd also a temperance man, but lhe
never protested when it departed from
tho path of virtue. He convenigntly
forgot that in 1902 the government of
en's | the day resorted to the uuye of the ref-
crendum—which was extremely un.
complimentary to his colleagues. A
ient | period In the history of this provinc
that was most distressing and heart
breaking to the teidperance forces en
qued, nil their efforis resulting In n
progress owing to legisintion cnacte:
by the government. Yet the membe
tor St. George passed over all that.
Mr. Johnson remarked that It wa
le well Mr. Taylor had s0 clearly state
he was against popular rule. He ha
| made It clear that his attitude to t}
'INT. tlelecto:'s Ot? publlc aquestions was: *
| 1s not what you think, but whnt
oms: | ¢think that poes.” This reactional
thought sounded strangely nownday
n‘nd he had given the member for £
George credit for more sagucity the
to put himself in that school.

Chapters of Disappointment.

The history of the temperiance legl
lation in this pro¢ince, said Mr) Joh
tage, | son, was one chapter after anoth
Cle:}r of disappointment to the workers, wh
down | they were given what looked lke co
cessions but which was found to
legislation full of pitfalls, and they h
come to the conclusion that these D
falls were not there by accident T
temperance people of the provir
were so used to trickery that It W
necessary to satisfy them that thi
was no joker in the deal to say, “Dr
vour own legislation, We will subi
it to the electors and sce to the car
ing of it out.” Thero was o nreced
for this when some years 2go the far
ers on the one slde and the grain n
on the other had a dispute and
honorable gentleman who lends
——— | nouse today #ald: “Draw your (
ALL | bitl, we will put it into force.”
\eader of the opposition does not
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quite so far, the member for Centre
Winnipeg sald, 'and he polnted out that
the hon. member for St. George was
not fair when he endeavored to lead
.thq house to_ think -that theé decision
was to be left in the hands of the teme.
perance forces. ‘YWhat the lcader of the
opposition proposed was that the ques-
tion should be.submitted td the people
and then have legislation framed on
their decision, whatever it might be.

The member for St. George, said Mr.
Johnson, made it clear that he himself
was a better party mnan than he was
4 temperance man—and he-was a good ‘
temperance man. The hon. member
explicitly sald-ho was epposed to ban-
ishing the bar—most temperance men
wanted to banlsh the bar, but the
member for St.'George, when It sulted
his party, despite the fact-that he was
a temperance man, stood recady to op-
pose this movement. .

Mr. Taylor Explains.

Mr. Taylor rose to remark that what
he said was.that he was opposed to
abolishing the bar and leaving tho
wholesale places open. If the latter
could also be abolished then he would
alsa be.in favor of .abnlishing the bar.
Mr. Johnson continued, and sald that
the member for St. ,George had also
sald he “was opposed to,the ireferen-
dum, yet he was In favor of the refer-

cndum in 1902, it
[ “Never,"” sald Mr. Taylor.
| Ay, Johnson proceceded to deal with
the reasons advanced by Mr. Taylor
| for his bellef that a referendum was
not o conclusive vote. A province-
wide referendum said Mr. Johnson, was
'| Just as good as a municipality referen-
{dum. Referring to Mr. Taylor's remarks
respecting the temperance people find-
ing fault with the application of the law
'| by the courts, Mr., Johnson sald he did
.| not belleve the temperance people had
any fault to find with the way the law
| was administotred by the courts: |t
was the legisiature which framed the
laws, thicy blamed. He challenged tho
member for St. George to recall any |;
place where province-wide prohlbition
had been started. It commenced with |9
the locnl option propaganda, but Lhe|s
time_ was to come¢ when the temper-
ance forees were not content with this, |e
a time when such a movement was too g
nariow, and that time had come now. |
He also challenged Mr. Taylor to polnt&
out any state, provinee or countryin
that had established prohibition by |
local option alone. It would be an ex- |
tremely difficult, if not impoysible. taslg, | ¢
that the hon. member for St. Georgelo
would set the temperance pcople of the
province. J\r. Johnson finlshed with alp
stirring appeal to the house to let the g
poople deal with this all-important |t}

question themselves. 0|
Will of the People. 1

Mr. Johnson was followed by I° J.
Dixon, Centre Winnipeg, seat B. There Ht
was a principle involved in this ques- | 't
tion, Mr. Dixon snid, and that “vas that |>;
the wlill of the w«ople should: prevail. j
The member for St. George, he declnr- | ¢
c¢d, blew hot and cold in the same)|
breath. Tocal option was nothing but ™D
a ‘referenduin by municipalities, and b,
the St. George member was in favor |'¢
of this, yet opposed to the samo prin- “‘1
ciple applied to the province. It was
all very well for pecople to tell mun-
icipal counclllors what to do, but ap- th
=1 parently the hon, member thought they Al
"kqhould not tell members of the legis- :

lature what to do. I'or himself, Mr.
Dixon declared it'to be his flrin bellef | YO
1e | that It wns the duty of the leglslature
)= | to find out the will of the pcople and
e- | to then carry it out. There was noj|
re | better way to do this than by the ref- |y,
or [erendum. It was not a question of des- | ¢
troying local option but a question of |5,
- } jocal option plus banish the bar. Over
vd | 20,000 people had usked for a vote’on
of | this question and sutely 25 members
In| would not deny these 20,000 the right
1zl to vote on such a question. He also
1eferred to o number of states which
had come under prohibition laws by

.virtue of the veferenduin,
Dr. Clingan's Viows.

Dr. Clingan .(Virden), in a short but
emphatic speech strongly endorsed the
remarks made by the two memnbers for
Centre Winnipeg, and ilso opened up
gsome new viewpoints on the ques-
tion. He suggested with regard- to
the hon. member for St. George thagt,
perhaps “in those portions of his anat-
omy where he did his thinking he had
some other way of finding out whuat |
the people wanted without asking
them."” A referendum was only asking
them what they wanted. That was the!
ordinary procedure iIn business, and.
It was just as vital in the legislature.
fle hand taken occasion to speak on
temperance considerably fn his cam- |
palgn, and the result had shown that |
the people were not“averse to the tem-
perance ldea. Regarding Mr, Taylor's
remarks, he understood that gentleman
said, the people had someo right to
blame the courts, "Is that what he
said, Mr. Speaker?” asked Dr. Clingan,
and recelving no negative reply, he
continued, saying the courts had only
interpreted the Jow as it had been
framed by the legislators and were
not, theretore, to blame., He did not
belleve that the law in Winnipeg would
be any harder to enforce than any-
where clse, desplite the insinuations to
the coltrary.

"“I'he hon. members an the govern-
ment glde keep on referring to twenty
years ago,"” sald John Willlams (Ar-
thur). “Everyvbody has progressed
during the intervening time, the whole
country has progressed. There Is only
cne fection has has not made pro-
gress' and that is the Conservative
party.” 'The Golden Apge, for that
party, he said was in the past, but
for the Liberals and for the cause of
icmperance the QGolden Age was in
the future. lHe scored the govern-
ment rfor not crediting the people with
| sutficlent scense to know what they
wanted, and cited Instances of the
manner in which local option workedu
In, districts, perhaps in the centre m.'}1
which was a town with licensed
houses. In such places the law, he|
said, was dlisregarded contlnumx.s;lyi
and continually, and there were many ,
people who would hesitate to vote for
local optlon who would be piad of the
opportunity to vot2 for province wide
prohibition.

Not Fair to Portage.

Representing the only chy n the

province under local option, ¥. A. Mece-
“herson, of Portage la P’ralvie, con-
tended that It was not fair thot ope
clty should bear the brunt, and ..e ox-
pialned what resulted when it wus
possible for people 1o go bul a ghLore
distance away Into territory not under
local optlon. )
- A great opportunity for the govern-
ment was what J. H. McConnell, of
llamiota, ealled the present chanco for |
the government to submit o referen-
dum to the people on banish the bar,
and he promised his hearty support
II such action should be taken by the
government forces. He spoke strongly
ngainst the evlls of the liquor hablt,
and said that the farmers of his dis-
trict would vote both for banishinm
the bar and for the referendum,

J. B. Baird (Mountaln), thought it
2 great shame that o petition signed
by 20,000 pcople, presented to the
aouse four years ago, should not yaot
have been acted upon. Haoao believed in
local option up 0 a certafin extent
but prohibltion ‘would be much hotten
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and ‘more’ satisfactory. Ho ,could not
understand the. temperance man who
was ot in faver of ‘abolishing the
bar. He felt very keenly on the ques-
tion, and waa'sure that such legisla-
tion would *go: a long way towards
saving the young men of the day from
‘he cvils of the drink hablt,

Evidence of Votes. '

Dr.J. W. Armstrong -(Gladstonse), re-
marked on the,great change in tho
sentiment of the province which was
apparent in the last flve years. Xo
goid that the hon, member for St
George gave one the impression of a
mon talking absolugely- aguinst his
own convictions.” Heoe referred to tho
Libernl majority of yotes to prove
that the'peopic us a whole would wel-
come temperance leglslation, There
never was a time when the temperancao
opinton was so advanced and he be-
lleved the present to be a golden op-
portuntty for the government to put
hefore the people the opportunity of
saying whether or not they were In
tavor of the bar. |

In response to insinuations by mem-
bers from the government side that
he nimselr was interested in o license,
he directly denied this. *I never had
any interest at any time in any li-
censed house, and,” he added, “if 1
cver hnd been Interested in one, It
would not have had its licensc long."”

'That is more than some of the gov-
ernment members can say,” sald a
volce from the Liberal benches, and
ns this shot-appewared to be too close
to home AMr., Armstrong was not fur-
ther interruptced.

TThe house adjourned at 6 p.m., Dr.
Armstrong atill talking.

Eveninan Session.

Al the commencement of the evening
session Dr. Thornton objected to tho
amendment of E. L. Taylor, contending
that It was o completa negative of Mr.
| Norris' resolution, and therefore out
lof order. '

AMr. Speaker ruled that the amond-
ment was in order.

| Dr. Thornton moved to amend Mr.
| Tavlor's resolution by striking out tha
 {substance of it and adding the words:
- “and whereas some progress In this
|cause has been made under the locul
 |option clauses of the Liguor License
act.

| “And whereas. in the opinion of this
liouse, the time has now mrrived when
the will of the electors of the prov-
. {nee should be ascertained on the ques-
tion of the totul prohibition of the sale
of Intoxleating liquor in the province,

{  “Thercfore, in the opinion of this
house. the question of total prohibition
of the sale of intoxlcating liquors to
the extent of the constitutlonal powers
of the province should be submitted
forthwith to the clectors by way of a
- referendum,”

H Speaking to the resolution, Dr. Thorn-
t{on noted that only one speaker on the
government side of the house had taken
'| part in the debate. That one speaker
1 (15, L. Taylor) had deglt chiefly with
anclent history, covering a tima when
many members present had not ecven
| renched the provinece. T. P. O'Connor
had sald that every generation must
llve In the spirlt of its own time. They
must not denl with the temperance
quesiion as a heritage from twenty or
thirty years ngo, but as n matter of
oxtreme Importance to the people of
Aanitoba teday. They must be gulded
by the fundamental principle that the
.7 | volce of the people should control the
s | legislation of the pruvince. r

ad Would Get Huge Majority.

10 It was the economic development of
- |the people In recent years that had
- | focussed attention upon the temperance
of question. IPublic oplr_llon had progress-
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ed bevond.the point where it was when
tho cltizens en masse were petitioning
the house for-a referendum on'banishe-
the-bar. He believed that if tho ques-
tion.were to bo submitted fairly and
squarely to the .people, an enormous
majority would be obtained, not mere-
ly for banish-the-bar, but for total pro-
hibition. The feaiure of the day was
the converslon of business men to the
n[ced for advanced témperance leglsln-
tion.

Mr. Malcolm sald he had never been
{dentified with the temperance move-
ment as o total abstainer., MHe was,
however, In' favor of any temperance
measure which the people of the prov-
ince were In favor of accepting. 1f the
people degired total prohibition, ho was
willing to ablde by their declslan,

At o time like the present, whon all
,thelr spare money was noeded for
nhllunthropic purposes, the'idea of the
lender of the opposition to have pro-
Thibition while‘the war ‘lasted, and then
to let the people say whether or not
they wished to continue prohibition
was a good one. Xor himself, he had
declided to touch nelther llquor nor to-
bacco while the war lasted. It would
be a good thing, he thought, for nll citl- {
zens in the provinee to impose upon
themselves some sgacrifice at the pres-i

1

ant time.

Premier Roblin: “Perhaps you gat
yours paid for.”
Opposltion cries of *“Oh, oh.”

Mr. Malcolin: “Thanlkk you. That Is
a very gentlemanly remark. I don't




have to have it paid for. I can pay for

lt‘l ’
Mr. Norrig—"I don’t think we necd

slurs of that kind from the 3rat minis-

tel‘." b
Hot Controversy.

At thig point a hot controversy
aroso ns to tho right of Mr. Norris
to continue the debate on Dr. Thorn-
ton’s amondment to Mr Taylor's

amendmeént.

Mr. Norris rése to speak, but was
Immediately interrupted by Mr, Speak-
or, who said that he could not pormit
Mr. Norris to speak if onyone objected
to his doing so, as tho leader of the
opposition had already spoken in thp
debate. ;

Premier Roblin—*I desire you to en-
force the rules of the house, Mr.
Spcaker.” .

Several of the Liberal members ex-
prossed ntonishment at Mr. Speaker's
ruling, and Dr. Thornton quoted a rule
which in his opinlon gave Mr., Norris
an undoubted right to speak.

Mr. Johnson—"If you, Mr. Specaker,
declde to regard thoe debate as o whole,
#urely the leader of the opposition has
the right to close the dobate.”

Mn Speaker—'"Not now, If any meme-
ber aobjects.”

Mr. Breakey Dbelleved the time had
arrived when every father in the house
would be driven to support prohibition.
He was In favor of submitting a biil
calling for total prohibition by way
of the reforendum ns far as the prov-
ince had power to do s0. Ho was suat-



isfled the time‘had arrived |y
toba, when the'peoplo ‘must wyf
On being put to the vote Dr,
ton's aomendment‘ to - the - amey
was, lost by. 24 to_ 20. The'amés
of Mr. Taylor was thcn-m_mﬁ
to 20, Hon. George Lawrence i
entered the houso in the meanp

Debate on Address Ruum‘i
The debate on the uddress ywy,,
tinued by Valentine ankler..u




" ﬁeﬂ'ﬁr to

o nd. Mr. Winkler said that
‘gl mous nature of Lhe ndc}ress

exlhuhls excuse for departing !i&m
Brhocpatriotle wttelsnes of |

‘ * plea

ijtale}' h?l-hh g’:ﬁéﬁihpcaum be delivered
: g. In his opinion it was
te that a Liberal government

g,mna in the Old Country when

.’:‘;miﬂallf"gf‘;-n out. It had stopped
“l' '

winciple and honor In Its

1t o0y Otptc\'entpn. confllct.
winkler thought he was the only
. b of the legislature who was
membf rf German descent, except per-
stoll |l:l honorable friend the premlier,
haps ss wont to boast to Germnn au-
'ﬁow:at clection timey that he was
glenceman descent. (Laughter). e,
o Gf aker, wans proud of his German
e ﬁ:ﬁy In the way of sclence, art,
ut::tur'a and manufacturing the Ger-

: lﬁ people has achieved grent dis-

tizction. t proud of German mili-
i i ﬂslzrtlictlmhll;". Winkler, amidst
"'""g,' oMy forefathers left Aermany
:tw 3 one hundred years ago and
hmmto this country to avoid the mili-
*ammlmﬂ that existed at home. Mr.
e xler sald he had conversed with a
mn{ many Germans since the war
! out and he had yet to find one

would wish to transplant Geiman
{|gltutions to this country in place of
.-:. «h institutions. As far as the Ger-
s people of Manltoba were concern-

o J hey were loval! to King and Em-

ﬁij‘r Winkler siald he had listened
'much Interest to Llhe spcech of
lyr, Ray upon the north country. That
Imch strengthened the Ldberal argu-
the natural resources of the
prosince shoull be handed over to the
province. .
y . Many More Liberals.
) to the election of last July
}ufﬁérlg;{ér sald AMr. Speaker would
‘sea.many more faces on the Liberal
side of the house. The oposition feit
that It had a mandate from the people
iublnd it. The Liberals had come back

¢ to the house In strength In spite of
*aving to face a dlabolical machine.

1

trict  the federal minister of public
worksa had promised a rallroad. The
member for Manltou had been there
also, and had told them he would use
w¥hatever influence he possessed if the
tote went favorably to the government,
Even the premler had been down and
bunches of 25 or 50 railroad tickets
had been given away to get good at-

In Morden and Rhineland the gov-
emment had foisted a cundidate upon
the people simply because it was nec-

ry to have a candidate with
‘mney. Honds, rallroads and many
gther things had been promlised. Early
in the contest he wans confronted on
the plafform by the statement that
{he constituency had alirady receive<l
17000. Councllmen claimed to have re-
¢jved sums of money. Certainly the

meney they were spending to securc

the retum of the government candl-
date did not come out of their own
pockels.

No less n person than Hon. Robert

Rogers had come down to his constit

geney In a private car and In one dis-

tendances at political meetings.

Winkler sald
boneul and re

N

Tmining to the The Pas election, ANr.

it appeared that certain
spectable citizens of the
province could not get across The Pas
bridge because they were nat Indians.
(Laughter). The attorney-genernl and
Ge provincial secretary were there to

keep them back.
AMr. Howden—*I never w
tho bridge.”

“*Well, others had gone ncross,” sald
Nr. Winkler. “The member for Morris
‘Mad crossed and the member for te.
Arye, and the member for Iberville.”

dtye. and the member for Iberville.
. Mr, Parent—"I was at the The Pas,

WY never went across tLhe bridge.

« (laughter and cheers on both sides of

s house).

.. Ar. Hamelin—*I was at The Pay, but

ent acrqss

I never went ncross the bridge.,”

.hughter).
Class by Themsolves.

-Mr. Winkler—*p think these men
must be o class of Indian by them-
Rlves”” (Loud liughter). We knosy the
ttlorney.general wouldn't allow the

leader of the opposlition to go across

the bridge.”

., Mr. Howden—*1 deny that. I{e went
8Crods the brldere to the other yide

d came back.”

Premter Roblin—“Is it tru; thut

EVery person poing across was search-
edlgor Wilskev 2 .

r Johnson—"Ask ; -
St your own o

Premier Roblin—.

there " There weren’t uny

(Crles of “Oh! Onrr
Alr, Winkler sa l .

up there 1o pre
Who‘-"‘t'r, that w

a + .
,uii"’"é" of tho dezartment of jus-

[ all British Institutions re-
'mthfﬂr the administration of jus-
‘o Sr ould be preatest. What was the
for ol fendine men to shed thelr bLlood

~ Coldwell

Amendments Fathomless.

d that if the sovernment weare
:‘;ﬁ t}10 bring  forward leglslation

*the People,

Id that someone was

vent peopie crossing.
a8 must hnve had the

Nt uropean battleflelds
he Justice was being flouted at

'ﬂl‘ Winkler urged upon the minister |
hgf;iculturc the necessity of provid-
- I,:::!an money for the farmers. He |

ey fhought was approved by

{

th |
@y 160 p) € opposltion would be

o €ased to assist them in
3 WY, But |{f they thought th

{he Coldwet ould help them to keer

hﬂlor the Yy could not get to the bhot-

Coldw >
Tinjy)er : oldwell amendments. The

f educati .
'ﬂlhat h Catlon could not man

ol imself, Apparently nobody
iW-H The one thing the government
hmset to the bottom of was the |

'3 7. (Laughter,)
‘:M‘Lpams“ (Winnipegz South) sald
'Eajh Was the platform of the Lib-

E:}loﬂa of compulsory education and
2 i-lhe-bar had led to his election
! bose of hig colleagues. He felt
mndul& mandate from the people de-
m“m at the business of the
'llslnnee should be conducted in a more
'R -like manner. 1je thought that
h.:k“: Bothing Lat a poor keeping of
thay Which resulted in the assertion
‘htu Would cost $25,000 to produce
i the members had asked for.

* fte¢ the minister of public works
h{gﬂnled to say that no business

Coulq

broduce them in the way
e *eaker thought,

r Duty to Home.

ﬂzhty.a" felt they had a duly toward
%lhemmre' but they had also a duty

mh“m@. Which was not Incompatible
Bve the other, He thought that the
_‘mmmt’llt had not made the best

%Nsslble with regard to the cle-
gm;‘h The government should en-
Y £€8 mixeq farming In all ways pos-

& Manltoba wag sclling, he had

:ﬁtold. $300,000 worth of hogs per

'gllcrh Parrish mentioned = cnge in
termeéh"-‘ Motor leugue hnd become In-

s d0d ¢ '8 POVs
Rumen omplained that the go

:me befaore it would secure the ar-
t of

tm & motor thief who hnd de-

Hmd to the United States.
:n.,.?n‘ J. H, Howden denled the state-

question,
The

g& ; slatute books,
, Mg, Johnson Stirs House.

h.f( l!.:' Johnsyon made a stirring speech
tion 0}' Which was an eloquent declara
“?m{‘-"yully t0 the emplre and an ex

l ! amend:nents where they
o Rey would find themselves mls- |

:'&.' h’;ﬂ.}' Which had been responsible
return to parliument. The

t had required $200 from the

e - Nd gave the government side of

Wyray 8heaker also referred to the
M ey orm, und thought it ought to
g-,retft'-'"detl for six months more: but

f woontd Roblin explajned that un-
o th‘:!ﬂﬂ repealed the moratorium stood

of the principles of tho em-

|
r

|

i




Pire, ana tio otner half devoted to o
searching and scathing denunciation of
the government's record. Mr. Johnson
stated that he agreed with everything
that had been sald with a view of in-
spiring patriotic sentiment., On that
subject there were no two opinions in
the province of Manitoba today. With-
out distinction, of party, without dis-
tinction almost of national origin, one
and all responded to the sltuation in
appropriate fashion.

- Naturallzed British subjects had come
to the country for the purpose of im-
proving thelr condition, of- sharing the
benefits of the cltizenship that the
people of this country enjoyed. Thosa
who were naturalized British subjects
clalmed every privilege that came 1with
Britlsh citizenship. They came to Can-
nda for the purpose of merging In the
nationality whiech was belng developed
in this country at the present time‘thae
best which was to be found in the na-
tionalities from which they came.

Bound by Strongest Ties.

The British empire was constituted
in o peculiar way, and was not bound
together in the way many emplres had
becn, but by the stronger tie of human
liberty. The war had brought out the
best that all the nationy of the emplire
had to give to her.

Only One Result.

Speaking of the result of the war,
Mr. Johnson sald there could be no
two notlons ns to that. There could
be only one result. ight was strong,
and was bound to triumph. After this
war he hoped that war would be made
impossible for ever (applause). If that
were so, the blood and treasure had
been well spent. | B

A great war was on, but there was
the duty before thaut house of attending
to its regular buslgess. We have had
it held out to us this time that we
ought to let the government alone.
“Pleasc don't bother us while we are
In charge of the treasury. Please do
not ask so many questions, Please do
not remind us that we are o minority
government,” This was thie way the
government were talking., The govern-
ment had given help to the British
government, und the opposition had
supported them éinthis, as in the small
donation they T 1d made to the Belgian
Relief fund. At the war session it was
actuanlly proposed to Lrorogue without
muaking any grant to the government.

The Real Cause.

The real cituse for calling that
speclal wur session was the fact that
the treasury was depleted by the bad
management of the affairs of the pro-
vince. Then the government wanted
to make out that this preac,nt session
was also a war sesslon. They wanted
to capitalize the war and hide their
misdeeds behind the plea of pat-
1totism. Ifon. Dr. Montagie had in-
dignantly denled that any charge could
be Iald against him of wrongful expen-
diture of publlc money. He must have
a short memory, for he, Mr. Johnson,
had definitely charged him, in o chargo
made up of nlne counts, of wrongful
expenditure of $93,000. Notwithstand-
ing this, the honorable gentleman op-
posite had denied them an Investiga-
tion.

Mr. Johnson went on to speak of the
financlal stress resuiting from the war,
and stated that no one had contributed
to that panlec as had the government
of Manitoba., Notwlithstanding that the



nouse had voted $2,600,000 for par-
linment bulldings nand that there was
supposed to be_ $1,000,000 in the trcas-
ury for good roads, yet, when the war
broke out all-work stopped at once.
This swas supposed to be a govern-
ment of surpluses. .They were told
of n Surplus of $7,000,000 yet when the
war broke out there did not appear to

be a dollar In the treasury. N "

Mr. Armstrong Interrupts.

Hon. Hugh Armstrong here inter-
rupted and stated that, because the
house had voted $1,000,000 for good
ronds and about $2,000,000 for public
works, that did not say that they had
those moneys in the treasury. Mr.
Armstrong said thnt Mr. Johnsqn was
misrepresenting the government, which
the member for Centre Winnipeg
denied. '

Mr. Johnson asked: “But you had
that $1,000,000 in the treasury.?”

Mr. Armstrong again denied this,
and Mr. Johnson retorted: ““We will go
into that question later on.” _

The member for Centre Winnipeg
spoke about the Redlstributlion act
and mnde an effective contrast of the
constituencles of Centre - Winnlpeg
and Nelson *“and Churchill. Centre
Winnlpeg was the smallest constit-
uency in the house but had the' largest
number of people in i§. Grand Rapids
was also a fortunate stroke for the
government. That constituency had

the same voting power in that house,

as his largely-peopled constituency. It
took 45 men in Centre Winnlpeg to
compare with one man In Grand
Rapids. Hon. Hugh Armstrong had
the distinction of being the only mem-
Lber in the‘house who had run for two
constituencies, It might be sald that
in the latter case It wns o long dis-
tnnee run., Certalnly it was a long
distance from home. (Laughter.)

Attempt Failed Ignominously.

Mr. Johnson, continuing, sald that
the government had tried to shuffle
him out of his seat, but though he was
250 to the bad in new Centre Winnipcg
the people of his old constituency had
given him o majority of 1,400, leaving
him o clenr majority of 1,150, .“This
must look large to the minister of pub-
lic works. (Laughter.) And even to
the prime minister himself.” (More
lnughter.) The speaker went on to
describe the naturalization frauds In

Centre Winnipeg and roused members

to roars of lnughter again and again.
Machine Blew Up.

Mr. Johnson recalled o few more of
the coups attempted by the Roblin
supporters, remarking that most of
thom ended in follure. After the ¢x-
posure of the bogus naturalization
frauds, the conspiritors did not know
how much more the Liberals knew. So
the machine blew up, and some of the
pieces had not been found yet. lle
attributed the victory of himself and
his colleague In Centre Winnipeg to
the vigllance and the enterprisel of
thelr constituents, which was a marvel
considering the corrupt forces that
wera arruyed against them. On the
sida of the government were the “clubs
of that clags,” the low hotels, the riff-
raff of the cily. IIowever, the time
was bound to come when the open
connection of the government with
that element would destroy any politl-
cal value that element might once have
had. Apparently the government had
now come to realize this, considering



the wny"’lt was treanting its former
friends. -, '

.1 INustrating some of the methods em-
ployed to defeat Mr. Dixon and him-
gelf, Mr, Johnson showed); how the
smallest and meanest hotels had regis-
tered the largest number of voters for
the Roblin government. The Nugget
hotel had .registered- an astonishing
number, but it didn’t vote them. Thers
was' o wonderfully large registrotion
from 662 Maln strect, 686 Maln gtreet
and” 084 Maln .street. A lttle enqulry
roevealed that these addresses were
those of the Bell, Savoy ond Reno
hotels respectively. It was usual to
rlve the residence of the voter, but in
these cases the numbers had been used
to throw thé Liberal investigators off
the scent of the colossal plugging that
was contemplatéd. On the list he
noticed 71 men registered~ from 170
Logan avenue and 61 from 181 Logan
anvenue., Thinking these must be ¢x-
traordinary houses to contain so many
qualified voters, he looked them up.
'hey proved to beo the Coffee House
and the Men's Own, He Dy no means
suggested that these places should go
in the same cntegory with “clubs of
that class,” On the _contrary, the
managers of the placcs Were Christian
men, and had afforded’ the Liberals
evory facllity to clean up the lists.
with thelr assistance, it was found
that out of the 71 men registered from
the Coffce House, only 8 had ever been
known or had ever stnyed there. It
wans about the same wlth‘ the Men's

Oown.-
Was Himself Offered Ticket.

Continuing, sthe ' speaker ‘sald ho
could never cxpress his approclation
of the manner in which the electors of
Centre Winnipeg had taken hold of
the situation in August, and fought
thelr flght for justice, fair electlons,
and the rights that had been trampled
on by hon. gentlemen opposite, The
government worlkers had hired every
auto they could lay their hands on to
bring voters to the polis. He knew
whercof he spoke, for actually a gov-
ernment worker had offered him a
ticket goad for $35, If presented next
day at a certain place, If he would
lend his own car. This was on the
morning of the election. He regretted
that he was asleep at the switch and
did not tuke the.ticket that was offer-
cd to him: but he could have had it
had he been smart enough; It was
handed out at arm’s length, What a
contrast the friends of the other side
presented? - On clection day 163 men
of Winnipeg took out thelr own autos
and employed them, without nny fee or
reward, in the Liberal behalf till the
polls closed, If it were to be the last
statement of his life, he would say
that not one man wns panld one cent
for the use of a conveyance of any
kind in Centre Winnlpeg by himself or
anyone ropresenting him, cither direct-
ly or indircctly.

If he allowed himself to boe dlverted
from his duty to- such constituents as
that, he would, indeed, be wanting in
the q\mlltias of a fuithful representn-
tive. 'But nothing should cause him to
forget that It was his duty to lay bare
hose facts connected with the IRoblin
regime which had disgraced the pro-
vince. -

Speaking in lighter veln, Mr. John-
son said he regretted the flrst minister
had not done him the honor to listen
to his speech. This was something to



which he had become resigned in tho
last few \vears.” However,.he merely
desired to present a little map, whici
he ‘had drawn -himself, to the first
minister. It was drawn in two colors,
the red depicting that part of-Centre
Winnipeg which had voted Liberal and
the blue that part which had voted
Conservative, Only two little patches
of blue there were. One, in the old
constituency of West Winnipeg, repre-
sented n poll that had voted Conserva-
tive repeatedly. A.-personal friend of
his, but o political friend of his op-
ponents, had a tavern there. The poll
nlways carried for the -government,
and -it would have been a pity that
such a small piece of consolation should
be denled. ;

Sent Map to Premier.’

Mr. Johnson sent the map to the
premler by a4 messenger.

Proceding, he said he agreed that at
this time their first duty was to the
empire, but hoe-did not admit that they
had no other duties. The opposition
had the duty of mnking the govern-
ment face certain unpleasant facts.
1°jrst, they demanded a satisfactory ex-
plangtion of why the government



broke down and ran on or about
Aug., 4 last, instend of continuing
business as usual. Next, they wanted
the fullest and most completeo dis-
closures of the facts in connection with
.the contract for tho new. parliament
bufldings—which had alreandy cxcceded
the estimuted coat- by more than
$700,000 on the foundations alone.
They would demand the fullest
investigation into the naturalization
frauds, with punishment for the cul-
prits. When any body of men lmd
plans to steal our citizenship, which
was more precious ;than our treasuro,
they should be punished. He was not
condemning-thie government unheard;
but simply served notice that faclli-
tics for a full and free investigation
would be required. Later In the ses-
slon, facts to serve as a preliminary
basa for that enquiry would be lald
before the house.

A full Investigation would be de-
manded into 'what, for lack of a better
name, hnd come to be called The Pas
clection—althbugh there was no clec-
tion at all. Although the law of Man-
itoba said there should be freec clec-
tion, it was not free¢ in The Pa», but



frustrated, ono of the candidates dis-
appearing and: remaining hidden to
this .day. Statoments in regard to
this afratr would be Ilnld before the
houso in o constitutional manner, and
an investigatlion must be held  No
matter who they were, tho wrongdocrs
hand to be punished.

in tho mattor of the falr wage con-
tract on the new parllament buildings,
Mr. Dixon had showed that the con-
tract had been broken nnd /ther men
deprived of thelr just pay. It was
recessary that restitution should bo
madoe to those pgien:; thoe Jaborer was
worthy of his:hire, v

‘“T'here must be redress for the un-
falr representation accorded to the
pcople of the province In the last re-
distribution. The liquor traffic inust
be withdrawn from politics or pass
out of exlstcncns Autocracy in this
province must be put down, and the
legislature must see to jt that the
mandate glven by the people In the
gpencral clection becomes translated
into:law,” declared the-speaker, in i
rousing peroration.

“Finally—and 1ot the. minister of



education henrken unto me—the peo-
ple ofthe province declared emphatic-
ally on July 10 that 1recal, genuine
compulsory cducation is the mandate
of the province, together with repeal
of the Coldwell -nmendments.”

“Which you wvoted for,” Interjected
AMr. Coldwall,

“This 1s not a tlme for quibbling,”
sald Mr. Johnson. “That matter will
be discussed on it later occasion.”

Mr. Coldwell ndjourncd the debate.

Billsa Introduced.

Numerous bllls were introduced,
and several recelved thelr second
reading. When the law amendments
committee mecets next week it will
have plenty to do.

Hon. Joseph Bernier withdrew three
bills standing to hls name—a bill to
amend the Municipnl Boundaries act,
n DIll to amend the Rallway Taxation
act, and a bill to amend the QGood
Iloads act.

T. II. Johnson's bill to amend tho
Schoaol act by repealing the Coldwell
amendments was down for second
reading but was allowed to stand,
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