GNA CHARTA AND THE ‘'NECESSARY DEVIL" |

y. the fifteenth of June, 1915, was the seven hundreth an-
one of the most important milestones in British Iuslur\
- King John of the Magna Charta, which laid the found- ‘
gsh political and personal liberty.  In normal times
this “_"“M \mu\b‘ en m'lohmlul by pageants and festivities of many |
Mnda. Bt now ‘\ ¢ celebrate it™in a much sterner yet none the less
1y is safe to say that but for the Great Charter and the
rineiples it wlnmnh-«-d and embodies England would never have
eld the tradiftonal position of Chamuion of the Freedom in Europe.
John h‘_,{lnml from whom we got our charter, was probably the
%“t king (pat ever reigned in England.  Avaricious, cowardly, a
bﬁlﬁtﬂ'\'l‘ n profligate, a tyrant, no one 1't1|1|§l have expected that
n we would date the birth of the free English nation.
ry':l'llms drove (e component parts of the nation together.
W apt Saxons, the Church, the Nobles and the Commons, all
“m\ forced to forget their mutual jealousies and to stand
de 3 the great cause of freedom. John was *‘the necessary
'zulo which Mr. Stead—when he sought to bring about
Umled_“‘“““" of Europe''—used to accord to the sultan of
the role, in fact which Germany and the Kaiser fill today.
force whicch by its very hnhmlnms led all men of good will to
against it.
'l\xerc are erities who have pointed out that wuny of those who
the charter and foreed the King to sign it were tyrants them.
es. This does not detract from its value. It is there, neverthe-
and succeeding generations of Britons have successfully based
aims of freedom upon this foundation. It is, of course, a
to supposé that the principles of the Charter originated
nong the men of King John’s reign. - Stephen Langton found a
er in St. Panl’s Which had been signed by Henry 1 a lmndred
before, and it in its turk was based upon laws, customs aind
Ia which dated back to (h\- dim’ Iu-gnmmgs of \nxun hlslon
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b\) when ﬂw freedom \\‘lné f“e‘\-xﬁm!
Eumpv We ean lan Dack with grati
nnd lmuxhl\' lmmm \\'hn foreed the



