BOOTS FOR PRISONERS

THE TENDER PRICE WAS $2
A PAIR,

Boats Made In  Penitentlary Cost
$2.85 o Palr—The Prison May He
Allowed to Muke the Necessary
Footwear.

The boots now being Issued to the
prisoners-of-war at Fort Henry are
being made at the penitentiary by
convict labor. There bas been some
trouble about finding suitable bool
for prisoners, as it was not nece
sary to Issue them such good shoes
as {ssued lu um -uldwr-, and which
cost $3.9 M
Ues dncldnd Illlt. a  boot .
quality classed as “‘Coburgs™
made by the convicts at penjtentiar-
les for thelr own use would be suit-
able. Tenders were culled from sev-
eral manufacturers, and ernge
price proved to be $2.50 a pair. The
cost of material and labor for the

s to o at th
Institution has proved to be
At Portsmouth the conviets have
been very buey, and had 0 pairs
on hard, some of (hese, however, bo-
Ing ot the “discharge” Kkind—the
style issied to convicts on thelr
discharge and some the kind issued
to the Mcers. About 350 peirs were
transferred to Fort Heary and auth-
asked so that despite
ler price all boots may
the penitentiaries.

‘The Comumission, whioh investi-
gated the conditions at the Porl:rl
mouth - institution some time le

condemaied the stone-pile and. recom-
mended that the convicts be given
more work in the shops. At present
the. work in th s ury qniet
and rather than put back
on the stone pile it is Cﬁl\llll("red ad-
visable to have the conviets con-
inue to work in. the shop making
hoots, even if they have to be given
10 prisoners of war at a loss. |




