SO -
 DYNAMITING PLAIS

Border German Who Helped
ets Ten Years in the

Penitentiary

BREAKS DOWN IN CDURT

Admittedly Tool of Detroit Gcr-
man Who Employed
¢ Him

By Canadian Press,

indsor, @ni, Aug. 14.—"1f I am
to be convicted on this crime I am
going down an innocent man,

“This man (pointing his finger
abdve), knows I am  innocent of
wrong-doing. | never was in sym-
pathy with the Gérmans and never
Shall { be while I am on e
Thix wus the fervent de
Wiliam Lefler, who Yeste:
sentenced by Judge - Dromzole
ten years in Kmgston Penitentiury
on the charge of being an accom-
plice in the dynamite expiosion
which partially wrecked the Pea-
ody plant In Walkervilie on June
u'n' five years on the charge of
in attempt_to blow up
m- “Windsor arsenal. The aentence
runjeoncurrently. which means
at full term_ is ten k:
e Lefler and Wife Sob.
Both Lefier and his wife' " com-
broke dowh when court
appearcd

Claimed in_n vvice ost drowned
bs, - God, 1l be dead be-
o he is let out
In a statement before sentence
was passpd. Lefler briefly  outlined
his carcer since boyhood which was
spent in Oxford County. Ontarin. He
related the circumstances surroum
ing the shutting down of the Tate
ctric fuctory, Ford_City, just be-
fore the war started Anid how Albert
schmidt offered /him a job a
n watchman.
Foylowing the closing down of the
plant\gaid the accused. Kaltschmidt
equent visitor until the im-
1 autho-itiex refused to let
s the border. iefler con-
fimued to do odd Jobs for  him
however and it was while engaged in
fixing some screeas al Kaltschmidt's
home in Detroit jast May. that the
iatter callad him up frem his office
and sald he had another litile job for
him.
U1 was used to dolpk” mu- odd
jobs for hink” sajd-Tefl
Afraid to Do .\n_nmng.
“When [ saw him at his office
iater he told me that he had some
stuff In the vault at the old Tate
plant in Ford City and that he
wanted me to take two valises
across. He never told me that stuff
was dynamite and 1'did not find out
vntil the other man was placing it
in the valises
“I pi¢ked ,up what was left and
threw it over the fence. #1 felt like
calling up xhe police. I did nht
know w 0 do and 1 was afraid
to do ln)lhin'
ome time later officers Nash.
Smith and Morand came and ‘said
they wanted me. 1 did not refuse to
£o. They wanted me to make .a
stateigent. T did not do - it right
away. But they kept at me. 1| mm
thought the best thing to do
¢ a clean breast of the hots

Was Born Near Otterville.

“I have always had a friendly feci-
ns for the British and the others
fighting the Germans and Aistrians,
and I can't unders:
owed to the biddings of Kalt

i not under hypnotic Influence, use
dynamite to injure the British.
was Canada, down near
4‘luer\;lh and 1 have the best in-
the * Mother
2 w 1 came to
get mixed up in this affair 1 feel that
1 £hall never be abie to explain.”
It was at this juncture that Lefler

and broke down, sobbing bitterly.
The only thing that is worrying
me,”" he sald in conclusion of his
staiement, i my dear wife. whom
I love dearly and who love i
A Plea for Leniency.

In pleading for leniency, Barrister
Morton, counsel the accuse
stated that.the ot Tkds by
the prisoner may prove useful to
the Government in bringing the

o

o .
is man is evidently a tool of
Kaltschmidt, who is a man who will

assing sentence Judﬂ' Drom-
gole lutad that Lefler had been con-
victed of two of the most cerious
crimes. He had taken into consid-
eration every circumstance that ma

tained in this country and I
property must be proucled'
the court.



