LAURIER TELLS
MERAGEOF N
TOCMLZATON

If Enrope Were Orushed Ger-
many Would Prepare For
' War On U.8.

(Western Asscclated Press)

MONTREAL, Dec. 10.—Sir Wilfrid
Laurfer, in his add-ess at the Monu-
ment National here last evening, de-
clared that the entente cordile be<
{ween 'Great Britair* and France, the
mother countries of the two principal
races In Canada, did not seem to ex-
ist In Canada to the same extent.

Sir Wilfrid quoted from a letier by
Oliver Asselin to the minister of mili-
tla, in which the natlonallst offered
to ralse a French-Canadian regiment.

“Asseline says,” Sir Wiltrld con-
tnued, “that tp fight with the Allles is
to fight for civilization, and there are
not two ideas about this In the civil-
ized world. He says that he does
not depart from his ideas. I know
Mr. Asselin's- ideas. I have learned
them, but 1 ‘have no reproach to
make. We ure in a free country, but
when he comes back from the war,
covered with glory, we will again hear
those idews.

“To claim that it ‘is the duty ot
each man to fight is to claim it is
the collective duty of a nation to fight,
and 1t is because of thaf fact that Mr,
Aiselln is enabled to carry out the
noble aspirations which animate him,
the veteran L leader
went on, “I have talked war from
a point of view of humanity, and what
js the effect on Canada? Canada is
interested.  Germany wanted world
dothinion.  She wanted~to start by
crushing. France, Britain and Italy,




and - then Germany would have  its
hand in the.old world.
Will Regret Neutrality

“Do ngt then forget that the powers
in that ccse would be Germany d
the Cuited States, two continents face
to _face. Terhaps Germany, brulsed
by the war, would not bhe ready to
start, war on. the United States at
anee, but it would start at once with
military preparations for the next way
‘uml tho United States viouid starg at
dnce to become a military nation.

“The world Understands that it Ger-
many trininphe in this war the United
Staten will regret Its neutrality in the
‘\nr as Dritain toduy rym- ts neu-
Attty in. 1870,
"1 appesl o the .ood unn of my
\eu‘mp-mou. all of them. = There s
danger. During my long  career |




‘bnr:: never made an appeal to one
wection of (he country, never addreas-
ed mysell to only my, own race, but
always to he universal conscience of
the people of the whoje country,
“Now It is 10 you that I address my-
self, and for wkat reason? It Is be-
cause there ard men who say that the

French-Canadiang are afraid to fight
for Qreat Brluﬂu‘%ﬂr France. If
thiz is one of the cases which have

inspired Mr. Asselin in what he “is

doing; again I extend to him my con-

gratulations. It I say a word to you,

my  compa.-iots, It ‘Is to show the

blood there is {n your velns.”
Admires France

Bir- Wiitrld then referred to the ad.
miration he felt for France in. this
war, and the manner In which all
detrimenttal Influences in France had
disappeared.

“f am forty years.in public life, and
in all parts of the country I have
woyg proclaiméd my ; French origl
but at. the same time.have always
made my declaration that Rritlsh In-
stitutiony are greater thagn all others.
T have always thought o? these two
great nations, Britain and = Frahce,
miarching at the vanguard of civiliza-
tion together and 1 pralse heuven that
1 have lived to see the ‘entente cordi-
wle—an entsnte, ['am sorry to say,
which is greater perhaps between the
two mother couniries than In this
country, Those whu have pattiotism
should work to restore harmony here
on a basis acceptable by ali, under-
stood by 2ll, with Justice to all

“When our youny soldlers come
bealc from the front, and Mr. Asselln,
when' he cotnes back, there should be
an end of discord. French-Canadinn
and English-Canadiun have fallen side
by side, and now slecp together In
eternal sleep In the woll of France, 1t
these difficulties. here conlinued, they
would rise from thelr graves and.cry
to us here, ‘peace. ™ 2

Defanss Canada's Duty

“People in Montreal have said that
Canada should hot take part in thiy
war, and should only defend its own
soll. But there Is no merit in that.
Any man who would not defend Ails
own soll would be worthy the indig*
uation of everyohe. That is the most
iemental of dutles, 'For a. noble
cause we must do more than our
duty, -

“1 kave heard {t mald that it s a




Ppoleon the third participated, which
had alienated sympathy in Enpgland
from France.
| “Today, continued  Sir  Wilirid,
“British “armies are on the soll of
France to defend It against the Prus-
slans. Those who make statements—
ta hurt reeruiting—would ask Canada
to commii the same fault they.accuse
England of ‘having pade in 1870, 1
sec the house 'of my neighbor burning.
Do 1 go Into theyquestion of his con-
duct while. it iy hurnhw? More than
that, I see France atlacked by Ger-
many; Englard golng to her help And
yet some people here saying that. we
should not ‘help. England: {8 accused
of not -helping France in 1870, ‘but
these same people say thit France fs
not abuve reprosch, and ailowed Prus-
sla to despoll Trenmark,
Humanity's Cause Triumphed

“In 1914 in the British parliament
it was the cause of humanity which
triumphed. ' France addressod herself
10 England agd aked for help to save
her. Hritain that day tmmediately re-
plied and covered the seas with its
ficets, and immealately rushed its
‘Wwhole army over, and started to ralse
new armies of 4:000.000 mon, and Eng-
piish, Hcotlsh and Irish rushed to range
(hemscives beneath the banner, with-
oyt conscription or force upon them,
but for liberty and cfvilization,
- I hear another objection. - ls it any
use for Canada to send 100,000 or
200,000 men across in the midst of
millions _and  miliovs of = Germana,
Austrians, French, Britlsh and others.




What can our fow men.do It s lttle
for them with their milllons, and yet
the sacrifice {8 enormous ‘upon us.’

“I will not admit that what we are
doing is withdut resalt, and wiil: be
without result. on the final deculon
(Cheers.)

Tribute te Canadians

. “Is it for us Canadians to say, bt
numbers alone count, and net cours
age? Our bistory iy filled with fnol
dents which show that the weak have
often triumphed, We haye the. mem=
ory of Dollard Des Ormeaux, wha'di
Mot fear to die, but who saved the
colony. 'We have the testimony *af
General French to the effect that our
men have not fost the courage of their
ancestors and know how to dle. ‘And
at Langhemarcq, that day, who' "q
it saved the daysrgecovered the g
non, and held the fleld? YWho but cur
own sons.

“It is mot only the material M]p.
however. We know that
almed “at world-wide Gomtnation. m
know {t on unmistakabls evidence, au
ofigial French documents w»u.ma [
the outbreak of the war.
thought that as soon as Brnun v
In. war, the empire would crack and
disappear—that Ireland would be:(ork
by civil’ war. =~ But the answer was
different. It was the sight of Hrltjsh
mubjects jn all parts of the world yla3
ing with arms in thelr hande,’ und
what was the cause

“The cauée Ia liberty which we lov g.
It was a great lesson for the Germay
people.” Uiyt
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