i 1 bhelieve the Dpeople. irresnective of |
| *arty, recocnlze those qualities, DBut| gy
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{ audulently registered by proxy. AL

1 hat to require a person whose name

ause on Objections in Bill| 27
smending Election Act |9
Raises Opposition | th
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4o, T Johnson Introduces Bill

timed at Ending ''Clubs of th,
That Class"

¢bjcctionos 10 i clausie in a gov-
1 meat bill amending the Elzction
1 ¢t were recorded in the leglsluture
paterday by Liberals as well as
Caservatives, and  also by F. J,
nzon (Ind.), and I, A Rigg (Soclal-

pmocrat). In fuct 'remier Norris, R
 «vg moved the second rending of the
wi was the first to point out the
pticuity,  He proposed  that  the
ga2¢tlon, tugether wathh the, whole
=atter of bringlug the Kiection ncll

g-to-date, should be referred 10 a
ccmmiitee anthorized to stady the fo

: goustion betweon nuw and the next | Yo

«;zion of the house, th

The clumse in question previdad D

M tat the onus of proving  the ight 111

d?a protested name to remaln on g ke
(% soters’ Hst rests on the would. | ui
s elector or his agent, Instead of { N
ea the person protesting the name, | SC

4 e heuse acreed that the present L ur

gitem has In the past cnused grave
wogularit!~2s,  [astances were cli»d In

)| 4 ahich It was lmpossible to remove | be

-1 the st hundreds of names i PC

pe same tiine, 1t was pointed out |lo

=~y challenced to go to the expens. [ hi
i*d trouble of vindicating his rvight | ay
to vote at the court of rvevisjon (e
:aight create much hardship. L ¢
Read Conditionally. 1‘{!1
The b:ll was read a second time, ::n
«1th the undarstanding that the
bouse IS Lot committed to the clouye | -
in queation. Other features of the b
: : .- ¢
sessure, which Premntier Norris em- e
1S o . ; L ’}
(rasized In a vigorous anddress, pro- 1t
v'de for the aboiition of th: annual l1ll
ivislen of the lists and fo-= largely
eepasine the discretionary powers

el the revising judges. Under the q,(;
ems of the bill, revisions wilit be it

v'\d before every electlon and per-
“:9v at intervals to be determined
by tie law amendinents cominltte.
Mr. Norris miade it clear that the ¢c
B dees not alm: at bringing " thy
Fisction av: to perfection, 'To do
tsaf, b/, intimated, would be a long
1~d arduous job. The amendments
tew proposed are required in ovder
to make It pessible to take the ref- of
eendunt [n Mirch under reasonable |
ecaditlons,
»Speeches  fromd S, K, Clement {15
(Brandon) and T. D. Ferley (Gimii) | U
*rouzht the debate on the address to |
g.close. Mr. Clement dealt wlith
aatrletic and agriculturnl questiong,
and Mp., Ferley, who represents o ‘
toastituency larcely  Polish and | 4¢
Ckraln'an. arzued in faver of the '
Mlinzual school gystenl. ,
How. T. 1. Johnson introduced a |

T

MI to amend the acts of incorpora- | <
toa of certin clubs, ‘I'iils mceuans the th
erd .of thoer “clubs of that elass™ |1

a

vhich caused xo much public {fiterest
7o veirs awco. Mr, Johnson's DIl s te
A replica of one that he endeavored | &7
th introduee at the last session of |10
ke house., It was then barred. thelT?
Pobl'n srovesnment maintalning thatjr
cmember bad no right to brine in o
HMil to amend a private act withoul' |
mee tibtlre o petition. ki
Ater joining the other speakers In i
thelr  cnnvratnlations to  Speaker
RBitrd amd Premler Norris, Mr. Cle-
wnt waile “t -particnlarly desire to N
cihifely payv v tribute to the WOk
! the attorney-general, and to 84y

4 1hq the people of Maritoba are fore

ttnate in Laving o wentieman of his
ittainments and character adininis-, j
erine the department of justice, nnd |y

! they nnderstood the grent respon- it
sibilitler which he assuried in on-
deuvoring 10 redeem  the name of
Manitob:n they would appreclate more
the offort to restore Marnitoba to the
rosition which she ouwht to oceupy
among the provinces of Canada,

"] desire farther to compliment the
sader of the opposition upon his
sromotion to such an hnportant of-
fte. When [ entered the house and
found the oppositlon without o hearl
L spirit of mullt selzed me and 1 be-
tamz possessed of a feellng thnt I,
more than any of the others was re-
iponsible for the decapltation.

In Good Hands.

“And, slr, it was a sSource of con-
vdarable rellef when I learned that
the honorable member for Carlllon’
kad becn selected leader, and when
I Hstened to thnt conclse, though ex-
stedingly appropriate address which
% déllvered I felt that burden or re-
ponsibility removed and hecame
¢ahn in my mind becaure the oppo-
uton {s now in good hands.

“Mr. Speaker, we arc witnessing
3 unique but a very pleasant sight,
“lz. a government with a ixed de-
rmination to put Into legisiation the
pladres wwhich It minde to the people.
12d | came here with i feeting that
row le the time for action not words;
dyt lest by silence we be misunder- g,
oo, T Arivh brlefly to relteride mV gy,
vler s on some uf the important ques- §,
tony und state that they are till the |,
Ame.. L

“ft '« trye we are attempting many |,
Paportant reforms, but these reforms
vin not spring  into existence over
mghi, but many of them have been

—
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the gradual growth of years which
should have heen In force years ago
except for the influence of the
reactionary government swhleh hqd
becn m  power so long, and
I am proud to. be able to
tnke part and show to the people of
Canada that 1If a question Is rlght
Manitoba ls not afraid to bluze the
trall.”

Turn!ng to the question of agri-
culture, Mr. Clement sald: *“Never
i the - hiatory of the provipce had
there been such o quuntity of land
fall plowed, and nover so well done—
& splendld demonstration of what
proper cultlvation will do. Last
year's crop piaved that good farining
24¥s nand pavs well.

“We have in Manitoba the nost
<laborate bulldings In Canada. 2

Principal renowned for his abllity and

experience In agrlculture, a staff of

prefesysors and experts. demonstiution

farmy, capltal to permit cows being

2laced with poor farmers, and ex-

perts and wanr on weeds, All these

are verv commendable but we want
more, This haouse {s Indebted to Mr.

Prout for his able presentation of

the subject of rurnl credits. [ am
satlsficd thnt somethine ean be done
elong these lnea to help the farmer
nnd wo ought to take the questlan up
sorlously.

Botter Markets Wanted.

“Better "inarkets for wheat and
cattle aro wanted. It 13 the duty of
the government, If necessary, to spend
noney but let us help to provide
better markets and a better connece
tlon with the Old Country.,”

Deall g with the [abor questlan, the
upenrer sald: “Labor should be ade-
quaiely protected and the matier of
proper compensation must have the
conslderation of thiis house,

“As to woman's suffracse the hnman.
ity of the question is the thing, which
appeals to me. 1 feel prond to Lo-
lonz to n party that 15 the flrst to
recocnize so far as refranchlse g
concerned that woman should be on
an equallty witn man.

“Then there |3 the dower law, TTu!)
duty wlli not have been done until
the governimnent provides a proner
dower iaw At present a2 man can
dispose of hls property under Iils wii)
wlthont any recard for his wilfe. No
matier how long she llved with hlm
Jor how much she helped to nccunt-
itiate that propurty. We ought to
remedy that wionce. :

"Recardine edueation, [ wilsh to
publicly express my appreclation of
the masaterly wny In whileh the honor-
nhle the minlster of education pre-
sented the qnestion of education. As
a result of that speech Mnanltaba has
been awnkened and the people see
the sltuatlon as they never saw it
before, and the demand is most {n:-
perative,

"Many of the parents want the
Engllsh  schoal and an  Engllsh-
spealting teacher. To effect thls may

|

—
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call far sacrifice on the part of some |

anid It may even cost some members
thelr scats but whut matter 0 ionv
N5 we lav well the foundatlons for the
future Canudlans.

“This ls the most ser'ons matter
we have ta deal with, Billngual'sin

must 1o, declied Mr. Cleinents, “Ir |

the Interests of Canada there must
be anly one lanrruace.

“With reference to pronlbition. the
people of Muanitoba wanted “prolithl-
tion 16 ycars uco and they lhnve
wanted It ever since. And they wuant
it now, and | am as confldent as that
the sun shines that {t will carry, .1
belleve In It and wlll do all {in mv
power to see the referenduwn caery.
I want to see ample pravislon madn
for the s=oldler vete too.” _

In bringlneg hls specech to a close
Mr. Clement struck a patrlotle note
and sald:

Nobler Type of Canadian.

NI deslre to express my regret that
It hns becone necessary to partleipat.
in war, but our admirntion for Fing-
land {3 unbounded und wa are proud
of Canadan and the actlon she hns
taken so ficely and of her .own uc-
cord. Our bovs have pald a heavy
sacrifice and tho end ls not yet, but
it hns developed a nobler nnd a better
tvpe of Canadlan, and there have
been liercle sacritlces on the part of
nmany who eannot go to the front. Let
18 see that we do our part to mnke
Canada n good plnee to lve In <o that
not only our Canndian soldiers bnt
our Canadlan mmanbood and woman-
hoad will be exalted. I recelved
card u few days ago from ono of our
Branrdon bovs 1who went throngh
many of the flercest battles nnd whose
reglment came cut of one battle with
only 21. I want to glve you his nies-
Bage:

“No land Itlum’d by yonder sun
Can 'nore !nspiring be than one
Where, my far vislons roam

O’er prairles wide, thro'. forests|

grand
My love {s thine, thou lavish land,
Dear Canada—my homo.”

Momber for Gimli.

T. D, Ferley (Glml!) sald he was
the only wember of the house that
had acquired hls cltlzenship by nut-
urallzation. He was able to occupy
his plice because of Britlsh fair-
play, and the llbarty and equallity of
the British constitutlon. 11is con-
stituoncy was, with the exceptlon of
North Winnlpog, the most cosmapol!-
tan in the province. Tho Ukrainians
and Pales formed the majority. Mr),
IFerloy sald thore were 65,000 Ukrnin-
lang In Manitoba and 300.000 In thn
Dominlon, and the tmmligration of
these pqople Into Canpdy had begun
only 20tyears ago. They had coine
from rural dlstrlcts, and although at
first tho real estato specuiater haa
lured many of them (nto the cltiey,
the farm was thelr place, a fact thit
they were comling to reallze, The
back-to-the-land movement hiued
started with them [n earnes:. '

Thoe Ukralnians In Manltoba huadl

made magnificent progress. As far .

as their loyalty to Great Brilta!ln wwas
concerned, most of them had come
here filrmly resolved to make thls
land their Fome. With insignificant
exceptton,” they were true and loyel
supporters of Great Britaln., Mr
Ferloey pointed to the!r contributlons

|

to the Red Cross and the Patrlatic |

tunds, nnd to thelr eileerness to en-

1ist. Many young Ukrainlan boys |

were now with the Canadlan hoyx "ut

the front. He knew a numbher of!

them who weie prisoncis -in QGer-
many.

" Many Had Changed Names.

Somag of them had even changed
thelr names In order to ret a chance
to. rerve thelr adopted country, and
ono, known to hin, harl chosen the
alias of “Norils,” so he could get

—
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Into the army. Owing to o misun-

derstanding, somo of them had found

thelr way Into the detontlon campa.

The speaker explalned a language

difflculty which hud moro than ouco

resulted In making o Ukralnian seom
to bo pro-German.whon as a fact
he had tried to convey the reverse
fruprossion.
Mr., Ferley sald the trecatment of
these people should be based on
— | British falr-play.

- Reviewing the government's pro-
ch | granime, Mr., I'erley expressed up-
FC|proval of [t In the main., He
he | was in favor of woman suffiage, pro-
QY I hibitlon and direct leglsiatlon, He
nd | was particularly’ proud that this pro-
to! vinco was leading the way In giving
of | votes to the wemen, :
ht | On tho school question, Mr. Ferley
ne [sald It was the duty of the govern-
ment to sce that every chlld got an
1- { educatlon. A majority of the eclec-
er{tors were In favor of compulsory ed-
ad fucatlon. lle declarod hhinsolf in
d | favor of It, and he was aldo {n favor
— { of nbollshing the Coildwell amend-
at | nients. At tho sanme thne, e was in
st ] favor of bilirgualism, firat because
12 | he had promtsed his constituonts to

support it. Moreover, the Llbeial
st | pintforin had promiised that the nu-
i | tienal schocel systemn as ombodied In
1d [ the Laurier - Greenway scttiemcnt
of | should . be mnuintaincd., Bil.ngunlism,
31 | he thouizht, tended to pronlate hinr-
1 | many In the provineé. In the courso
¢- | of thne Its present .evils would be
s5¢ | removed,

"tL e declared that scholars in the
r. | bilingnal schivals were not {nferiol” in
of | kxnowledge of Engligh to scholars cd-
m fucated {n the Engllsh schools. In
e | support of the statement Mre, lerley
v { mentloned the case of a UKiainlun,
1| rwvho, wflor nttending «  bllingual |
school' for many yeurs, took  honviy
in the ardinnry teachers' examina-
| tion. It was desirabie that billngual-
I{l' anm should be retained “so. that the
' ehlldren of forelgners shinuld be able
' | 1O correspond with thelr relatives io
= 1{ha old country. One case, said M.
* | I"erley. occurved to him of a Ukraln-
{{an boy who had been scnt to Saskat-
[e chewan to be educated, aud conld not,
* lon seecing hls father in a few yeary,
converse with hin |
d Mr, Ferley auld the absenee of bl-
Hoguallsm in the United States had
'l' impelled forelgn settlers o sct up
'1ihelr own schaools, over which the
* | rovernment exercised no supervislon,
C 'r'lie result wag that the cause of nit-
11 tional unfon 4 been retarded rather
i advanced. There should be cf-
Hejent teachers In all schools. in
1 | «npparting bllingnpallsm, he was not
1) wupporting !nefticlency In the teach-
' |ing profession. Hlgh standards of
1| nroficlency  should be exitcted., e
lnhoned the assembly wonld .view nll
0 { yuestions without prejudice, and glve
1| ralr-play all round.
. The question wuas then put and the
0 ! ijouse deeluted the address adopted.
Mr, Norrls then moved the usunl
-'; motlcy appointing n committee,

Premier on Election Act.

| In meving the sccond recadlng of
the blll to amend the Election act,
| Premler Norrls remarked that, for
one thing, it would do away wlith tho
annual revislon of the voters' llsts.
Ilis predccessor in oiflce had for
years held that the annual revision
should be continued, and thero had
conscquently been many keen discus-
sions between ‘them in former scs.
glons.

“I tnke thls tlrst opportunity,” salil
Mr. Noirls, “to ask the housc to
nbalish thls anpual revision. Thig
| step wlll effect a saving of from $25,- |
1000 to $30,000 & year—a sum thal, to

my mlind, has herctofore been use-

' 1 lessly® expended. The bIlIl provides
E forr u revislon of the lists whenever {t
ls neecessary. Duates for the revisions
{ can be set by the cominittece an Inw
amendments, apd in any case the|
blil wliil provlde for a revision priory
to every election, whether a genernd |
election or a by-elcetion.

"“Clause 3 provides that, at the trinl
! of objectlons to names on the voters

lists, the onus of proving that a nama

should. be .retained rests on thol
| would-b€ elector- or on: the person

that replstered the name. This Is In- |-
"L tended to overcome a difficulty we !
| have often cncountered ot revisions |’
of the lists. The act formerly pro- |
vided that the court or the beard en- |
gaged {n the wark of revision shounld |
he campossad of caunty court. Judges. |1
But the late govermnent, for reasons
best known to Itself, took most of the
anthority away: from the judges, nnd |,
it wns given to' appolntces of tho
government. Many other changes,,
not entitled to the namo of amend-
ments, were mnnde In the act durlng ]
the rerlme of the late governiment,
and thelr cffect was practicnlly to
wipe out the Jjurlsdiction of theo
judees, whoso work was defined ns
nearly as possible by the letter of the
law. It was posslble to have naines
ndded to the llst easlly, but extremely
difflcult to get them removed. It cost
o great deal of timo and nlaney to get
wrone reglatiations reimmoved. After
revising the llst for the 1914 clection
in The Pas, the revising judge called
attentlon to the fact that ho was
gntisfied there were several hundred
names an the llst that ought not to
have been on, but ho had no power
Ito cut tham off. It scems advisable

to us that the discretionnry nowcra'
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{ of the revlsing judpe should he en-
larged, and this bill wlll onlarge themn. |

Puts Onus of Proof on Person. I
“As T have sald, It has heretoforel?
been necessary, {n order to get a|lt

'name off the llst, that the person;
making the objection should nrm'e'l'

=y

hls case. This amendment asks thnt
the onugs of nroof bhe placed on the!
lrezistered person, or his agent. Somao|™
objection may be ralsed, nnd If It lg
not praperly safeguarded it milght re- | 8
gult In hardship. For example, an|u
elector might be out of town when|n
his name was challenged. If he dld |t
not appear to provo his right to stay |t
on th list. he would loge hls voto.|n
Or a laboring man might not be able | Il
to spare the time necessary to vindi- | ti
ente his right to vote. I point these | D
thinga out becnuse we want the co-|b
operation of. the members In dovis- |l
Inz safernards agoainst- these hard-
ships, .If possible.”

~ Mr. Norrls explained a clause [n
‘tha blll requiring reglstration clerks|n
to slt on the sixth day after rezistra-|p
tion, instead of on the first ns hereto- ¢t
fore. {n order to recelve objections to, w
nnmes reglstered. It was explained | ti
that the blli. by a typographleal! ce
error. required the clerk to sit every|g]
dnyv for six dayvs after reglstration {n|s;
order to recelve objectlons. There | p
was no object {n having hlm sit on |t
slx successlve days, Tho end nimed | |e
at was tn . pglive an opportunity for
peaplo to senrch the llsts and preparo
thelr: obfections. This had not been |
nracticable in any, complete sense In J
the past. Mr. Norrls sald that where
there was' ' n large vote It had been te
found Impousible, largely an account
of the one-day provision, to liave o 0
proper reviglon, The revisine judee ¢
—It micht be well to state that thel g,
pravernment hnd confidence In the
indees—wonld have the risht. If heo of
thancht {t nrcessarv, to extend thely
pertod durlne which the revlslon lt
could be made, It was 1/B8oed by thig e
meany..to. hnve n better list. Mr. \;
Norris sald that he was stronclyv in ‘11
tuvor of Increasine the dlrsur:retlmmr:,""r
powers of thn iudrces, '

Amendments Necessary., d

“Thede are not all the amendments |
that are needed In the Election act’ | du
sald the premler. “ThiIs bill |s m;t te
put forward as an atlempt to make | en
the Electlon act perfect. But some | tol
amendments are needed in order to |
take the temperance vote, und Im- |so
mmedlate action I8 therefore needed. I nu
belleve the Importance of.thls work | or
will justify the government In asking st
the houde to appoint a conmnlittee -to | wi
give {ts whole attentlon to the busl. fe}
ness of drafting a good Electlon nct. ‘
This wlll requier a good deal of care lnd
and I think the committee shoulri the
rursue Its lahor while the house Is oV
prorogued, and it might report at the the

next segslon, I move the SeCong | ac!
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reading of the Dblll, seconded by tho
hon. minister of publlec works.”

F. J. Dlxon rémarked that, while
ho reallzed tho abuses that took pluce
under the oald act, he though thuo
clause putting the onus of proof
where namog were .protested on the
voter would work great hardship on
worklng men. Many would nilow
thomsolves to be struck off the list
rathor thun take the trouble to sen
that they stayed on. Mr. Dixon sug-
gested o penalty for Irresponsibly
challenging of -names, suying 1he
clectors whose nuines were protested
should at leuast get their expensey
w]icn they had proved the right to
vole.

Mr., Norris—"The uattorney-general
roints out to moe that If thero {8 any
gerlous objection to’ this cluuse It
might be left for the comniltiee to
deal with.” £ : _

Albert Prefontalne—'"Another ob-
4ection torthe clause Is that it will

| work a hardship on the rural elec-

tors. Somo might have peen on the
llst for years, anly to have thell
nanies struck off jrrespanslbly. Then
they would have to make u secondl
trip to town.”

[{. A, Rigg—"1 can scarcely imagine
that tho house will stand sponsor for
nn amendment whiech throws open
the door to wldespread abuses, How-
ever, I wlll not go into that now. Bt
hags the government considered the

equests of the Trades and Labor
counncil and the Trudes congiess—

that clection day should be a half-
hollday, that the period of reglstra-
tlon iy Industrinl centres should beo
pralonged, and that voting should be
conipulsory ?"

Mr. Norrls—*"The faet that these

b

matters nre naot referred to in the
bi!l does not niean that they have
been overlooked. They willl have to
be gono into moere flly, and wonld
be aeslrable questions to bring he-
fore the comnittee I hnve supgested.”

Abuse Most Serious.

Hon. T. i, Jolnson said that the
abuse which the dlsputed clanse
sought to carrect was u most gerloud
one, Ile thought the house wonld be
safe in giving the bli] Its second 1cad-
ing, on the understunding that It wny

ot committed to the princlple of the

measuie. Personilly, he feit that the
polnt might very well be' left aver,
lie could well nnderstand whnt had
given rise to the sugrestion that the
clause should be amended, He was
not urglng that the clause should ha
ndopted. But [t wns dlrected aenlnst
nn evil for which there must be souie
remedy, It wasg an evll he had been
up agalnst on many occaslons. In
elections lie had known, keepers af
hatels had made wholesale registra-
tions by proxy, Often there were no
men behlnd theso names. There was
nothing belind “thenm, except somne-
bady'’'s determinoetion to get them on
the list. llowever, thls mmatter can
vely well atand. If the commniittee
thinka the celausoe should be elimln-
ated or postponed, the government
would tind that satlsfactory. Some-
thine will have to be done later.,

J. W, Willton (Assinibela) agreed
that [t was absolutely. necessary to
correct the evil made posslble by the
bresent act, He sald that In Assinl-
bola, In tho clection of 1914, about
300 names were on the llst of dead
nmen, and nbsentees, and others not
recocnled as clectors by the law. In
order to get a decent list foy 1915,
evidenco had to be procured in all
these cases, and the honse covld
hnaglna the tinie and 1aboer {nvolved,
[t took six months' wark. Mr. Wliton,

Jovever, dld not press for the parti-

¢nlar amendinent In the bl

The motlon to give the blll Ity
second reading wus then carried.

Hon., Mr., Johnson asked leave tn
Introduco a2 blll to repeal the.acts of
incorporation of certuln clubs.

“Is the desiznntlon of thils bl quite
complete?” asked Mr. Rlegg. “Should

ynaot the words be added, ‘of that!

cliuss’?”

The house lanched and appluuded.
Hon. Dr. Armstrong Introduced a

hill to amend-the Public TTealth act; |
iTon. A. B, Hudson Introduced a blil

o amend the Partnership aet: nnd

 Hon. V' Winkler Introdiiesd two bills

—omne to amend the Dalry act. ang

another to amend the Marrlace net.
'The last adds to the llat of religlous |
denominations whaose milnisters are
‘entitled to perfaror. the marrlace

ccremony. It wlll.cure somao technl-
cal {lieglitimncies.

Notices of Motion;

The followlng notices of motlon
were flled:

Hcn. Mr., Johnston, on Friday
next, will ask leave to Introduce 2
blll  respectlng “Thoe Old Folks'
Home.”

Mr. Sims, on Tuesday next, will
ask leave to Introduce a bl respect-
ing the Rural Munlelpality of Swuarn
Itiver, '

Mr. Lowery, on Tuesday next, wiil

ask leave to Introduce a bl relating:
to Town Planning.

~ Mr, Baskervllle, on Tuesday next,.

will askk leave to introduce a blll re-
specting the Town of E'mncrson,

Mr. Rlgg., on Tuesday neyl, wlll
ntove a motlon: “That the Select
Standing contmlttee on Privlleges and
Electlons be Instructed to Investigare
the charges of alleged Irreguliiritles
preferred In conncetion wlith the con.
duct of the clection in North Winnl-
beg on August 6, 1915, and to re-
port thelr findlngs to the houso dur-
Ing the present sesslon.”

M. August, on Tuesday next,
will ask leavo to Intratuee a olll to
amend “The Munlcipal Aet.”
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