Thornton On Bi-lingualism

'll !*r'ill'l' Lo ku-t-ll |n'l'ul'u‘ .\Ialllli--ll.l clec
rors some of the essential faets t-m_:;mlinu
the effect or  bhi-lingnualism in the ||Hi-|il'
~wh:m|ﬁ i .“hlliluh:l, \\1”!‘-*]111“\‘- a few
extracts  from  the speech of  Hono Dr,
Thoruton, Minister of Eduecation, deliver-
ad o few davs ago in the Manitoba Lems.

‘nture:
The pProvision in the Aot vhich aulhe

orizes bLi-lUngual teaching in the public
sChools 18 Section 2688, It appeared thore in
IR87 am & result of the laurier-Greenway
agreement., I i not the intent on b th

pregent moment to Jdiscuss Lhe circumsiances
which called for Ita appearnnce in tha
agreement and in the Public Schools Act,
« bt 1o show what Is involved in this pros
JIslon, and the actunl resulis of ils working
in our educationa! system. The clause reads

“When ten of the pupils «n any school

speak the French Ianfuaga, or any lan-

- guage other than English as theair nat ve

«+ language, the teaching of such pupils

“ ghall be conducted in Franch, or such

other language and English upon the bi-
lingual system.”

No similar clanse appears n the Schood
Act of any other I'rovince of the Dominlon,
in British Columbia, in IP’rince Edwaid |

Jand, In New Brunawick, no provision ca
corning the language to bhe used in the pu
lic achools Is noted, and the teaching of o
language other than Engiish Is not provideo
for,
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From thesge oxtracts it will be seen tha!

«some of the provineces recognize no othes

“language than English, and some others g v
a partlal recoguition to the French langunge
ntario gives limited recognition to German
and French., but in Manitoba al ne s equn!
standing given to any other language.

The next point to be noted is the sweep
ing character of the provisiong of thisg gec
tion. It savs the teaching of such punils
shall be conduected in French, or such other

“language, and English. The status given to

the language is not merely that of o #2ub
. Ject to be taught as an eduentional accom
plishment as, for Iinstance, the teachng of
French, German, Latin or Greek in the school
currtculum, but under certaln cond!tions the
other tongue takes [ts stand equally with
nglish as the medium of instruction,

English is the language of the coun-
try, yet the other tongue, under the con-
dition of ten children in any school dis-
trict, receives official recognition as the
language of instruction, and this recog-
nition is accorded to every language that
may be spoken in the province whether
the people speaking it are British sub-
jects or not.
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It is to be noted that the cliuse 18 1
perative In Itg language, The words are
“SHALL BE" In comununities of mixed
nationalities each one hag as much cight to
recognition as any other, providing It has
the necessary ten children in =ch ol If the
clause were given effect tc as it stands it
would produce utter confusion. 1n « hools
where there are three notlonalities having
Lhe requlsite ten chlldren It would he necos
sty to divide the school into three parts,

el having s teacher of Its own The re
sults in actual working are that the lingunge
f Lthe malority. whalever it may hupren to
e, Je recognized, and the several minorl-
wLiva have to submit. There are thirtv.«le
schools which could demand to Le taueht i
iwo languagen  hesldes English, and five
schools In three languuges bhesides Knelish

» @ »

; From these various examples 't will e
cseen that the elause not only puts knglish |
‘he second place, but does not protect the
other languages, only giving a place of prior
Ly (o the language which, for the time i

ng, I8 In numerical nseendancy.,

v In addition to these thirty-six  schoo!l
wlready mentloned there are one hundreid
ind ten others wher the admixture of na.
.'lilnml,llh'" 18 quite as marked, only the mi
t prities for the ¢ ne heing have not the ne
vessary ten ehiudren, The arrival or deng
[ ture of a wingle family may alter the =iy
!,.Iun at any time, and the muajority ma n
Hirn, ’u-‘ﬂﬂp!'l\'l'll of Ite precarious Priviiege
in nearly one-fourth of the schools whicrh
e actually eondacted o the hi-lingnal plan
e find French, QGermaen, 'olish or Ruther -
#n children recelving Instruction v o« me
other non<Engiieh tongvue, hot not in thele
0w,

L] “ Il
Some years ago thie school districot of St
Francolse de Balle, 8t Norbert, was a French
bl=lingual school, The Ruthenians Legan (1
settle in the distriet, and as ¥oon us they
had a majority at the annual meeting, the
wecured control of the school honrd. They
wanted to employ o Ru henmn i Hneunl
teacher Instead of a French hi-lnenul tenen
wr, and they had the necossa number of
vhildren, having some 40 or 50 of sebool e
The French still had some 15 children o
rending the school. and the tvwo factlsnse
came to an agreement to build 4 1 wos ool
chiool, one Mom belug operated as o Freneh
M-ilngual achool, the other ur & Buthenian
i iingual schoai. A Yoar or 8o lut AT
F'rench room wan closed
- . L

: From the school district of 1ver Hnnen
A MAtepAyYer wiltes:

“We had » nood teacher until last year,



Now the trustees have hired a Ruthen-
ian bhi-linqual, The teacher 15 not really
Gualified to do the work, Have not sent
our children to school since the holidays.
It 18 piving the English a poor show in
thair own country.”

So far as I have been able to Judge, large
numbers of the non-English-speaking people
want to he edoeatad entirely In Engilsh, and
Hdelt to themselves would readily acquiesce,
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Doring the last few months there has
uhen u o stedy movement towarda the ollm-
thation of teachers who huve heen teaching
nglish entirely, whether of British nation-
Ay or otherwise, D

Demetrius Rostocky was engaged to teach
the school In Zamek district, When he he-
s work the Polish element demanded that
e tench *olish,  The Ruthenian element
Wunted him to teach Ruthenian, and the
Swoedlsh element wanted him to teach Swed-
whe These varlous factions could not agree
upor the guestion of stralght English In tho
school, and when Mr, Rpstocky pointed out
that he could not teach ‘all these languages,
As he did not huve time, he was invited to
Leave,

Leon Brown went out to teach Van
Dhasen =chool, but he waas requegted by some
ol the trustees to teuch Polish, and the fol-
wwing day the demand was made that he
teach Ruthendun,  When he tonk charge of
the school he*began teach'ng the children to
soe "God Save the King," and one trustee
Tumedintely objected to th!'s, In a very short
e the people practionlly withdrew thelr
childrem from the school und stated that thﬁ_\"
did not want a Russian teacher and that they
conld have a bl-lingual teacher RECAURE
THE LAW ALLOWED IT. Mr. Brown
speakys Polish and Ruthenian, but insisted
et he should teach onlv English, with the
rosult that at the end of the first month he

hdrew, because he had only one or twe
cholirs coming Lo scheol
- v P

In December, 1815, in Janowsk!, the same

roance has ar'‘sen bhetween Ruthenifan

i Russinn sections, Th. Ruthﬁﬂi.ﬂ sec-

tion 18 etriving to get cantrol of the trustee

board so that they may have a bi-linoual

teacher put 10 to supersede the Engligh

teacher,

e consequence of information supplied
O the department by the Inspector and
others, Mr, Stratton made a speclal Inves.-
Hikation o these diatrigts, and a letter hns
e recelved, duted December 23, from A
relinble Informant to this effet:

The teacher at Mo se Bay rchool, No
ol wavs the trystees have informed him
ney intend to get 4 bi<lineunl] teacher

il distriet after the New Year, and, In
he event of not being able to get one, wil?
clase  the school house for at leust six
months, “I'his school s situated next to the
ollowing school distriets: ‘Janowski.' ‘Wie.

“and ‘North Lake'™

Bi-lingunl teaching  requireg the pre.
paration of bi-lingunl text books, und we
hive here bi=lineual text hlmli!.ill French
n Geerman, i Pollsh, and in Ruthenian, al
authoriged by the Advisory Board, and anv
other laneuare Is equally entitled to the

1110 l-nnw'h'!*lltlt-li -

Bi<linkual teaching i8 not necessarv as
o« means of education, The Enelish lanen-
(e 8 being taueht to non-Enelish chi!d»en,
nd edyucation ig he ne carried on successfn!
V Where stralght Enelish teaching is adapt-

Conly by teachers who spoak it as the
inothier toneue, bt by those wha have gce.
quired 1t This is true not on'y 'n the coif'es
i towns, where the surrounding condi-

tons and associntlons assi'st In the work.
UL s Ao true in the rural distriets of solid
on - lnglish natlonnlitien.
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There are several nationalities that have
never asted for bi-lincual privi'eaes, and do
not wani them. THe lcelanders have been
n this nrovince fer forty years. They have
nevar cdroamad of ackina bi-linqual  privi-
leces. either before or after the insertion of
cruse 258 in the Act They realized that
the door of opportunity was open to them

evarvwhere, praovided they esauioned them-

selves to enter.

A oKrave infastice jg being done to fhe
chlldren who do naot receive a sitisfactorv
ol on In Enelish Without that kn%Hwe

age they grow up under a vnnt!nu us h‘n]"
dicap  We wigh to g've them the same con-
sideration as  accorded to our own cohil-
dren. to it them (o earn their way throureh

Coand o take their place as citizens in our

Lanadiuan nationality

This question must be dealt with look'ng
torwanrd h. { backwad, lach  generation
WIS take Ji=s respors'bility, and act in the
i O s own o times with an eyve ever

niul of the resyult to HHN‘PN“HL’ genern-

ns We are bhullding today for the Can-
| morrow, and our common school s
' most Important factors in the

In ths Dominion we are building up,
under the British flag. a new nationality,
We come from many lands and e¢2st in our
ot and Trom these various factors there must
evolve a new nationality which shall be sim-
ply Canadian and Rritish

* -
-

IE e Teisintors have confidence in the
statement of the Minister of Edueation, a
LA e r'.1'|_\‘ e I'fl"fi s “'llthfﬂl. iUtl‘[-
ngent and moderate, need they hesitate in
coning to rlw'hinn, “]nn'\'illﬂ' fnrward,
not beekward,” in dealing with the (qnes-
tion of edueation that lies at the veryv foun.
dation of the state?

Ave we afraid, or n&ihunmd, In this pro-
mee 1o deelare onee and for all time, that
aur i tious must be British and Cana.
dian, and that linelish must he the one

lanenang. reeeIvIing statutory reeognition?

Il the present 1s not the opportune time
o ke it kKnown to the rest of Canada and
the warld at large that Manitoba is a Bri-
Lish-Clanadian provinee, in faet as well as
I name, when o unhhl‘\‘-km'l‘r] sons of the
Flag think the opportune time is likelv to
al'rive

Will the day ever come if the Legisla-
ture recounizes hy stotute the “rin'hts” of
any language other than the Eng]ish lan.
runge !

The fortunes o any party are triv-
il and wholly insignificant, compared with
the Tortunes of Manitoba as a provinee of
the Empire. The future of Manitoba is the
;1||-im;m|'i;m1 i|li'“-1itlll.

What is the influence hehind the foreign
langunge speaking eitizens of this proviuece
that turns them aside Lrom mncouraging

i

ther ehildren to learn the language of the

bation?  Dr. Thornton has referred to soma
mthuenee : will he name it?

Is the future of this provinee to be lett
ne the hands of immigration agents and
mimigrants— desirable, as many of them
are——or 18 1t the intention of the Canadian
peaple, with British-Canadian ideals, to
say how the most important funetion of
covernment— - acation—shall be ecarried

A great direct question is facing the

peaple of Manitoba., Oue legislators can
i lu: !ilt(lu‘p Ir, fl‘ll“ (ll“lnpr(’mise Of tod"3- i

muy become the fixed laws in yvears to

come. Do the eitizens of Manitoba desire |

{hat any compromise shall be mude?
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