CHARGE AGAINST

PRIEST WITEDRAWN

A churge of seditlon agalnat the
Rev., Father Anastasjus Flllipow, o
priest of the Basllian order of the
Ruthenlan Catholle church, was with-
drawn by the milltary authoritics In
the provinclal police court Tucsday
afternoon. R. D, Guy, who appear-
ed for the mllitary authorities, sald
they were satisfled that If there had
been any gullt on the part of the ac-
cused, It had been sufficlently expi-
ated by the worry and inconvenience
of belng haled Into ¢ourt., Ay a nat-
ter of fact a number of Influentlal
eitizens had vouched for the conduct
of Father Fillipow.

T. J. Murray, representing Father
Filllpow, sald that Investigatlon had
satisfied him there was ho gullt on
the purt of the accused. He had not,
In fact, heen a party to t"e¢ cenversa.
tlons that were the bns.s of the In-
formation. Mr. Mnarray sai¢ he had
commmunlcated this data to the [n-
telllgence department of the nllitary
distrlct und he believed it had In-
fluenced the department to withdraw
the charge.

It was alleged that Father IMM11-
pow had advilsed Austrians to leave
Canada, and joln the Teutonlc forces.
Mr. Murray =ald to a Free IPress man
that therg wns no truth In thls alle-
gntlon. What Father Filllpow had '
sald was that there wus no llberty
In Russia, and that there was some
ltberty i{n Germany and Austria. He
had not sald anything about the Brit-
fsh emplre, to which he wuas thor-

oughly loyal.




