~ T0 CRIPPLE

htemd lllfs in United
Stagﬂons.

THE PLANS SUBGESTED

SHOULD A DIFLOMATIC BREAK
TAKE PLACE. .+

—g

weret Conference in New Yo
Discuss Methods For Putsi
tonic Bhilps Gut of Business,

Provideuce, R, May 3.-~The
Jourual says: .

If dipiomatic relatious between
the United States and Germany are
severed 1o tyf pear future the repre-
sentatives the rman and Aus-
tro-Hungatian Governments in this
country are determined that neither
the United States vor the Alliis shall
beuetit slightest degre ¥ the
accident rtune thsat has kept
many of the finest luers of  the
Hamburg-American Line.. the North
German Lloyd and the Austro-Amer-
fcaun Steamship Company tied up |
Awerican ports,

There i a plot ou foot which, if
} by extraordingry vigi-

the Awerican
will result in b
siruction of certain portions of the
engine room machinery of these
ships, which will make it impodwible
o put them into commission without
mwany months of hard work.

Last Wednesday ternoon there
wa @ secret conference at the
manls Club on Cenfral Park So
w York. at which,thers were pres-
ent repr tives of the German
Consul General’s office in New -York
and of the German ssy. and in
addition ut least seven captains of
German and Austrian liners which
are now tied up in the Hudson river.
The purpose of this conference was
to decide on the best methad of put-
ting all the sell-luterned ships own-
ed by the Tewtonic allies' steamship
corporations oul of business lmme-
diately after the giving out of an or-
der from the various Germau aud
Austrian consulales in every port in
the United States where surh shivs
are ! 3 .

K To

Ger-

on was w very frunk
the Journals information
omes {rom i persont who- w
ent during most of the period of
this conterence.  Every por.
greed that a break was immi- |
and they wll appeared to be
Iy positive that « rupture of |
(riendly relations would -mean wir |
within a very short time afterward

The captai of one of the largest of
he ( New York n..-

e nil
most practical method of m.xkllm i
certain that the vessels would yq,

s




Al inte Ghe hands of e United
States or the Allits would be Lo pro-
pare small bomhs which couid be
[ Bred B Mcricht coinet AL Na¥
(Elven mowent. aud so placed as to
[desteoy cosentind pariyr of the ma-
chilery .\uull\u{ waptaln disagreed
(Wit this sugestion buocalioe, an he
15aid, GE (it anyting in the uature of
{an explosion stould be wvolded, first
ausa it woukd b very vard to
i simulate » patgral cxplosion in sich
wecond, berause It might
» well Bot 10 run the,risk of
caliig: attention to what bad been
nlum‘ witll concealiisnt wis 1o long-
. possible.
This wan de u..»d Uiat the s ol
ul nulnlnt of ba ot carbe

v
Inl\'h\ ul the

pEife  FoomN.  togethier
with the droupiig overbourd . of
selue  portions -of this nmhmlh-pv‘
would be just as l"f\‘!“\\‘ and make
the plot far less iabte 0 discovery
ungpL wuch dimgy us the ships were ac
tually abont aken oaer and a0
Fattetaut, Mle | 1o P et TitoHar
fop % T T

One of the German consular oftl.
clals suggested that the better plan
might be Lo attempt a conceried dash
W the apon ocean frow «ll Atantie
ports after first placing on  hoard
some fairly beavy armament, which
{with proper use might creats tre.
mendous consternution in trapslat-
lantic tratiic ev only u small
umber of the boats ot by (he pa-
trol. ‘

Turee or four of the oftivers of the
[various ships st owve. declared that
this scheme was impraticable, and

would only weet with disaster (f car-
ried out.  One of the captains: weut
50 fur as to that the physical
| Condition of-the shiys was ich that
[t would be utterly impossible to
[make any speed such ws  raiders
would require in order to be effec-
tive, and thut before the ships could
‘be brought to the proper condition
for such purpose they would huve wi
he completely overbuuled. both inter-
‘ually and externally.  Most of thel
‘other captaius agreed with this yiew
and: said that the ships were practi-|
Ceally making steam now ouly by
‘having iheir engines turned over by
.hund and that disuse und the Im-‘
possibility of proper care under
present conditions were disastrous.

; be Bulow, with a tonnage of,
8.9G5 tons, all the fire bars in the u(-;
ter group of bollers were  thrown
overloard.  The slide valves were |
taken out of the main englne und the |
stariiug engines were taken away |
‘bodily.  The flanges of the cylinders
‘wero destroye:

On the other ships the destruction
was varied und  thorough. The |
document read st the conference |
showed that the starting gear of the |
cogines had been smashed, pisions of |
lnders removed, thrust blocks of
nin engines absiracted, conmecting
pleces uniting  main stea pes
from hoilers to Wain engines brokn |
olf, steering cugines tuken  downsy
rods of bilge and fecd pumps smash
With sledge hammers, main stop |
vilve chests smashed, steam passages |
of wuxiliary starting valves broken, |
cccentric s wrecked, - cross |

hroken, crose |
heads of valve gears thrown over-|
board, air pumps smashed, and hun- |
dreds of feet of counection piping of




the wain stop ulm Twisted iul

ot
The confergnce Mlumi alte
tu\m« one and onc-balf hours' dis
cusion, (o Weet again later ow. by
before breaking up it was decides
uunnlmuh Yhat _sowe
should be decised which would abso
lultl\ destroy the usefuluess of al
the Teblonic vessels in  Americas
ports for & loug time o come, pro
ded the ) uited States wud Germany
ceuse 1o maintain friendly relations.
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