Sm!ﬂaotﬂbc Bridge at
- Montreal.

S;:bmarine Hoax Caused a
Great Amount of Anxizty
at Esquimalt.

MPLE evidence has been
forthcoming from time to
time—to show that German
sgents have been active |

» Canada, and would ha
been more so were the many plans
hatched across the border mot discov
cred in time, It is doubtful, however,
it Cai ns could have heen more
seared - better, surprised—had
these many plots been carried cut,
than they have been over the many

“plots” discovered in mad haste, und
ity Telsure tound to be inventions of
the mind or, in some cases, hoaxes.
Every city in Canada has had its
scare, and it is the purpose of this

article to give a few of the¢ many
which bave come to the writer's
knowledge, says H. M. B. in The To-
ronta Star Weekly.

Not long: ago Canadian papers car-
ried in big headlines, “Hun Makes
Midnight Attack on  the Victoria
Bridge.”  Naturally Montreal was
deeply excited  Someone had been
woen _approachin the  bridge, bad
been challenged, and had gone away.
Later the same or another figure had

been seen coming over the yee.  The
guards had fired and the man disap-
peared in the darkness. At dawn

what may have been footsteps
ing to & hole in the ice were di
ered. It is presumed the m
drowne

These are the facts and quite

u
few people gol excited about them.

But one who knows Vietoria Bridge |
and the provisions made to safesuard |
it from attack over the ice or by boat
in summer tme. places but little cre-
dence in the sllen enemy story. Tt
e to tell how Victoria
Ked,  bug it s
3 n't be the way
feared ou that occasiol
weans certuin & wan was seen. and |
if there were one, he was possibly
one who hud dined snd ned
well in the south  shore, and was
making his way homeward by de-
vious step:

The same bridge wus the scene
cruel hoax-last summer.  Not
far away is & well known club, among
u few of whose members the brilliant
iden was concvived of giving the
guards u scare. They constructed #
raft and upon it placed in an upright

Instead of firing, the batterivs
ed their guns on the two : \ 1 A
grim muzales moving as the
moved. following them in
Then all at once from the deck of
one of the boats-there floated a tiny
white signal, & havdkerchief flag of
truce. Then the Bntish ensign went
up from the decks, and then the craft
v two submarines

the

Yeaming awash '

Some half an hour later camo word |
from the proper wuthorities that the
garrison might expect two  Britich
submarines to arrive that day!

Here is one told the writer by o |
Halifax newspaper man. 1t almost |
found its way into print some manth

ago and was just about 1o be put on 4
a wire serving one of the hig news
agencies when  betetr  counse!  pr

od, ‘
The Halifax spaper man had
taken out a_commmission, an

at dinner with & brother officer war

told that the wife of «

ficers of the Princess

duy reccived a~lotter

which e the

sies fn the. Patsd and \heir subae
quent end.  The Y officer told  the

newspaperman that he—had read he
lotter himself, 57 the newspaper faan
being no longer in the business told
it 1o an associate. It was necessary

Tt is by no |

ton |

W dngulk‘ the st somewhat, so
the reporter ote & “clothes  line
cable’ from LAlel\u Here it is as
| it was turned in 4 the managing

At least three
‘members’ «

itor:
“London, Sept
e

aps

| have  met  the

" doom, a brick wall, w firive
squad, amd-—-oblivien, They came to
their desths by order of the Britich
‘nulhunhw P x these members of
|the PPCLI Tifans The
<_-|ur) of their Sar trickery  has

t Joaked out here, though the
lb«m»lm have been under th
! several week:

“From u highly suthoritative,
lusually well infornied,
‘corrupomlem sloaned these fow de

| tails,  When 'at's were reorgan
ized, after m. terrible  sluughter
| which left them with than &
Hithe of  their _orig members

thero was a good deal of bustle ik
| confusion Whol toous of men
| were. brought in. and @ new P.P.C.1.
|1, was slowiy welded together

position three full dressed dummies. | “With almost g
D e duals the Talt was 1owed |of thac fantee "',’f'";.’m“,’,‘,ﬁ"‘f,’.ﬁ,
to midstream and nn. lm-* Down | strange faces would be quite common
it drifted untl  whe hundred ‘1.,1 u while, scveral Germans, spesk-
yards or so off eries ot “Halt” broke n¢  excellont  Emglish,  mixed
1mn the guards. But the raft kept ‘\nﬂl Pats. elothed in  un
on. A luﬂ)lmla of shots ranz oul | forms which they hud  taken trom
that would Imve d a battal- | ghe after the fearfol car-
ion, but still "% kept coming. Noth- I nage, Their daring was for a while
ing could be done to stop it and | “how long s mot known—snuecess-
when finally it passed beneath the ‘hll They went undetected until
soldiers momentarily expected 1o see | officer, well-known in Halifax.

a huge section of one of the two sole
bridges over the St. Lawrence scat-
ter in the air. By this tim noto!

boat had put out after the Hun spies
and came up vnth their craft aground |
on St, Helen's Is!

A rigid investigation was held hul
80 far ws known the perpetrators of Leanfirmed.

the hoax were not made to answer.
From Montreal the reader is asked

o jump la the Pacific const. Tt
not really a spy story, but, as it is,
will remain on of the classies of
the war as far as Canada is concern®
it is as told the writer by one

who recently returned from the far |

West

In the varly weeks of the war.
when a trio of German crmisers were
roaming about in the Pacifie, there |
was something mare than uneasiness
in the eoast towns of British Colum
b Vancouver and Vietoria expect
od 1 wake up some morning and find
shells sxploding in their midst

A Beattle firm had just completed
the building of two submarines
a South American republic, and o
Richard McRride, then Vremier of |
British Calumbia, was commissioned
{0 purchase thes. craft for the Gov-
ernment

To this point the «mn
history. But on a oCriain

m  the Iu,ubhux.\lmu coneern
brought the twe submarines to a4

point in the Straits of Juan de nm
where the imaginary line
Canadian from American v\n.irs is
supposed to lie. and hvn WO Crews
of Britishi Bloejacke eJICEe 3 3
sion aded the
for the fortifi l harbor of
just outside Vietoria
With . German  cruisers
about the coast, there was activity
nd wakefulness in the harbor of |
Esquimalt. Every battery was fully
manned, cvery mm rv-m!y for action
it *'galloped”
into the narrow hlrlur and as it
wuns of the outer.
n, standing all |

hoveriog

creamed o

dishevell »d “on th
torpedo- |

ok,
those on shore, '(n-vmln
boats coming!  They're
mile out, steaming full speed.”

The gune o Esquimalt were laid
for the hallndle rage, ami there
was more excitement i that’ crowd

| of new gunners than they would have
liked to ndum The officer who com-

manded the forts told afterwards that

he did not know why he had not
given the command to fire, Perhaps |
fe was too excited, perhaps be had a

The guns were laid

presentiment
llh and there,

for ‘the quarter-
most at wavee, iinir
speed stirred up. rulw two low, men-
acing crafi, tesring through the wa-
ter. <traight ¥or the entrance to the
harhor  This were so close in that
hey wonld have baen powerless 1o
harm the farts before being blown
‘a1 of the water by the shore gun

not half a |

to suspect a ovrtain ‘member
|company of signalling to the
| mans, "He was kept under carefu!
surveillance, and two others, simil-
Iarly_employed, were locat

“‘Captain - ordered their ar
rest as soon as his suspicions were
They were stripped of
thair ditorms. and questioned s

rely. They could nob prevent an
absolute unmasking, and were ent
| hehind the lines for disposition by

higher authoriti
[n ‘Totirth was Iator disovered
| et short shrift

“Their daring. almost leyond par
"allel, has amazd and astoniched all
‘who have bheen cognizant of the de
and has added another chapter
amazing story of the Germat

to the
|spy
The story was vouched for on such
lzond authority  that the  manag
editor  almost. said  “let ‘er
I Samething prompted him, however
o phone the lady in question.  Not
‘unl\ had she not received any letter
giving the details narrated, but at
\ that moment was frantically endea
varing to get in touch with her hus
I band through the Militia  Depart.
ment.  He had been wounded and
'was then in hospital.  The «ditor

?uml the reporter, who in turn got
for his former aseociate, who then
| went after the original source, -and
lhn officer still protested to  high
aven. that be had read the very
‘h-nar' But the story was not pub-
lished 4ill now,
No one has yet computed the num.
1." of gun bases “discovered” in ull
of Canada  Vractically every

,«m gl Rrr arby has had such
i a find thrust upon it, while tennis
[ourts und goll courses everywhere
| have been examined with scrupulous
| care.

Two of the best exumples were dis.
| covered on the St Lawrence, one or
the Island of Orleans, below Quebec
the other at Chateauguay, above
Montreal. In the first instance il
proved o be enough of & base e
have its owner interned as an alier
enemy, but the other, like most o
it kind, was barmless. It :

tennis court of concrete, which those
|io the neighborhod  declared to be
seven feet deep.  In reshity it was
I not that deep in inches,
The. number of people
| mistaken firo balloons  and
bright stars for lights o
weroplanies is countless, “This is par
| ticularly » in regions the
| border, but vo far 110 ho
| heen located b3 4 Sary o
alert. They  realize o ikl
seared most people are, however. anc
only ‘a few days ago frund 1t neces

who have

border would ‘tepd’ up A mumber o
! halloons for scientific PUIPOSES.



