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The present disturbance at Kit-
chener, Ont., would not have occurred
at all except for politics, If It h.d;
not been for politics, the Enemy Allen
Act would have been put into effect in
Waterloo County as it was put-into
effect in Toronto and elsewhere in mi
sarly days of the war. X few objec-
tionable enemy aMens there 'ould
have been intermed as similar men
here were interned, and all would
have gone smoothly thereafler,

A few Dbitter enemy -mpuhlun.‘
however, were allowed to run at Jarge
among & people of German race and

speech in s clty o( Prndu name,
ang, work-
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uom of fooliah men.
ing was given of what waa humiu
The City Council, alarmed for the
future and the rep of the clty
and couunty, twice called upoun the
Government tw e¢nforce the Enomy
AMen Act, there as elsewhere, and
rope in those who were'known to be
sowing the seeds of mischief The
Star conlinually’ urgedd the Govern-
meat to put the law into effect., and
not, by neglec the warning of the
Berlin Council, burden itself with
responasibility for what evil might
ensue.

Politics, however, got in its work.
Thoee influential with the Government
went to Ottawa and induced the lead-
ers of the party W “go esay.” They
wanted to “hold the Germafi vote™
The lemders of the party in office wan-
ted them to "hold” Lhat vote, and the
pro-Germans of Berlin were given
overy encouragement to beMeve ‘that
owmg to party politics they could
just sbout may and do as they liked,
because both political parties thought
even more about catching the Ger-
man vole in this country than doing
aaything »ise 5o these allens umong
us have played politics against us for
all they are worth,

They had succeeded last summesr (o
kaifing the scheme for changing the
city’'s nmme. They had the whole
scheme cofMined and screwed down,
but The Star broke in on the scene
with editorials exposing the double
dealing. and, alded by one and
effective editorial in the 1 and
Empire one mornigg the same after-
noon saw the Ontario Government
put through the necessary order
changing the name of Berlin. Aand
it stays changed s lofig as the graves
of Canadians remain Iin Flanders.

Discussion will not mend this mat-
ter. The game of politics has been
played in this affair and mischief hes
resulted, as we over and over agaln
vainly wamed the Government would
be the case. There will be worse o
follow, o, unless the Government
doea its duty by interning the ring-
leadors of enemy actiyity in Kitchener.

The whole case {ilustrates the In-
capacity of s party Government to
handle situations rough-hiasled. These
pro-Germans are able to play politics,
to play one party against another, LW
trade on the Government's fear of the
Oppesition when next election comes
around. If we had the non-partd
war administration the coun
‘needs, there would be none of this.
A War Ministry. formed regardloss of
poiftice,»would leave cut and useless
all the wires that partizans pull —
Toronto Star.




