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ISSUESINTHE
- ALBERTA FIGHT

Government’s Record of Pro-
gressive Legislation

————

FOREIGN-BORN VOTE CRY

Germans and Austrians Not So Num-
erous as Some Assert—Immigrants
of Late Years From the United
States,

(Bpecial Correspondence of The Globe.)

Edmonton, May 29.—It is rather
a unique tribute to the Sifton Gov-
ernment in Alberta that the Con-
servative Opposition in that Pro-
vince seems content to make its chief
issue in the present election campaign
out of the foreign voter. While some
Conservative papers and speakers (n
Alberta make much ado about the
Presence of a few naturalized Austro-
riungarian and Gerian pcopie 'n the
electorate of thelr Province, Premier
Sifton and his followers, one of the
chief of whom on this occasion is
Mrs. Nellie McClung of “dmonton,
talk about the long program of pro-
gressive legislation which the present
Government has adopted, and at the
same time outline plans for future de-
velopment. The attituds of the critics
and opponents of the Siflon Adminis-
tratian in this campaign in urgingz the
disfranchisement of a small tore:gn-
born element within the PProvince, in
addition to being an indirect compli-
ment to the Government, is too closely
related to a question of Federal juris-
diction to be elther courageously in-
deggndent of direction from Ottawa

or wisely opportune in a purely patri-
otic sense.

How the Partics Stand.

The last Provincial election in Al-
berta was held in April, 1913, and re-
sulted in the Sifton Government being
returned to power with thirty-eight
out of fifty-six seats in the Legisla-
ture. As the result of a redistribution
last year, there are now fifty-eight
cunstituencies to be represented in the
Alberta House. In addition, a special
representation is being given to the
soldiers who enlisted in Alberta and
have gone overseas., This wil] make,
altogether, a total of sixty seats in the
next Legislature, At its last session,
however, the Legislature decided un-
animously to permit twelve of ita
members on actlve service overseay
to have their seats at this election by
acclamation. One of those members,
Joseph Stauffer, Deputy Speaker, has
since been killed in France, and,
therefore, only eleven of these men
Are left to enjoy the compliment ex-
tended to them by their friends at
home, * Of the eleven Alberta mem-
bers serving their King and country
overseas, six are Liberals and five are
Conservatives. )

In the present campaign, which will
come to an end with polling day on
June 7, strong independent elements
have found expression for the first
time in the political history of Alber-
ta. 1In Calgary, for instance, where
three seats are being contested, two
Independent Labor candidates are in

the running. The Farmers’ Non-
partisan League, which has ‘“been

flourishing in Saskatchewan and Al-
be;lt‘: durigng the past six months, has
tive candidates in the field in different
rural parts of the Province. The
Labor and Socialistic elements In Al
berta are strong owing to the presencz‘a
in the Province of =0 mal:i_v cnin
miners, and it would not be suypr §-
ing to see a fairly stronz r:c-presema;
tlon of these radical minds in the nex
Legislature.
Women Will Vote. .
s will also he the first Provincid
ele’?:llon in which the wume}l}of{ Al:
berta will have the o.pportunlf.y ’oi ex
ercising their franchise. J‘ngmg .rm.n
the support which My, Sifton is ’f‘""
ceiving from the leaders of the f\o-
men's organizations, the female vote
will be polled largely in fu\'m"of. the
Liberal cause and the present (,u.f\ ern-
ment. This support, however, 1S .be-
ing given only in return r(_n' gervices
rendered. At the last session of the
l.egislature the Sifton Governnient put
into effect one of the most (:()l’llp!‘f‘h(}{n-
sive and progressive programs of l'egns-
jution ever enacted into law in i single
gession by any Province in the Do-
minion. Fifty-six bills were introduc-
ed and passed, and many of them con-
tained recommendations which had
been advanced by the organized wo-
‘men voters of the Province. 'rhe
liquor act, which came into force in

Alberta on the 1st of July Ilast
year, prohibiting the sale in
hotels or public places of all

kinds of intoxicants, was amended
this year, In response to the dcmuuds
of the women, making more stg‘mgent
the regulation of the quantity of
liquor which might be Imported by
any resident of the Province. In the
municipal hospital act, which was
probably the most advanced plece of
scelal legislation ever placed on the
statute books of any Province in Can-
ada, the Government again listened to
the advice of the female voter. An
act providing for strict medical inspece-
tion in rural schools also had its hirth
in the frertils bLrains of the female
electorate. The dower act also bore
the approval of Alherta's women folk.
It gave women an inalienable right in
the heme properties which they
occupy in conmumon with their hus-
bands. In another uct the women
were given full suffrage rights in con-
nection with all municipal and school
elections, and wherever thelr hushands
were assessed they were also given the
right to vote on money by-laws ir
common with their husbands. These
ara some of the reasons why the wo-
men of Albherta will vote for the re-
«airn of Mr, Sifton to power at Iid-
«nonton,

Some Recent Legislation,

Other legislation which the Siftor
Government is presenting to the
people of Alberta as a plea for re
elcction relates to the agricultural fn.
terests of the Province. Three import
ant rural credit bills were passed a
the last session of the Legislature
largely as a result of the continuec
demand of the United Farmers of Al
berta. These three bills provided, re

* spectively, for improved facilitles fo
securing long-term mortgage loans
current loans and speeial live stocl
loans. The agricultural interests wer:
further protected and encouraged b;
such legislation as the seed grain act
the wolf bounty act, the enrollment o
stallions act, the reclamation of land
act, an act to permit the Albert:
¥armers' Co-operative Elovator Com
pany to amalgamate with the Cirai
Growers’ Grain Company of Winnt
peg, and an act to extend the credi
of the Province ta the Municipal Co
operative Hail Insurance Company,

Armed with a legislative recor

that has few precedents, and openly
approved by the ‘organized agricul-
tural interests, the Sifton Government
is waging its side of this campaign
with a great deal of confidence In the
outcome, The efforts of the .Opposi-
tion to make capital out of a gan-
gerous racial issue do not meot

much response. The majority of re-

.sponsible people in Alberta know that

the naturalized Germans and Aus-
trians who have llived in the Pro-
vince are law-abiding people, and
most of them are Canadian in their
general political outlook. At
rate, it is known that out of a total
population in the Province of Alberta,
according to the recent census, of
496,625, there are not more than
83,000 Austrians and Germans—men,
women and children. In 1911 the
ceénsus showed that the proportion of
Austro-Hungarians and Germans in
the population of Alberta was less
thun eighteen per cent., and in five
years the large increase in the popu-
lation of that Province has not come
from Europe, but from the United
States. Ifortunately for the national
welfare, Alberta, through its schools,
is making good citizens out of its for-
eign settlers, and if relieved of the
viclous attacks of indiscreet jingoes
and irresponsible political partisans,
the Government of Alberta will con-
tinue_to do_its part in making West-
ern Canada a good country tolive in.
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