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FOUR Di®ERENT VIEWS
IN HOUSE-3N CONSCRIPTION

Sir Edward Kemp Points to Need of Another System —
Hon. Mr. Sevigny Supports Bill—Mr. German Favors
Referendum—Dr. Pugsley Against Bill

{Staff Correspondence of The Globe.)

Ottawa, June 25.—Parllament to-, taint of politics, he su}ld, had t.ll.::lli

through everytning. The presen

lay heard four different views on the he characterized as a bill “nut to galn
‘onscription issue. The Minister of _recrults, but to galn an election.”
Militia, Sir Edward Kemp, led off with iWhﬂe deciaring thart if nh retertenduxtn
a h ad- | were refused he would have to vote
 Cionce of the measure whioh 1| for the biil and do what he could to
ed lttle new to the arguments or In- |l o)y y0 1t o success, Mr. German made
ormation already before the House.|' g strong appeal to the Government to
1e noted that of the 6,400 recruitsiadopt the course of submitting the
luring May, only 1,208 had gone to [ 4uestion to the people, after an ade-

quate educational campalign, thus
he infantry branch, where, he main- avolding “discontent, dlscord, distrust,
ained, the need was greatest. As tol disunion and disaster.”

he Quebec situation, he said that the
ecrulting campaign of Col. Blon;i‘l,n Hon. Albert Sevigny. Minister of
nd Gen. Lessard had netted only 221l 1njana’ Revenue, in aunnouncing that
oldiers, and only 92 of these enlisted | he would support the bill, “no matter
rom the Province of Quebec, what others mnay say,” declured that
feeling was running so high in his
Plea for Appeal to People, Province that his life had been threat-
W. M. German, Welland, declared | ®ne¢d. However, he intended to stand
’ by the Government. Hlis declaration in
1is approval of the conscription prin- 13911 that “Canada owes nothing to
iple, and his disapproval of thel[ England” he got rovnd by saying that
‘Prussianism’ which would not trust!| Canada was not fizhtineg now for Eng-
he people. To refuse the people the || land, but with England, and for her
ight to pronounce upon conscription | own existence.
>ecause it was feared they would not His atltock on Sir Wilfrid Laurier an
ronounce aright was, he declared, a i “an old riar of seventy-six years of
1ew doctrine for a free country. *It{age whe is ending his career by see-
nay be Toryism, but it is not Liberal- [iag the twe races further apart,”
sm and it is not democracy."” dreer viuonrous protests from the Lib-
In a trenchant and clear-cut ad- | eral meisbers, by whom Mr. Sevigny's
Iress Mr. German hit out hard at the ' somewhat labored recantation of the
Ldministrative faflures of the Gov- T T e e e e
irnment since the war began. The I (Continued on Page 5, Col. 1.)

Hon. Mr, Sevigny Supports Bill,
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FOUR DIFFERENT VIEWS |

ADVANCED

(Continued from Page i, Coi. 3.}
Nationalist doctrine he preached in
1911, was cynically recelved.

Dr., Pugsley Says Case Not Made Out.

The last speaker of the day was
Hon, Dr. Fugsley. The failure of the
volunta aystem he attribputed not to
the people, but to the Government.
He rocuirted some of the sins of
omissi n and of commission. Fe per-
tinentl atked for some statistical de-
maonstraticn of the truth of the Gov-
ermment’s statement that conscription
naust be resorted to forthwith les}
the faps at the front be left unfilled.
The tigures given to the Iouse, he
sald, reedea explanation, and the
Prime M!nister had made_out no case
for the sndden breaking of every
pledge In regard to conscription given
to Parllument and to the people. He
balleved that the best interests of the
war would be served, and @wrmony
and unit, among the Canadian peo-
Ple maintalned, if the referendum
wers prantea It it were not granted,
he declarod he would have to vota
against the bill, In the belief that the
whole rituation would be properly
cleared vp by g new Parliament and
a2 nex Administration.

No Reftection Upon Spcaker.

When the House met, Mr. L. J.
Gauthier, St. Hyacinthe, rose to state
that, on his return to Ottawa this
morning, his attention had been di-
rected to the Speaker’s reference to
bhis statement that the Barretto
amendment calling for a six months’
hoist for the conscription bill would
never have been accepted by the
House had it not been enginecercd by
the Government.

“Nothing was in my mind reflecting
upon the Speaker.”” observed Mr.
Gauthier. *“My remarks were directed
‘against the Government solely. If
anything in my remarks has been in-

terpreted as a reflection upon the,

Chair, I desire to withdraw them.”
Mr. Gauthier’s brief statement was
greeted by manifestations of approvak

Only Way to Equal Sacrifice.

Sir BEdward Kemp, in resuming the
debate on the conscription bill, de-
clared that compulsory enlistment
was the only method now practicable
to remove ‘“the inequalities and injus-
tices of voluntary recruiting,’” and to
secure the needed reinforcements for

the front. The fathers and mothers !

and sisters of Canada, he sald, who
were now represented at the front
demanded that an equal sacrifice
should be compelled from others. It
was not right that one family should
suffer while another went scot-free.
Sir Edward regretted that the coall-
tion proposals had fuallen through,
and he added that not one of Sir
Robert Borden's collecagues had ob-
jected at all to the Premier’s attempt
to securc Ministers from the Opposi-
tion =lde of the House.

New Constitutional Authority Cited.

On the constitutional Issue as to
whether or not the militia act actually
gave the Government power to send
troops outside Canada in case of em-
srzency, the Minister of Militia quot-
ed one new authority in suppurt ot the
Government’s contention. He «eferred
t> a Judgment given since the out-
break of the war by Bir Francois
Lemieux, Chief Justico of Quebee, in
connection with an appeal for the re-
leass of & certain private on the

ground that the Government had no .

authority to send an enlisted man out

of Canada. The judgment declared
that the Government had the con-
stitutional right to eniist men for

overseas service without seeking fur-
ther legislation.

The referendum amendment Sir 1d-
ward dismissed with
that the soldicrs’ votes would not bhe
given a fair chance against the slack-
er voie and the allen enemy vote.

Recruiting Figares Show Nceol

Asa evidence of the need of con-
acription, the Minister of MMilitia
quoted the recruiting tigures for May.
Out of a tota] of 6,407 recruits for
the month, 1,842 went with the rafl-
way construction and forestry bat-
talions, 985 to artillery, and 1,208
to infantry, while the balance went
to various other units. The great
need, he said, was for infantry.

Hon. Dr, Pugsley wanted to know
why the Government could not trans-
fer men to any unit after they wcre
anlisted. Thusg deficiencles in infan-
try might be made up.

The Minister esaid that legally the

|

tha statement !

IN HOUSE

Government had the r& o mmim
recruits to any service, but the men
enlisted in good faith in one branch,
and the Government believed that,
as long as the voluntary system was
in force, faith should be kept with
thése men.

When Was G iption Considered? l

B. M. Macdonald noted that on
April 28 the Minister had stated in
the House that up to that dats the
question of conscription had not been
considered by the Government. |
“When was it first consldered?”’ l
queried Mr. Macdonald. !

“I must refer you to the Prime;
Minister’s statemgnt in the House,”
replied Sir Edward.

“But surely you must know. You!
are tho Ainister of Afilitis;” retorted '’
Mr, Macdonald.

Sir Edward declined to be drawn.

“Apparently the Premier announc-
ed conscription, and then the Cabinet
considered it,” commented Dr. Pugs-
ley.

Did All Co-operate in Quebec?

Touching on the Quebec aituation
the Minister of Militla declared that
all the methods which had been trled
in other Provinces had also been
tried in Quebec. But in the other
Provinces the whole population—
clergy, sportsmen, professional men,
politiclans -—— co-operated. Sir BEd-
ward left with the House the ques-
tion as to whether that condition ex-
isted also in Quebec.

Enlistment of French-Canadians,

He referred to the return submitted
some days ago, showing that the total
number of ¥rench-Canadlars from all
parts of Canada who had gone over-
ceas, including Acadians, was 14,100.
This figure, he declared, was care-
fully estimated and was “approxi-
mately correct.” Further detalls
would be given when the bill was
considered in committee. The recruit-
|| ing campaign of Colonel Blondin and
General Lessard for a French-Cana-
dian battalion netted only 221 sol-
diers, and of these only ninety-two
had enlisted from the Province of
Quebec. The rest were transferrcd
from other units. As to the charge
made by Hon, Rodolphe Lemieux
that a blunder had been made in ap-
pointing’ a Protestant clergyman to
supervise recruiting in the Province,
Sir Edward said that the clergyman
in question, Major (Rev.) C. F. Wil-
liams, had been appointed to supervise
recruiting among the English-speak-
ing people of Montreal. TUnsuccess-
ful attempts had been made to enlist
the co-operation of the Roman Cathe-
lic clergy.

Never Attempt to Retard.

The Minister declared that thers
had never been any attempt to retard
enlistment, as charged by Sir Sam
Hughes. As to the Home Defenco
¥orce campaign, he said that was u
“last chance"” effort, instituted in re-
sponse to demands from various parts
of the country, and because tha Im-
perial authorities had suggosied ethat
all overscas troops available in Can-
ada should be immediately gsent across
the Atlantic while the nights were
!comparauvely long and submarine
ioperations thereby retarded. How -
yever, now that the United States had
entered the war, there was no neces-
sity for a Home Defence Force.

! Better Defeat Than Breaking Faith,

In conclusion, the Minlater declar-
.ed the Government might or mirnt
jnot go down to defeat because of hav-
,Ing introduced a conscription bili, but
better defeat a nundred times than
!l'ul!urc to keep faith with the men
iat the front,

German Favors Referendum,

Mr. W, AL Germean, Welland,
pointed out that the people of Cun-
u:Ju. had a great duty to perfurm to
King and Emplre, and the question
of the moment was how best

|

this
duty could be performed. He be-
lieved himself that Canada should
spend her last dollar and give her

last man to secure
struggle for freedom. By g referen-
dum Canada could obtaln conscrip-
tion and national umity as well. Mr.
German said he had received many
resolutions both In favor of and op-
posing conscription, and some favor-
ing a referendum, but he must de-
cide for himself and leave his action
t;?) the jud;flrlr]mn:hof the people, In
ommon w. other 5 i
Flandera, 0 ? Tie had a son in

“Polltics” Spoiled Everything.

Voluntary recruiting had fallen
down. Everything the Government
had touched in its war administra-
tion had fallen down, national ser-
:\'lce‘ home service, etc. One reason
iwas the perpetual playing ot politics.
Every woman and child in Ontarlo
had put their shoulders to the wheel
‘until the serpent of politics ralsed
ity slimy head. Had politics been
kept out of voluntary recruiting that
. System to-day would have been ag
successful as ever.

Should Have Had Coalition.

Mr. German malintained that Par-
Hament had no right to pass the
conscription biil without the ap-
-proval of the people. He would like to
.8ee a measure which would bring about
compulsory service, hut he would like
to see a bill passed that would he ef-
!fective and which would have the
approval of the people. Unless it had
that approval it could not he effec-
tive. In Britaln conscription follow-
ed coalition, and Canada should have
had coalition since the beginning of
the war. Had the Government
honestly and patriotically desired to
form a coalition behind which the
people could stand it could have done
fio two years ago.

Go to Pecoplo for Approval.

In Britain they had by-elections. In
Canada there were twenty vacancies.
Mr., German admitted the need for
men was Imperative, but he belleved
the courre of Sir Wilfrid Laurier was
the sure and the safe way to sccure
the men to win the war. He did not
faver an election with its many side-
irrues, The only way was to g0
straight to the peopla for approval,
to go with candof and with courage.
The statement had been made in the
Housge that the question should not
be submitted to the people because

Buccess in this

the pcople were overwhelmingly
against it. ‘In the name of high
Heaven,” exclaimed Mr. German,
“what sort of doctrine is that to

preach in this country! T will never
anbscribe to a doctrine like that! Tt
is Prussionism. It may be Toryism,
but it i3 not Liberalism, and it is not
democracy.”

Mr, German quoted the words of
Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour: “There is hut
one form of Government, under
whatever name it may be called, that
is the Government in which the ulti-
mate control lles with the people,”
This was the principle, said Mr. Ger-
man, under which he was brouzht up
and by which he Intended to stay,
irrespective of what anyone might do
or what any newspaper might say.
(Liberal applause.)

Better Scek to Persuade People.

He declared that Parllamentarfans
would be bettsr employed in going
through the country endeavoring to
induce peoples to agree to this law

i
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it aguainst ‘the people’s will. If they
could not win the people by moral
iruasion and dispassionate appeals to
iugree to it, then they could never get
iany good results by enforced legisia-
tion. Such lexislation could never be
enforced against the will of the peo-
ple. The experience of the past wag
in better guide than present theories.

Believes People Would Vote for it

Mr. German declared that if the
measure were placed properly hefore
the penple he ways convinced that they
would vate for it, and that was why
he favored the amendment. Sir Wil-
frid Laurier had declared that if a
referendum were taken and carried,
he could pledge his word that every
man in his Province would ablde by
ft. That was in accordance with
democratic prineciples,

Would Not Impede the BiL

NMr. German declared that if the
Government did not accept the pro-
posals contained in the referendum,

of the Government passing the bill
and making what succesz they could
of it. (Conservative laughter.)

Mr. German’s Forecast.

He predicted that within six weeks
‘the bill would receivo the Governor-
'General’'s assent, The Government
*would then appoint their officials, who
‘would draw their pay. They would
then, perhaps, issue a proclamation,
calling out the first class of troops,

1
I

‘{tand they would stop there. The Courts
!

of Appeal would put an end to the
:proceedings. Then the Government
‘would have an election, declarlng that
ithey wanted the approval of the peo-
:ple on the bhill, and the issue would
inot be conscription. It would he Eng-
‘lish and French, Protestant and Ca-
‘tholic. It would be an election which

rather than {n endeavoring to enforce

then he would not stand in the way:

would surpass the villainous “P.P.A."

election against Oliver Mowat, the ef-
fect of which has not yet disappeared.
Mr. German feared this was not a bill
to gain recruits, but a biil to gain an
election. The Government had a Min-
Ister of Militla to win the war and a
Minister of Public Works to win e¢lec-
tions, It had fired the Minister of
Militia and kept the Minister of Pub-
lic Works.

Appecal and Trust the People.

Mr. German closed with an impres-
slve appeal to trust the people in the
pregsent crisis. lHe recalled the words
of the Premler, and appealed for the
course that would ‘“avoid discontent,
discord, distrust, disunion and disas-
ter,”” the course which would mean
trlumph for the great principles of
freedom and democracy for which
Canada's gallant sons had made their
sacrifice. When Mr. German took his
seat he was accorded an enthusiastic
demonstration from the Liberal
benches.

Consclence Furnished Mandate.

Hon. Albert Sevigny, Minister of
Inland Revenue, followed. He de-
clared that in 1911 no member of
Parlinment had received a mandate
to enter the war, but the people had

not reproached them Tor acting with-;

out that mandate. The conscience of
the people furnished the mandate.
When an extenslon was asked for,
none had complained, because the one
thing at heart was to carry on the
war.,

Mr. Sevigny sald he did not intend
to retallate by Insults against those
twho had coolly insulted him in the
past months. His desire was to help
the 400,000 of his countrymecn who
had died or were ready to die for
thelr country.

Doca Not See Why He Shonld Resign.

ro those who are threatening my
life,” he exclalmed, “'I say that 1 am
not more in danger than those who
are in the trenches.” .

Mr. Sevigny complained that his
life was threatened, and that pres-
sure had been brought to bear upon
him to resign from the Government.
Before he entered the Government,
he said, the Premler had declined to
give assurance that conscription
would not be enforced. At the by-
election in Dorchester, he declared,
his opponent had raised the specsrc
of conscription through the Ni-
tional Service cards. He had re-
torted that the cards had nothing te
do with conscription, and that if
conscription were decided upon it
would be introduced in Parlinment.
His electors with this knowledge had
roturned him by a good majority.
This meant that they approved the
Government's policy. He thought
his mandate was clear. He did not
gee why he should resign and leave

the French-Canadian minority with
no representation In the Cabinet.
Criticism of Sir Wilfrid.

Amid murmurs of protest Mr.

Sevigny attacked Sir Wilfrid Laurier
as “an old man of seventy-six years
of age who is ending his carcer by
geelng the two races further apart.,”
while of Mr. Blondin and himself
history would say they *have done
what they wanted to do, and suc-
ceeded in a certain measure.” He
read a letter from Sir Hugh John
Macdonald of Winnipeg, congratulat-
ing him on his patriolism in decid-
ing to retain his portfollo.

Not a Question of Debt to England.

Mr. Bevigny declared that French-
Canadians in Quebec had been In-
fluenced by people who declared
that Canada had done enough, that
she owed nothing to England, and
that she was belng ruined by war.
“We are not fighting for England or
for France,” declared Mr. Sevignv.
“We are fighting with England, with

o it is need-
to

France, for ourselves,
lews to ask ¥ we owe anything
England.”

But We Do Owe Safety.

Mr. Sevigny, however, thought that
Canadic now did owe somcething to
England, The British fleet had kept

the seas open for Canadian  com-
merce, and without that fleet, Ger-
many would have conquered Cuan-
adia as Great Britain captured the

colonies,
Apportionment of the 100,000,
Of the hundred thousand men who

German

were to be raised under conscrip-
tion, Mr. Sevigny allotted ten thou-
sand to ch of the western Pro-

vine

25,000 to Ontario, 25,000 to

Quebee, and bBve thousand each to
New Brunswick and Nova  Scotia,
with an extra two thousand thrown
in for Prince Edward Island. He
did not think it would ruin Quebec
to furnish another 25,000, In any
case, the people of the Province
would be protected in  individual

caxes by the safeguards of thesselec-
tive tribunals,

Should Keep Up Their ¥End.

It was worth while, he declared,
in conclusion, for the French-Cana-
dlans to do their share, so that in
futurc ycars they could recall with
pride that their honor had been savs
ed, thut they had fought in a sacred
cauge, that they had helped, as in
1812, to protect the British flag and
keep Great Britain still the greatest
Empire in the world. ‘We should
keep up our end, so that we shall not
be isolated or despised when the bell
of victory rings,” he declared.
“QOthers may say what they like., As
for my part, I accept the bill."”

Dr. Pugsley's Sarcasm.

Flon. Dr. Pugsley, after noting that
history would record of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier that no man had done more
to promote harmony betwean the
races in Canada, commented causti-
cally upon Mr, Sevigny’s changed
attitude, Just six years ago, Mr.
Sevigny had been preaching in Que-
bec that Canada “owed nothing to
Fngland.” Svidently feeding at the
Government crib had improved his
brain. In the Maritime Provinces,
sald Dr. Pugsley, they considered
tish was a good brain food. With

Natlonalists 2 Government job seem-
ed to have the desired effect.

Legal Aspects of Militin Act.

Dr. Pugsley dealt at some length
with the legal aspects of the militin
act, maintalning that the proper in-
terpretation of the wording of the act
as revised in 1904 would not bear the
Interpretation which the Government
now sought to place upon it. Con-
scription, he sald, to send Canadlans
overseas was an absolutely new prin-
ciple, and the Government should not

take shelter behind the plea that no- |l Led

thing not already incorporated in sub

-1
stance In the statutes was being ]n-l‘

voked.

breach of faith with Parliament and |

a breach of faith with the country.
The life of Parllament has been ex-
tended after repeated assurances to
the country by the Prime Minister
that conscription was not thought of;
yet a mortbund Parlinment, without
further appeal to the people, was now
asked to arbitrarily pass a measure
on which tho country was
and for which no mandate had ev
been given.

‘Where Government Failed.

Apparently, said Dr. Pugsley, all
tbe Government thought of was poli-
tical expedlency, patronage, and send-
ing men to the trenches. 'There had
been no strong and vigorous effort
made for a non-party trial of the
volunteer system; there had been no
adequate organization of the re-
sources of the country for war work;
not a ship had been DLuilt; no real
effort had heen made to control food
prices, or to secure cultivation of im-
mense land areas now lylng idle,

Wants Farther Explanation.

As for the immediate necessity for
conscription, Dr. Pugsley pointed out
that the Government had not attempt-
od to demonstrate by actual figures

what the real nceds of the case were.

The figures which had been given
showed 420,000 men enlisted, and ouly
330,000 sent overseas or left in Can-
ada. The disappearance of 96,000
men had not been explained. With
146,000 men still in England or Can-
ada, according to the Government's
own flgures, and with rceruiting stiil
proceeding at the rate of about 7,000
per month under the voluntary sys-
tem, Dr. Pugsley thought Parliament
was entitled to some further explana-
tion as to why the voluntary sysiem
should be dropped and conscription,
with all its difficulties and dangers,
now resorted to. Sir Robert Borden
on his return to Canada last April
had told Parliament that what the
Imperial authorities asked for was
more men for the Forestry and Rail-
way Construction Corps. Just a few
days later, when he announced the
conscription policy, he declared that
what they wanted was infantry.

Voice of Partisans Tichoed.

“It is not the volce of the Tmperial
authorities that the Prime Minister
echoad,” exclaimed Dr. Pugsley; “it is
the voice of Teronto, and the voice of
political partisans.” Why, if more
men were needed immediately, he
asked, had the DMilitia Department
{ssued an order a few days ago actual-
ly stopping voluntary recruiting for
the artillery? '

He recalled that Parliament had
granted the extension sought by the
Government only after assurance was
given that there would be no con-
scription.

“I will not again commit the blun-
der I committed last sesslon.’” he com-
mented. “Never again will I rely on
the pledges of gentlemen who now
occupy the Treasury benches.”

Raising of Passlons Deprecated.

He likened the situation to that of
Ireland, recalling some of the tragic
history of the “distressful isle.” In
solemn words, he urged tho Admin.
{stration to avoid the rousing of re-
ligious and racial passions. “1 pray
God,” said he, “that the passions they
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tare inciting do not grow to propor-
ttions which we cannot realize.” No
i{ittempt should be made, in the face
¢>f the bitterly hostile sentiments, to
¢:nact conscription until the judgment
¢3f the people had bLeen obtained.

1Leading, Not of That Kind.

Sir Thomas White had stated that
{.he people were anxious to be led.
* ‘Led by this Government!"” exclaimed
1Dr. Pugsley, “led further through the
1mire of scandal, and graft, and bung-
lling, and mistakes of all descriptions’
through the dishonesties of
horse-buying., binoculars, drugs, and
what not! The people want no more

The conscription bill was a tsuch leading. They have reached the

«conclusion that they are just as
ccapable of deciding matters for them-
1selves as this Government is of de-
cciding for them.”

iUtterly Opposed to Bill.

Parliament, concluded Dr. Pugsley,
‘had no right or mandate to enact the
Ibill. It was an autocratic attempt to
«disregard the wishes of the people.
He was utterly and unalterably op-
‘posed to it. and was heartily in favor
1of the referendum. He was glad to
‘be able to speak for the grand old Loy-
alist city of St. John, founded by
United Empire Loyalists, and on their
behalf to go upon record for the prin-
ciples of democracy and freedom, for
national harmony, for public weal,
and for the greatest and most effec-
tive way of winning the war. Dr.
Pugsley was cheered again and again
as he concluded.

Col. James Arthurs moved the ad-
journment of the debate, and the
House arose,



