Minister ~of-Militia' and Defence -
Strongly .Defends Gov't Measure

Sir Bdward Kemp expressed dur] while others had sent none. There
regret that the coalition proposal ; were hundrpds of instances. |
had not begn successful. He sald Hon. Willlam Pugsley asked il
that not one of Bir Robert Borden's } under the present act a fifth son
colleagues criticized his proposal | might be taken where say.four had
plthough it would have meant that | volunteered.
half the seats in the Cabinet would 8Sir Edward replied that this was
‘have gone to the Opposition, It|a matter which would be taken
would have been & great advantage. | care. of by the tribunals.
dut now that it had been refused Mr. Pugsley Insisted that ths
they must work out the bill to~| tribunals would have no authority
gether In the most sympathetie in such a case.
manner, ' 8Sir Edward said that the Prime

Referring to the arguments that
under the Militia Act troops could
not be sent outside the country, Sir
Edward sald that he could not
agree with thém. He had no hesl-
tation In concluding that troops
could be sent abroad. He sald that
since the outbreak of the war, Sir
France Roy Lemieux, Chief Justice
for Quebéc. had given an imports
pant declaion On th oint. An ap-
peal had been made to him for the

release of a oertain private on the |
grounds that the Government- had | l8neous, 2,402, Bir Edward pointed

no suthority to send an enlisted ] Ut that under - the vountary

; Minister in introducing the bill; had
| ~{ method men could enlist In any
man outside of Canada., Mr. Lem ol

stated that he was prepared to con-
sider any necessary amendments.
it might be necessary to make
amendments to meet such cases,

Artillery Popular Branch,
Continuing Sir Edward sald that
in the month of May there were
8,407 recruits, Of these 1,842 were
obtalned for the Rallway Construe-
‘tion and Forestry Battalions; Artil-
lery, 9565; Infantry, 1,208; miscel-

jeux declared that the Gavernment|arm Of the service they
‘had a constitutional right to raise The srtilieries was a very popuiar

troops to send abroad. He ruled service and as A result there was

a surplus of artillery both in Can-
that et:o'r::h:‘ :&‘mlm for ouruu ada:' and in England. They had:

i
Difficult to Get A Vota been: compelied to order recruiting

for artillery to cease.
. Taking up the question of the Mr. Pugsiey Intervened to know
referendum, 8Sir ldml sald B

iIf &« man could not be transferred
would be difficult 16 poll the vete| fFOm one arm to another.
of the soldiers. When the bill was

Bir Bdward admitted that this
was correct but sald it was not fair
passed providing for the votes of | under thh: dvolullllurr“ “.“:4 w'l:?r;
the wsoldl there ware m & man enlist in g t
‘oo : in one branch to change him to an-
other without his consent, .
Continuing, 8Sir Edward sald
that Infantry was what the suthori-
tiep were crying out for at the
front. We were not getting the In-
fantry recruits udlr the voluntary
system. |
Mr. Pugsiey again Interposed to
say that the Prime Minister had
recently sald that we needed fores-
try battalions |
Sir BAdward mid tllat that was
frue enough, but Infantry was also
wanted most u tly .
The Minister t that & 100.-
000 men ecould be secured under the
selective asystém without Inconven-
ce to the industrial life of Can

r B M mm l..l;
on A n.ﬂlturl had
h House In answer (o &
«w oﬂﬂ&ldnmrln
not been considered by the
Government. mwmuml
first haen considersd,

troops in: Canada and few at
front, mow the situation was re-
versed., He said that the referen-
dum would give a chanoe to
slacker and every alln enemy
‘vote A ¢conscrl

8ir sald t ut he belleved
that somie of melective system
wan nm even If voluntary en-
listment be hpt up In order to
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rect as It was possible to mh

, Ralerring to tl:.
ap llumnt of v. Maj) or

Illams as Chiel" Recruiting ontl::i
for Montreal Bir Edward stated

it was never the intention of the
Government that Major Wlilliams
should recruit, amongst Frenzh
Canadlans. An attempt had been
made to enlist the co-operation of
several of the Roman oli¢ nlergy
but it had not proved to be sue-
cessful. Major Willlams, he sald,
had done splendid work recruiting
amongst the English speaking peo-
ple of teh Montreal distriet.

8ir Edward then told the House
that the campaign Instituted by Col
Blondin and Gen. Lessard had beed
productive of 221 men. He pro-
duced a list of recrulting officers In
Quebec to show that a large numboer
of French-Canadian recruiting offl-
cers had been engaged. The list, he
sald, extended over twelve typewrit-
ten pages,

The Home Guasd Force.

Sir Edward made brief reference
to the attempt to organize the home
guard force. He sald that Iast win-
ter the Imperial authorities had
aaked thai all the avallable furces In
Canada ve sent overseas. Thig had
‘made it necessary that there should
ba some f[orce In Canada, as the old
militia force had become lass than A
'lkolttou. While very few had en-
llrud in the home force, the eam-
paign on its behalf had st'mulated
\racruitlnz for the overseas force.
Since the entry of the United Btates
into the war, tha necessity for tne
‘home force had heen lessened.

8ir Edward repeated the figures
already glvensthe House by 8ir
Robert Borden as to the number of
men avallable In England on May
the 14th for service in France. He
denled that in so far as he was con-
cerned any attempt had ever beer
made to retard recrulting In Canada.
It was going on today just as usual,
Selective conscription was desirable
at the present time, he sald, because
of the necessity of directing eniist-
ments to the Infantry units, whose
need of men is the greatest. It was
also desirable to prevent the depar-
ture overseas of men who would be
of greater service to Canada at
home. The selective conscription
bill, Sir Edward said, would not do
an injustice to anyone. The Gov-
ernment may or may not go down to
defeat because of having introduced
it, but better defeat & hundred times
than the abandonment of the sol-
dierg at the front.

Wants People’s Approval.

Mr. Wm. German, (Welland) sald
they had no right to pass this bill
without the approval of the people.
He would like to s¢e a bdill which
would bring about compulsory ser-
vice, but he would llke to see a bill
passed which would be effective,
which would have the approval of
the people. Unless they d that
approval It would ..ot be effective.

He admitted that the need for men
was Imperative. The laces of
slaughtered men must be filled If the
war was to be won, but he belleved
that the course of SBir Wilifrid Laur-
ler was safer and surer. He d4id not
favor a general election for the ques-
tion of compulsion eould not be pro-




and. with courage. He was
Sure that they would not go In vain;
the people would support it. The
statement had been made In the
House that they would rot go to the
people because the people were over-
‘whelmingly agalnst mi:um
“In the name of High Heaven,” sald
Mr. German, “what sort of doctrine
Is that to preach In this country! 1
will never subscridbe to a doctrine
Ike that, It Is Prussianism, it may
torylsm, but it s not liberaliam,
and It is not democracy."

Tangles.

Mr. German declared that If the
Government did not accept the
proposal containéd in the referen-
dum, then he would not stand In
the way of the UGovernment pass-
ing the bill and making the best
success they could of it. (Conser-
vative laughter). He predicted
that within six weeks the bill would
recelve the Governor General's as-
sent. The Government would then
appoint their officials who would
draw their pay. They would then
perhaps issue & proclamation
calling out the first class of tﬂ;r
and they would stop there. €
courts of appeal would put an end
to the proceedings from then on.
Then the Government would have
an election, declaring that they
wanted the approval of the people
on the bill. d the lssue would
not be conscription, it would be be-
tween English and French, be-
tween Protestant and Catholle,

Mr, Sevigny Tells of Threats,

Hon, Albert Sevigny, Minister of
Inland Revenue, followed. He de-
clared that in 1911 no member of
Parllament had recelved a mandate
to carry on this war, but that the
people had not reproached the Gov-
ernment for taking that mandate.
The outraged conscience of the
people gave them an absolute man-
date. When an sxtension was ask-
ed for last sesalon, no one had com-
plained, because the one reason at
heart was to carry on the war,

He did not Intend to retaliate by
insults aghinst those who had
coolly Insulted him In the last
month. The desire was to help the
400,000 of his fellowcountirymen
who had died or were ready to dle
for their country. To those who
had threatened his life he would
say that he was no more in danger
than the soldiers in the trenches.
Pressure had been brought to bear



upon him to resign from the Gov-
ernment, but he had decided to re-
sist for the following reasons. In
December of 1916, the Prime Min-
‘Ister in wering a delegation had
declined assurances that cgonscrip-
tion would not be enforced, If it
were later found necessary. A few
days later, Hom. T. Chase Casgrain
had died, and his portfolio was left
vacant. It the Prime Minister had
chosen he could have filled that
portfolio with an English speaking
member, thought the French Can-
adians would have cried out If he
had done so. Instead Mr. Sevigny
was brought Into the Cabinet. At
the byelection in Dorchester which
followed, his opponents had used
the spectre of conscpiption through
the mnational service cards. He
Rimself had declared that they had
nothing to do with conscription and
that if conscription were decided
upon, It would be Introduced In
Parllament, His electors with this
krowledge had returned him with
& larger majority than bdefore. This
surely meant that they approved of
the Government's war policy, and
of the Government's declision to
carry the war to a successful end.



He thougit his mandate was clear,

The Government had asked the
nine provinces to unite In carrying
the war to an end, That was why
he was called upon 10 resign. But
why should not the same demand
"be made upon every member of the
country. Why should the minority
be lsolated In Quebec. That broad
minded man the Prime Minister,
had not seen it that way.

The Trouble in Quebec,

Mr. Sevigny declared that French
Canadians in Quebec had been In-
fluenced by people who declared
that Canada had done enough, that
she owed nothing to England and
that the country was being ruined
with the war. In other provinces
where as much influence had not
been used French Canadians had
enlisted well. While he had In-
formation from the United States
that French Canadians and Ameri-
cans of French origin had respond-
ed ardently to conseription. Mr.
Sevigny stated that If a body of in-
terprovineial men had been organ-
ized In Quebec to advise the Gov-
ernment the province would have
done her share.

Khare.

Quebec's
Mr. Sevigny estimated that Que-
bec's share of the 100,000 draft
would probably be 25,000 men, He
sald the loss of 25,000 men would
not ruin Quebec. He thought that
every French-Canadian ought to be
roud to have that many more men
the army fighting for freedom.
© “Others may say what they like,
as for my part I accept the bil"
he sald {n resuming his seat.
Mr. Pugsicy Is Opposed.
Hon, Mr. Pugsley refeccing to the
United States sald that If that coun-
try did its part as nobly as Canada
had done the American army would
be between six and. seven million
men. It was their war as much as
Canada's. Canada had been fight-
ing the battls of the United States.
If the war lasted three years longer,
were we to go on dralning our coun-
try, he asked. It must not be ex-
pected of us, he sald that we should
do more than Is human.

He sald there was no reason for
this extraordinary measure that was
being brought before the House,
and it should not be passed except
by & Parllament having the man-
date of the people. There were



some who were talking about the!
extabsion of the lite of Parllament.
“I want to say." he added, “tlat,
in view of what is now taking place,
the unresasonable, autocratic effort
to pass this bill through Parllament,
1 say 1 will not repeat the blunder
of which I was gullty a' the last
session of Parllament.” He added
that he would never agaln rely on
the pledges of the trauug.

Comparing Quebeo with Ulster, Mr,
Pugsley sald, that when religious and
racial questions were aroused there
was no telling"what the result would
be. -But there was a way to stop It
Mr. Bevigny could persuade the Gov-
ernment to agree to A referendum,
It would not defeat the bill and It
wowld only mean a delay of three or
four weeks at the most. They would
have to take the vote of the soldiers,
of course.

The adjournment of the debate
was moved by Col, James Arthurs.
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