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LABOR SHORTAGE
ACUTE ON FARMS

Western M.P.’s Urge Matter on
the Attention of Par-
liament

Ottawa, July 18.—Shortage of
farm labor in Western Canada is moat
acute. Mr. J. G. Turriff (Assinibola)
brought the situation to the atten-
tion of Parliament this afternoon,
reading extracts from western
papers and telegraphic communica-
tlons received urging prompt action.

Some of the papers suggested the
conscription of allen laborers and
slackers for the western harvest
fields, and others intlinated that men
from Quebec declined to serve as
harvesters this season in reprisal for
western Parliamentary support of
conscription.

Premier Borden replied that the
CGovernment was awure of the seri-
ous situation. Through the Depart- l
ment of the Interior negotiations
were going on with the United Stutes
for co-operation in the supply of
labor. A conference of varied in-
terestsa has been had in Ottawa last
Baturday, as a result of which he
had sent out an appeal for assist-
ance,

Mr. W. A. Buchanan (Medicine
IHat) spoke of the serlous conditions
in southern Alberta, and Buggested
that a supply of farm labor be or-
gunized by the Dominlon and Pro-
vincial Governments.

Hon. Dr. Roche, Minister of the
Interior, detailed the iInternational
plans belng worked out with the
United States, under which forces of
farm luborers would move north. He
had no faith in the proposal to
conscript alien enemies and slackers.
Such a course was taking the horse
to the wuter but not making him
drink.

Hon., Krank Ollver asked {f the
Minister hud given consideration to
the statement of Colonel Arthurs
that there were 12,5600 officers and
men In England who were not going
to the front. Most of these might
be utilized in the wheat fields. Dr.
Roche thoucht it was a matter for
the AMHlitin Departiaent.

Hon. Charles Marcil asked if, in
view of conditions, it was proposed
to suspend the operntion of the con-
scription bill.  Dr. Roche replied in
the negative,

Mr. James Robb, Huntingdon,
spoke sharply. The suggestion thut
Quebec was not sending harvesters
in retallation for conscription was,
he sald, only in line with a lot of|
niisrepresentation of Quebec, which
has spoiled much paper and ink in
this country. Farmers In Quebec, to
his knowledge, were badly in need
of farm help for the hay fields. They
were offering us high as $& per day,
and in muany cases the women were
working. Many farmers had like-
wise had to lessen their herds be-
cause of the lack of labor,

Messrs,  Levli Themeron (Qu'Ap-
pelle) and FE. W. Nesbitt (North Ox-
ford) emphasized the exlsting short-
age.
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