FRANGHISE BILL NOW
- OUT OF COMMITTEE

Closure Brings it to Third Read-
ing—~Polls to Open

at 6 am.

The debate In committee on the
Franchise Blll concluded In the
Commons at two o'clock this morn-
ing under the closure rule and now
stands for third reading. The debate
‘on the third reading will take place
today, and If the Liberals sghow
signs of obstruction the Government

iwlll £Zive notice of closure, and the
'vote will take place tomorrow under
the auspices of that rule. The biil
will then go to the Benate on Bat-
urday.

There was no reason for compel-
ling the Government to resort to
closure., Yesterday the Prime Min-
ister offered BSir Wilfrid Laurier
three dayas in which to discuss the
bill In committee, namely Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday, provided
he would guarantee third reading on
Saturday. To this the Liberal leader
would not agree. The closure motlon
had & narrow escape of defeat on a
snap vote, It only carried by 43 to
35, & majority of 8, and several Con-
servalive members only arrived just
in time to have their votes recorded.

Amendments Made.

A useful day was spent on the
bill, and some Important amend-
ments were made, Mr. F. B. Carvell
pointed out that In New Brunswick
a man might vote whether he was a
resident of the province or not, so
long as his name was on the list,
names being kept on for years after
the parties had left, and Hon, Arthur
Melghen, who has charge of the bill,
moved an amendment that a man
to vote must be a resident of Can-
ada. Mr. Carvell expressed gratifica-
tion at the acceptance of his sugges~
tion, and said this would get rid of a
lot of the difMculties the Liberals had
in connection with the measure, It
would keep off the voters’ lists men
who were residents of the United
States.

Polls Open at Six,

Another {mportant amendment
causes the polls to be opened at 6
o'clock in the morning instead of
nine o'clock in the cities. This will
accommodate the laboring class,
commercial travellers, etc. Fifteen
days instead of ten will be allowed
to elapse between the posting of
the lists and the polling days, and
the time permitted for appeals has
been extended from three +to flve
days.

There was & good deal of discus-
sion as to the votes for the Cana-
dians in the Naval Service. Hon. J.
D. Hazen showed readiness to meet
the views of the Opposition in this
regard, and as a result the female
relatives of the cadets in the Royal
Naval College at Halifax, will not
be allowed a vote, but those who
enlist in the patrol service from now
on will have the same privileges in
respect to the franchise as the men
in the overseas land forces, |

Hon. Jacques Bureau mentioned
that one of the Montreal dynamit-
ards was a former soldier and an
outlaw and suggested that female
relatives of deserters should not be.
given the franchise, This was
agreed to, and the bill amended ac-

cordingly.
How Closure Came.

The closure was applied within a
few minutes of the opening of the
House. When the orders of the day
were called, Bir Wilfrid Laurler ex-
pressed his regrets that the Govern-
ment should see fit to move the clos-
ure. "I have no objection to them
moving the closure,” he sald, “If they
want to do so. But whether they
want to do it or not, all we desire is
a proper discussion of the bilL”

8ir Robert Borden suggested that
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
should be given to discussion In
committee of the bill, with the third
reading on Baturday. He asked U
the Opposition would be willing to
give assurance to that effect

Sir Wilfrid Laurier—"My hon.
friend must realize that it is no con-
ducive to the making of agreements
to have them offered under threat.
We are told that we are not to do
this or that, or that we shall have
the closure. Bo far as I am con-
cerned, I do not intend to prolong
the discussion one minute more
than is necessary to a thorough un-
derstanding of the bill. Under such
circumstances I can not make any
agreement whatever, and Iif my
right hon. friend will not be satis-
filed with that I cannot say any
more. I have no Intention at all of
prolonging the dlscussion. -

Sir Robert Borden repiled that
he had made what he considered an
oxceedingly reasonable proposal,
and he had no alternative but to
move that further consideration of
clauses 1, 2, 3, 4, §, and the schedule
“shall be the first business of the
day, and shall not be further post-
poned.”

Hon. Mr. Pugsley Immediately
raised a point of order that the mo-
tion should be made In committes.
The House then went into commit-
tee, and the motion was submitted.
It was carried by 43 to 35, and the
committee proceeded to further con-
sideration of the bill,

Defining then the term “complete
demobilization,” as used in' the "dlil,
Mr. Meighen gave it as his opinion
that it would be the moment when
Canadian overseas soldlers were re-
leased from their obligations Ex-
peditionery soldlera. He sald fur.

er that the bill would be applic-

u:s'hm the three days to five days.
Mr. Carvell sgaln protested that

he could not understand the provis-
jons in regard to enumerators. *I
don't understand how In the world
g lh%’l’m It'mt." h.d:ehﬂd.
ou you appoint some
friend—" |

“We don't say that,” Mr. Meighen




from the States In automoblles on
election day and rushed them back
again. The l.ord help any Liberal
candidate engaged In New Brunswick
with these people to make up the
list.” Mr. Carvell suggestéed that
municipal authorities should make up
the lists,

Discussing the hours at which
polls were to open Mr, Meighen was
of the opinilon that it would not be
in the general Interest to keep the
polls open after flve o'clock. Three
more hours added to the time for
voting would constitute a. vwvery
great increase. If added at the end
of the day he felt that the time
would be of little benefit to labor-
ers, most of whom voted In the
morning. The rush at the polls was
just after the opening, If possible,
sald the Solicitor-Oeneral, election
day would be on Monday.

Early Vetlag in Citles. *

The Sollcitor General then Intro-
duced several minor amendments to
the wording of different clauses of
the bill which were adopted by the
committee. A further amendment
submitted by the Bolici' r General
provided that voting hours would be
from 6§ am, to § pm. Instead of §
am. to § pm. as at present in the
following citles (Including those
mentioned in the bill): Xingston,
Moose Jaw, Brockville, BStratford,
Hull, 8t. Thomas, Saskatoon, Monc-
ton, Calgary, Edmonton, Halifax,
Hamilton, London, Montreal, Ottawa,
Quebec, Regina, St. John, Toronto,
Vancouver, Victoria and Winnlpeg.
The first eight were inserted by
amendment, the remainder being
mentioned in the bill

Doukhobors Free.

Hon, Frank Oliver asked as to the
pasition of Doukhobors who had
{eft the country as ordinary Cana-
dian citizsens. Would they be free
from the prohibition of the Act?

Mr. Meighen was of the opinion
that th would. )

Mr. Ollver then asked whether a
man of allen enemy descent was de-
barred from voting no matter what
country he had been born in. Hse
put this question, he sald, in view
of the fact that there were a large
number of ns of allen snemy
descent in estern Canada who
were borm in tha United Btatea

The Bec of State answered
that such people would not be de-
barred from voting. Only those
born iIn any enemy country or
spenking an ‘enemy language were
:;?'l:hitd from exercising the fran-

Mr. Oliver suggested that there
shonld be some direction to the enu-
nerators engaged In making lists of
emale voters to the effect t they
m establish the |(dentity ®f the
soidier relatives of women whose
names were put on the Msts. Al
that the bil] compelied an enumer-
ator to do was to ask a ‘woman ap-
plying for registration whether ghe
had & son, drother or Ausband serv-
ing overseas. If she answered yes, he
simply put down her name. .

Mr) Melghen thought that there
shauld be some safeguard in ths lin
suggested by Mr, Oliver., At any ra
the enumerators ashould be caled
:ran 10 take the name and number

the soldier and try in every way

Sen . aighen moved an sonens
when Mr. | ved an amend-
ment to the oath adminls
# to m the words m'ﬁﬂ;

» Pugsley said he 4id not won-
der at the Minister having such an
amendment; and Mr. Michaud
wanted to know if the amendment

wotld affect the principle of the dill.

Mr. Meighen repligd that the Lib-
erals had omitted this prayer for 14
yoars but he thought it desirable to

i
w




Col. Currle, Mr. Pugsley and L. A.
Lapointe all took the floor at the
same time.

Speaker Rainville ruled that Mr.
Pugsley had the floor and was speake
ing at two o'clock. When there were
cries of time, Mr. Pugsley maintain.
ed that as he had started to speak
before two o'clock, he still had fifteen
minutes.

Dr. Edwards took the point of
order that as Mr. Pugsley hacd spokey
before he was not emitled to any
further time.

Pressed Point.

The point of order wus agreed to
by the Deputy Speaker, but he
asked Dr. Edwards not to press It

Dr. Edwards Insisted, however,
on the rule being sustained.

.. J. T. Muarciley, of Bagot, ‘'wanted
o speak, but was alfouted down.

Clavse one was then adopted on
divisilon. An amendment to clause
2 moved by L. A, Lapointe that the
polls in clties retnadn open until 8
o'clock, was voted down on a stand-
ing vote, which was not announced.

The othbr clauses were adopted
on division. On the motion to re-
port the bill from committee, Dr.
Pugsley claimed the right to speak
and that the biN *vas again opcn to
debate and amendment, |

Speaker Rhodes ruled ml.n.t' lfr.
Pugsley.

The amendments were then con-
curred in and the bill stands for
third reading.
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