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WILL AUSTRIA DISSOLVE
UNDER STRESS OF WAR?

Czechs and Other Races Challenge Ruling Classes. |

are marching against
the Russians, but no-
body knows why.”

B
h\ N }
' Dearing this detiant

banner “The Children of Prague,”
comprising the 28th Czech Reglmen!
from Bohemin, left for the tront.\
early in the war. No( long after-J
’\\’u.rdq the whote reglmvnt took an!

carly opoprtunity and pissed over to
the Russiuns,

. The incident i3 now recalled to
Mustrate the forees of disintegra-
tion at work in Austria-IHungary and
which now show in revolutionary
’m-ts which appal the Teutons and
give hope to the peoples of the En-
tente.  Of the 46500000 in  the
dual maonarchy less than half com-
prise Gesmans and  Magvars, the
c¢hlef stocks, and twenty-four and a
half millions are Slavs.,  Originally
the polyziot empire wis created as
la bulwark against the Turks, who
:wm'e «till powerful and conguering
twa conturies apra. Stch an enemy
led to  Christinn forces uniting
against the common foe., The un-
wileldy wars with its relics of fend-
alfsm was tolerated for generations,
despite cruel oppression of the sub-
Jugated races, because the other
l]m\\'ms did not want to risk a gen-
ceral conflngration which might fol-
low interference.

- Balkan PPowder-can.
|

| There have been many
the pust generation to lead up to
the present war, bhut it remalned
for this powder-can of the Balkans
to start the awful blaze. 'Austria
sent her ultimatimm teo Serbia
July, 1914, becaure she could
more resist the separated
ctes of her own  peaple,” says
’ierre de Lanux in the New York
,Uullmuh “and she needed to crush
"thetr hopes by cerushing the little
“independent nation with which
they wanted to unite, o many oth-
or factors b » Interposed since then
that ane - forgets that this was
the direct cuuse of the war"”

| _Since that declaration of war
‘there have heen many  ups and
,downs for Austria, but Internal con-
ditlons seem  to be leading  her
nearer pexee  than 1s her more
powerful allv. Restless races with-
in tho dua)l monarchy have been
persecuted  mereilessly, and always
fn her erneinl hour Germany has
coma to the rescue to prevent final

things in

no
tenden-

ydefeat.,  Jupostavs and Bosnians in
the south have been brutatly
treated, and hundreds have died

from starvation after being driven
"to the mountains,

I A Polyglot Army.

An llustration of the mixture of
races in the Austrian army is glven
by Dr. De Lanux:—*"An Austrian
archduke, surrounded by his staff,
ywhich Included officers from var-
' Jous provinees, was watrhing a crit-
fcal movement of the day. A sol-
dler came running up, and, waving

his arm, explained something
which seemed to be of great im-
portance. The archduke. who

spoke onlv German,
chlef of staff.
and said: 1
speaking  Hungarian,

turned to his
who was a Magyar
vennace this man
Do trans-

late his words to me.” The chietf
of staff listened, and said: I don't
get a word, and 1 understand Cro-
atian also., Maybe it Is Roumanian
dialect.” He turned to an aide-de-
camp

“You are a Laun. and can un-
»derstand this, can't you?"

*General, this man 13 neither Rou-
| mantan nor Italtan.”
1 A Czech officer was not happier
'nor was the Polish doctor who ac-
icompanied the staff. After trying
two or three more natlonalities, the
-archduke had to give up and send
the man to some professional in-
terpreter at the rear to have his
message translated. Evidently
some province of the monarchy
was not represented on the staff,
and that soldler was disloyal
enoush to have been born there—
luckily for the enemy, too.

Glacler-Like March of Czechs.

For generations a great sileni
battle has proceeded between the
Teutons and the Slavs for the up-
per hand in Austria-Hungary, The
Czechs have swarmed over the
land as silently and as Irresistibly
as a glacier, They remind one of
the invasion of northern and east-
ern Ontario by the French-Cana.
dians. The struggle began first of
all in doctrine when John Huse
carried the anti-Catholic beliefs of
John Wyclifte to the wilds of Bo-
hemia. The German prafessors
condemned and burnt the hereti-
cal propositions of Wycliffe, but
the partisana of the Czechs brough!
pressure to bear on the king, whe
reduced the voting powers of theh
adversaries,

Sceking More Room.

In recent years the struggle ha:
been mainly the national economic
and soc¢ial contest between the twe
races, both ftighting for life. The
territory occupicd by the Czechs i
too small and they are reaching
out. In the larger towns there i:
a superficial assimilation, but ir
the small towns and rural district:
each race lives In its narrow fixec
little world., A! a municipal elec.
tion a new ' crowd of obscure
people appears one day, radsed anc
organized no one knows how. The)
overturn the customary authotritles
and set up a new Siav Government
which at once changes the name:
‘'of the streets and publishes ne
municipal ordinances In Czech
Then everything German s banish.
cd and in a few years the face ol
the reglon Is changed.

With 300,000 &zechs In Vienna
it i3 wnot surprising that disorder
it not revolution, comes In the how
of economic stress. It follows thai
a prophecy of importance was
made by the German democrat:
who emigrated to Switzerland anc
published the following in theh
organ, Die Frele Zeitung, last Oc-

‘tober:—
composition

in .

“The interlor of
JAustria-Hungary was the source ol
all European troubles, and wil
continue to be if the monarchy
subsists in one form or another..,
Austria’s dissolution 1s the only
way of making Its democratiza.
tion possible...To let Austria per
sist after this war, through some
petty political ‘opportunism’ whic}
mly the Governments know anc

ot the peoples, would be to be
tray the future peace.”
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