NO ONTARIO ELECTION
UNTIL AFTER THE WAR

The Government Accepts the Offer of the Opposition—Premier
Stipulates It Shall Be Regarded as a Fresh Mandate From the
People and the Dropping of Party Politics—Debate Ends.

THE FARM LABOR PROBLEM TO THE FRONT

fWhile the members on both sides
of tho House banged their desks in
approv:ﬂ, Sir Willlam Hearst in the
yegislature last night accepted the’
propesition of Mr. William  Proud-
to0t, leader of the Opposition, to ex-
tend the life of the Legislature until
~rter the end of the war.

The Premier’s announcement, im-
mediately after the House "assem-
pled in the evening, came with’ sud-

_denness.  After Mr. Proudfoot had

“stated in the afternoon ‘that he and

. the Premier had been discussing the

. matter, it was generally bhelieved

‘that an election would not be held,
- put the Premier’s announcement was
unexpected. .

_In resuming the debate on the
speech from the throne in the after-
poon, Mr. Proudfoot said that an
election would not be complete
without thie votes of the soldiers, and
ne did not think that the soldiers’

-votes could be secured at tho pres-
ent time. -An election would also
mean that the attention of the peo-
ple, particularly that of many of the

-~ women, would be diverted from the
prosecution of the war. He said he
had received several letters from
various -women's associations pro-
testing against the holding of an
election, and on account' of these
reason he asked the Government to
exercise the power it possessed and
extend its life. B

Many Conferences Held.

“The Prime Minister and I have
nad several conferences regarding the
matter, and I would like very much
to see his Government adopt the
plan I have outlined,” he said.

For Duration of the War.

Tho Premier wanted to know how
long he would have the Legislature
extended, and Mr. Proudfoot replied
that he would have it extended for a
vear. Later he said he would be
willing to have it extended until
after the end of the war.”

zesuming the debate in the even-
ing Sir William Hearst immeddately
dealt with Mr. Proudfoot's sugges-
tion. “My hon. friend,” he said,
~urges that an election should not
be held until after the war is over
and the soldiers are back home and a
reasonable time thereafter. What a
reasonable time may be is hard to
say now. 1t would certainly have
10 bo long cnough to enable the sol-
diers to settle down and the condi-
tions become normal.

“The hon. gentleman has put his
proposition in a fair and reasonable
manner, and I have no doubt if we
can agree on the principle we can
agree on the details. The proposi-
tion my hon. friend has presented
places a tremendous responsibility
up my shoulders, but I have never
shirked meetling a responsibility
in the past and I will not shirk or
hesitate now.

Cessation of Partyism.
“Of course, the proposition neces-

sarily involves a cessation of party |

~ aetivities and party hostilities—I, do
not mean exemption from proper
criticism, we don't ask that—but we
have vacant seats that must be fill-
ed, that have been left open expect-
ing an early.-elegtion, 1t would be
senseless to pbstpone a general clec-
tion if we fre “toshave party con-
tests in byé-elections.” (Applause.)

“Some of My friends may accuse
me. of not paying enough attention to
my party,” he said, “but the fortunes
of political parties are but dust and
ashes when the fate of a country
hangs in the balance. I do not care
what happens to the party if the
length of the-war can be shortened by
one hour. '

Fresh Mandate of the People.

“In accepting this suggestion maile
by the leadcer of the Opposition it must
be on the distinct understanding that
the Act extending the life of the Leg-
islature will be construed the same as
a fresh mandate from the electors,” ;
said Sir William, “so that we will feet |
free to enact any leg.tiation we. may
consider to be in the interest of the
Province no matter how radical and
far-reaching that legislation may be.

In resuming the debate in replying
to the cpeech from the throne in the
afternoon, Mr. Proudfoot paid a glow-

ing tribute to the work of Hon. N. W.
Rowell, and wished the former leader
and the Union Government every suc-
cess.

In referring to the question of farm-
ing and of farm labor he said that a
great deal of the work done by the
farm tractors last year was experi-
mental. “Instead of only allowing
235,000 acres to be ploughed they should
increase the acreage. I tried to secure
@ tractor last year, but at the time
there were not enough.” N

Mr. Proudfoot claimed that last
vear there werg mora men available
Jor farm labor than the farmers were
able to use. He paid a high tribute
to the students who had worked on
the farms.

“Why not use interned men for the
purpdse of production?” asked Mr.
Proudfoot. “It might .be asked who
could look after them, but there are
p}‘l‘enty of returned soldiers to do
that.”

Mr. Proudfoot said that-the Gov-
ernment fish had been good and that
more should be caught. - He doubted
whether as much- fish could be se-
cured by legitimate means as the
Government thought there would.
Mr. Proudfoot complained that a
great deal of fish caught in Canadian
waters had been shipped to the
States whicl should have been used
in Canada. y

“Wo preach meatless days, but we
eend our beef across to the 'Buffalo
market,” he declared. *It seems in-
consistent that while we have to do
without meat here we ship it across
the Ine.” '

Year’s Vegetahles From Quarter Acre.

Mr.-Proudfcot gave an example of
food production, where his wife had
planted enough = vegetables --on’ a
Quarter acre plot of ground to provide
the family with produce for one year.

Hhe congratulated the Government
on its legislation to place - returned
soldiers on tha sand. He suggested,
however, that the $500 which was pald

to them should not be paid outright in|’

order that they might not feel them-
selves. to be objects of charity. o

Hon. G. Howard Ferguson said that
the soldiers preferred log cabins, and
the money was given to them to assist
them. ¢ .

Mr. Proudfoot favored a home with
hospital accommodation In every mili-
tary district so that the soldiers might

He estimated that 40,000 people would

Secretary he thought was entitled to
great credit for what he had dona for
the invalided soldiers. The- Govem—l
ment was entitled to credit for the.
erection of the Orpington Hospital,
but" he thought.  that the hospital!
should not be used exclusively by
Canddians but shquld be open to all
members of Imperjal forces.

Harness Niagara Lower Rapids.
“I have always backed up the Hy-
dro-Eilectric,” said Mr. Proudfoot. He

said- that every possible effort should
be made to secure all the power that
was_available. A portion of the Ni-
agara that was not yet harnessed
would yield thousands of horsepower.
Mr. Proudfoot said that he referred to
the Thompson scheme which: the
Government had not yet ‘seen fit to
adopt: Other sources of power should
be considered and the Hydro Com-
mission should be backed up in every
possible way.

He said there were thousandd of
cords of hardwood near Byng Inlet
and Deer Lake in Northern Ontario
that might be used for fuel.

“Why not allow the interned alien
to haul it in?”  he asked. -

Referring to the failure of the Do-
minion Permanent ILoan <Company
Mr. Proudfoot'said he had nothing to
say ir reference to that particular
company until the liquidator *made a
report, but he suggested that  the
Government should amend the act so
that a proper report would be made
to be even fuller than that given by
insurance companies, .

- Mr. Proudfoot also suggested that
the Government should extend the
power of the Ontario Railway and
Municipal Board so that it could deal
promptly with emergency situations.
He also favored the grouping of coun-
ties so that there would be fewer
jails.

R Tribute to Rowell.

Sir Wm. Hearst paid a high tri-
‘bute to Hon. Mr.. Rowell. “Although
we differed with him, we greatly re-
spected him and hope that he may
long be able to acquit the position
which he now so capably filled,” he
gald.

“There is' something away beyond
party at the present time,” said Sir

‘William, who praised the tolerant
spirit shown by JMr. Proudfoot's
speech. “I thank him for the kind

reference that he has made to the
sons of the Cabinet members who are
at the front, but his-sense of modes-
ty was too great for him to mention
that his own son has been decorated
for bravery.” (Applause.)

The Premier .agreed with Mr.
Proudfoot that the Orpington Hos-
pital should not be confined to Can-
adian soldiers, but should be open to
Imperial troops as well

“Every effort will -be made to dis-
pose of the work before the House
in the shortest possible time,” he said.
“The measures that will be brought
down will not be contentious, and the
budget will likely be brought down on
Tuesday.” :

Supply of Labor On Farms.

In referring to the labor situation,
he said that Mr. Proudfoot's experi-

farmers could use.was an exception.
The Ontario farmers,
done. the best they could,with the help
they had.. One problem was to con-
vince the farmer that the city help
was capable of doing practical work
on the farms. .

Sir William pald a tribute to the
8,000 High schol boys who had served
on the farm last year. Praise was
also given to the High school girls
who hZad gone berry-picking. |

A new source of labor supply
would be found in the returned sol-
dier. The Premier said the Great
War Veterans' Association was tak-
ing the matter up, and soldiers were
already being trained to run tractors.

be needed to secure increased farm
production. Of this number it was
aimed to secure 15,000 older boys,
5.000 girls, 7,500 men for seeding pur-
poses, and 12,500 for harvesting.
“At 5 conservative estimate 2,000,-
000 pounds of fish will be secured
from Lakes. Nepigon and Nipissing
this year,” said the Premier. . “In ad-
dition ‘o this the Government has an
option of 20 per cent. of the catch of
fishermen in the International Wa-
terways. J.ast year these fishermen
caught 35,000,000- pounds, SO that if
they keep up that record this year
the Government’s share will be
7.000,000 pounds, or 9,000,000 pounds in
all.” . ’ L
Talks of Peat Question.
- 7The Government had. been investi-
gating the resources contained by the
Provinee -in wood and in peat. Al-
though there was & good deal of hard-
wood available it had been found that
it would not be a commercial success
to haul it long distances. The Pre-
mier praised the work rendered by the
Ontarlo Fuel Controller, Mr. R. C.
Harris. It would soon, he thought,
not be a question of how much coal
would cost, but whether or not it
could be secured at all. Peat bogs had
been set aside for the use of the Pro-
vince along the Temiskaming and
Northern Ontario Railroad, and the
Premier said it was possible that fur-
ther gections would be set aside in
Eastern Ontario. ’
Aliens Should Bear Burden.

The Premier said that he had -no
sympathy with the suggestion that
Chinamen should be imported into
the country as laborers. “As for alien
enemies I think that they should be
forced to bear some of the burdens
of -the present war. and - not allowed
to fatten on what their own countries

ence in securing more labor than the|

he said, hadj|.

L pa s hes b md

have caused. The Canadian is being
forced to go to war-and all the ad-
vantages should not accrue to the
alien.” ‘ .
Sir William said that the alien
enemy could not very well be em-
ployed by the farmers.of Ontario as
the farmers would not want to have
them in their homes. The .situation
was different in Western Canada, and
Sir Willlam thought that the aliens
might hw used there to advantage, tut
if {hey were used at all on e tarths
of Ontario he thought that It swoumM
have to be under the survelllafice of
the military authorities. - .
«Wo have no control over the alien
enemies;” sald Sir William. “That is
a matter for. the military authorities
to deal with, We have made -an at-
tempt 0 use them to work in the
North Country, but. some. of them re-
o work and we were unable to;
-them. - 1f -there is any way o
g}i‘é?iéz productive work out of them

be near their friends.

-The Provinciall’

i +ainly should be -done.”
it certa am said be did not




understand  what Mr. Proud—[
foot meant by prohibiting the ship-
ping of cattle to the States. He won-
dered if Mr. Proudfoot wanted to
stop the farmers’ market in the
States. :

. Loan Situation Delicate.

He said he had no fault to find
with the manner in which Mr.
Proudioot had dealt with the Dom-
jnion Permanent Loan failure.

“The possibility of the Govern-
ment inspecting loan companies is
worthy of consideration,” he said,,
“but the matter is a delicate one to
deal with and inspection might do
more harm than good.”

Mr. Proudfoot's suggestion that
the powers of the Oniario Railway
and Municipal Board should be
broadened, Sir Willlam consid-
ered to be ' a pgood .one. Legis-
lation would be introduced provid-
ing that the board would have full
power to deal with everything com-
ing under its supervision.

Plan For Economy.

The Act respecting public service
which would be- introduced would
tend to make the service as perfect
as possible, and, it would also result
in economy in the purchase of sup-
plies upon which the Government
was spending large sums of money.

“1t will be a good thing if it will
cut out patronage,” said Sam Canrter.

“While thers was no reference to
' the extension of Parliament in the
speech from the throne the Premier
has been . suddenly converted
by the ledder of the Opposition as he
was on two previous occasions,” said
Hartley Dewart, K.C:; M.P.P, fol-|
lowing the Premier. He twitted Hon.
1. B. Lucas on' his East York
speech wnen he described the leader
of tho Opposition as a camouflage.
He suggested that the Premier
should ‘form a Union Govern-
ment and quoted from the Premier’s
speech during the Federal campaign
to show that the leading members on
both - sldes of the House should be
taken into the Cabinet. ’

Dr. Forbes \Godfrey, Conservative
member for West York, said that as
the debate had become a love feast
he did not object to criticizing the
Government himself. He took a
few whacks at Mr. Dewart for the
latter's efforts in the Federal.elec-
tion and then lauded Mr. Proudfoot
for the offer which he had made to
the Premder. - He said that never be-
fore had the debate reached such a
high level in the House.

Wants Rule By Doctors.

He said that when a medical re-
port was io be made it should have
been done by a, doctor and not a
lawyer. *“I think Mr. Justice Hod-
gins’ report fair, but I don’t like his
statement that some members of the
_medical profession are So fossilized
that they say no good can come out
of Nazareth,” he stated. “The medi-
cal men are only anxious to use
what they believe will cure.”

Dr. Godfrey thought Dr. McCul-




lough, the Provincial Medical Health
Officer, should have been appointed
to make the report on social diseases.
He complained that Dr. McCullough
was only drawing $4,300 a year while
the chairmen of other boards were
drawing larger salaries. After April
ist he thought that the chairman of
the Ontario License: Board could
handle the department himself.
Wants Another Fine Institution.

“The reception hospital is utterly
unfit for any person mentally defec-
tive or otherwise to be taken to,:-he
stated. He said 2,000 cases had been
treated at the’hospital and it would
pay the Government to build a largo
reception hospital for the Province.

“Our educationalisystem is doing
damage to the.brains:of our people,”
he said. “H the homework of it was
cntirely eliminated the people of the
Province’ would be benefited beyond
doubt.” -

Should Choose Business Men.
' Sam Carter, South Wellington,
'said that -the ~ Government should
\ch’oose three or four business men,
“untrammelled by patronageabuses,”
to occupy the seats now vacant. He
praised the Premiers speech and
heartily approved of the Govern-
ment’s action. He said that an elec-
tion should not be held on account
of the difficulty in reaching the
troops and the expense involved.
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