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MUST TACKLE
"~ LABOR ISSUE

.lmportant Task of Conference
:Between Federal and Pro-
vingial Governments

HOW TO DEAL WITH ALIENS

wo Serious Difficultics Have to be
Overcome—Farm Nceds
Urgent.

‘ 15T Correspondence of The Globen

tyitawa, Feb. 11.—One of the big
and complex problems which the
Federal Government will  discuss
with the representatives of the Fro-
vincial Governments at the coming
vonference here at the end of this
week  will Le in regard to the ex-
tent to which alien labor in Canado.
or nbor not regularly and adequute-
v employed in the more essential
industries, can be mobilized to the
best advantage. It is recognized that
there are many thousands of unin-
terned alens in Canada, especially
in the West, who are now exempt
from anv military service and who
are nov' under no obligation te do
State service. They work when
and how they tke. Az a rule they
¢re making abnormally l‘.igp wages,
and as their standard of lving is
decidedly economical many of them
“re very spasmodic in their periods
of employment. They draw bz
money in the mines for a few weeks
or months and save up enough ta
live at ease in idleness until they
choose to work aguin.

sSuzgestion Scems Reasonable,

The Government has exercised ng
compulsory power yvet to direct or
¢ontrol this labor to meet the urgent
necds of increased agricultural pro-

“gwgetion, or to relieve the labor situa-
tion in ether iIndustries. The sug-

sest'on that when Canadian citizent
Fre torced to do_military service at
“1.10 per day, alieas cn‘oying the
)nme-tion of Cunadian citizenship
and the profits of  labor scarcity
shonld likewise be compelled to de
home service at a fixed wage, soems
on the surface of it reasonable.

Ilut Internationnl Agroements,

-~

R

But there are certain complica-
tionsg wiich have to be considered
iy the Government, There are, fo:
instance, intermational  agreement:
ith rezard to eitizenship rights, and
the vioiation of these agreement:
wight invite reprisals on innacen:
B-itish suljects in ul’'enénémy coun:
tries,

Furthermore, there is to he con-
sidered the  {nect that  orgunizeg
I abor has declared against the p-
plication of the compulsory systen
to sother thon serviee, am
mManyv of tiweve are member:
nternationy! uninns. P're
te action Liv the Governinen
#ionz commpulsory lines in regard te
Pudesirial labor mizhi, as mas rend
i'y te reen, lead to undesirable re
sty
Urzent Need of Farm Labor,

There is an urgent and well
recognized need of more labor 1o
the farms if there is to e uny in
creased production this year, [low
to secure this lubor in the best prac
ticab.e manner, hiow to insure stead:
employment and reasonable wage
among the class of labor that doe
not voluntarily respond to patriotic
appeals, uml how to reconcile eco
nomic needs with international ane
mdnhlu‘nl ('unsul rat’onse will by
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the subject of some gpecific recom-
mendation by the Federal (Govern-
ment to the Provincial Governments
looking to umniform co-operative ac-
tion.

One development that iz pretty
certain to ensue is that eonsistent
idleness on the part of any able-
bodied man in Canada will before
long bring him up against the stern
hand of the State. The coming com-
pulsory registration scheme nay be
=0 devised as s show the working
habits of the whole civilian popula-
tion individually. Industrial slack-
ers will probably find that if they
will not give roluntaryvism o fair
show, ther lack of industry and
patriotism  will justify and necessi-
tate measures to make them work
where and how tne national need di- |
rects, :
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