YOICE OF THE PEOPLE|

The Star cannot undertaks to return
unused letters.

Sir Sam and His Inner History.

Editor of The Star: I have read
with amazement in the press what
purports to be a regort of a speech of
Sir Sam Hughes, ex-Minister of War,
giving what he terms to_ be some of
the inner history of the causes that
lie at the root of Quebec's attitude in

the present crisis.

If he is correctly reported then one
cannot come to any other conclusion
than that the one man who is main-
1y responsible for-the present unhap-
py condition of our sister Province is.
Sir Sam Hughes himself. - . |

In the course of his cha.racterist!c-?
ally rambling remarks, he admits
that he knew all about these traitor-
ous proceedings in our midst on the
part of certain priests tha.t had been\
expelled from France. |

‘He also explains the measures tak-
en to meet the case or rather what
nvas not taken to stamp It out. |

He tells us that he ‘left it to the\
discretion of some petty officer to
take such action as he might, deem\
advisable.

Surely ths was pltm.bly ]a.me and‘
weak.

Here was a nest of traitors, busily
engaged in spreading sedmon. Poi- |
soning the life and lqulty of some ot\
our citizens, in their anost vulner-
able part, working right under 'the
nose of & Minister -of the :Crown,|
whose sworn duty, I take it, was to
take every measure possible to put a
stop at once, to every such proceed-
ing, that the citizens of our land may
be protected from the enemy and his
emissaries from without and espe-
cially from within, - |

If the explanation and admxsslons
of this ex-Minister are to be taken at
their face value, then indeed is poor
Quebec more to be pitied than blam-

ed, at the present time, in that she
‘Was not properly and adequately pro-
tected by those in high places whose
‘duty it was to protect, and who in-
stead permitted her to be debauched
and poisoned.

If the gllmpse we have had behind
the scenes is as the ex-Minister states,
only some of the inner history of

Quebec’s misfortunes, then the sooner
that we are in possession of the facts,
the better for every true Canadian, re-
gardless of his parentage.

It seems to the writer that it is the
Government’s plain duty to imparti-
ally probe these things to the bottom,
that the responsibility should be plac-
ed where it belongs.

Frequently the victim has to suf-
fer for the guilty, and it would almost
seem that this was a case in point.
If this is so, then we English-speak~
ing Canadians have done cur unfor-
tunate fellow-citizens in Quebec a
gross and cruel wrong.

In any event an investigation such
as here indicated, cannot injure any-
one, except the guilty, and it may be
productive of a great deal of good, in
that it might allpy a great deal of
the suspicion and hard feeling that
have been aroused in the past,
through ignorance of the facts, which,
apparently, have been distorted and
perverted by political hacks and shy-
sters. HILTON HOFFMAN.
Toronto April 8th, 1918, .



