Wages and What They Buy,
Mumtlon Workers Earnings

erat Metal Tradcs are’ Patd in Toronlo—-Quesltqn Of
Mmlmum Wage. T

H Gordon Selmdgc, propnetor of one ot the great London department
stores, 1s quoted in. & recent. magazine: article as-‘saying: “The reason for
the’ growth in- retail trade is that the workers are’ getting very high wages,
and: that they ‘are- now raising. their standard - of livrng ‘ But” the more
prosperous “mnddleclass people have mostly curtailed their scdle of living.
They are giving up what the mumtion workers are gaining. ’I‘heir income
and'protits have_been reduced thelr taxes have been increased and’ they
are feeling - the cost of the war. In our stores we are selling a, great many
planos to families who have dreamed fox years of. being able to buy them
But these are:not new pianos; they are second-] hand commg from the’ homes
of the middle-class often sold’ to provrde funds to buy war bonds.”

This does -net . apply in its entirety to Canada. The income tax is not
nearly 80 burdensome here as there. Prohahly very: iew people have slinted
themselves 10" buy war bonds- to thd’ extent of: selling their pianos.. Never-
theless, a comparison between Canada. and England in regard to wage con-
ditionrholds ‘true to this measurable extent' “The munition workers ‘of
Cdnada, where organized are. iy ;many. cases bétter-off than before the war,
despite ‘the: increased cost of living. Unorganlzed -employes, on the ‘other
hand -such as clerks, drivers, school teachers, and others, as well.as the
more loosely organized trades, flnd 'whatever increase they have recelved
inadequste to meet the: advance in their expenses. - - . .

METAL TRADES HAVE BENEFITED LARGELY. <

Among orgamzed trades the metal .hdustrles have perhaps benefited
by reason of war conditions to-a larger extent than any: others, and are
ina better condition to cope with the 60 per cent. increase in llvmg costs.
These trndes are vital to the ‘production of munitxons and have been’able
to demand and secure werv favorable wages. ' There are men engaged in
them who frankly retuse to State what they are being pald-—top-notchers
who wxsh to e\cite no jealousies among their fellows,'and only smile wise-
ly. when thelr wages are mentioned. And some employers are: just as re-
luctant to state what they pay the best men of this type. " Publication of
the figures, they tlunk would affect the. geueral labor market. .It-is known,\
however, that outsrde of these exceptxonal cases there are metal-workers in‘
Toronto who are being paid 70 and 75 cents per hour when the- union wagew
is only 55 cents In some trades,, .ndeed the majority of the organized
workers- are ‘getting moge than the minimum wage. Conditions before the
nar contributed: to a paradoxical sntuation the minimum union wage was
the maximum \vage To-day, with skxlled labor scarce where lt..used {0 be
plentit’ul the minimum union wage\s as often as not, exceéded.

MACHINISTS-ARE" BEING WELL PAID. i

As an mstance, the case of the organized ‘machinists may be cited. Be-
fore the war they were getting 27%" cents and foolmaker .machinists about
32%% cents. To-day the minimum union rate for this trade is 55 cents, or
just double the.pre-war wages. But the majority in Toronto apparently
Teceive more. like 60 cents per hour; while toolmakers are gettmg 70 and
some 75 tents. These men have improved their condition durmg the war.

. It must, be remembered, however, that in all'such trades as this the
present minimum -union wage is that which must ultimately compare with
the pay received prior to the war.” That minimum may be largely exceeded
to-day, but it ‘may at any time become the maximum if a period of depres-
‘sion -follows the slgning oi’. peace. Anythmg which 'is earned above this
minimum may prove only'a temporary gain, and the fact that such a gain
enables workmen'to live on a scale which the e\isting minimum would not
provxde would make it:all the harder for them to return to their prevrous
cale of. living, \\ere they dependent once more upon mimmum wages, thh
; he .cost of living as at. present... .. sl S
b - Thig,’ however, sugg.ﬁ'ts) another aspect ‘of the case, “and one, which wor-“
rles employ‘ers as well as; employes What wxil happen to the cost of livmg<
'after the war? "Tf ‘abnormal wages cease to be paid.will abnormal prices
Ior manufactured and-other goods decline with equal rapidity? This prob-i
lem ig-at the back of-the mind ' of 'nearly every employer to-day. Just
over. the hill is-the end ‘of the war, and with no certainty can anyone spe-
culate upon What conditions  may then arise. Certainly there, must be a
wast reorganization ‘when the natrons of the world beat their swords into
pruning hooks. . - : v ‘e \
_ ‘WAGES IN ,OTHER'METAL TRADES. -~ ‘
I In the meantime  gnunition workers are paid large wages, as compared
vvith what they Teceived before the .war. Pattern-makers, who used’to get

2714 cents to 42 cents, have lately been getting 4 minimum of 573 cents,
nhich is somewhat under the 60 per cent. advance in cost of living. Now,
however, the rate is being fixed at 65 cents, and the majority of men are
getting that,. while some are paid 70 cents.. Moulders, who in 1912 were
paid $3.10 per day in Toronto, have been getting a minimum of $4.50, and
are now on strike for $6.00. Blacksm1ths were. in receipt of 31 cents per
hour before the war; and now have a minimum of 50 cents in organized
ghops, with the maJority earning 55 and some paid 70 cents. Their helpers,
who got about 25 cents in. ‘1912 have now a minimum of 35, most get 40
and some 45. - .-

Thus-the story runs; and accordmg as a man is above the. a‘erage in
skill or industry, or has the capacity and desire to work long hours—to!
that extent is he earning-an abnormal wage. But.when a trades unionist‘
is confronted with abnormal earnings, his reply is.usually. this: “The mini-|
pium wage i8.the only one which it is-fair to compare with before-the-war
earnings, because it is to. the minimum wage and ordinary hours of em-
rloyment that we must fall back if labor becomes plentiful, or if trade be-
¢comes dull atter the war.”. It all goes to show that conditions after the,
war are very much present to the minds of all men who have to consrder
the question of “wages and what. they buy "o - -




