A PUBLIC DANGER.

From Winnipeg Fres [Press,

When the order-in-council. design-

ed o digcourage Lthe employment of
.lEI‘"lJI}H:H languags, wWasd snacied some
!munthn B, the Fres FPress sald that
the terma of I8 provigions  were so
wide-embracing that it eould only he
tolernted upon the understanding
that great diseretlon in its enforce-
ment woulldl te shown [ was ex-
plalned at Ot awa, at the time, that
while the sathorities belleved it was
desirabile Lthat 1hey should possess
Lhesge exiréms powars (o mest eXCep-
tlonal cases (aat moght arles thece
WA no Intestlon or dedre to make
=|ir|¥ general spplicativa of the order,
: here is ;lways the danger, how-
ever, that a weanpon lks this, Intend-
ed for sxiremes cases, may be used
upon occasi s where wot enly s
there no aeed for I, but where iis
emplayment &= 8 publ.: Injury, The
temptation Lo cinploy srbitrary pow-
&r, if it can be lnvoked s very en-
tlelng, and 1o certaln (vped of wind
lrreaietible, We have had an 1Nus-
tration of this In Winnlpeg within
the past fortnight! when an attempl
te Invoke the powers of the ordar-in.
council to prevent the free dlecuyssion
of a matter of public importance
threatened for & time 1o have wery
gerfous politice]l and national eonse-
QUENCes .,

Tha fact that this action was taken
without thae Knowlsdegs of the cenlral
Ruthorities at Ottawa and that 1 was
promptly dissvowed by them  does
nil explaln away the incident. It &
in reality, an Hustration of the Aang-
er inherent In the present system. [t
reveupls the poEsibilities of rnisohicf
in the (oo fred gpplication of the ord-
er=in-eounecll, elthey through stopdd-
Ity or by des.gn. Thal  publle  har-
many, which the order-in-coucl] was
intended to furiher, ls plaived In con-
slant jeopardy by 1t

A mnodification of the termes of the
prder-ipscouncil would seam Lo e in
order, 1t should be divested of every
phrase which would sppear 1o lmit
the free discussion of ithe adminieira-
ve policles and polilicel methods of
the Conmdiaa g ent I wikl Yee
nuile praclicable o phrass an fostrp-
ment which will probibit seditious




and defeailst propaganda while jer-
mitling that free discorsion of publio
uestinns which s sssential 1o the
riev workings of a democratic eonutls
tution,  If the Dominlen goversment
has any Idea of llmiting freedom of
speech or of debuly upnn matiers of
publie poliey, it must know, from the
teachings of history, that na fras
paople will submit to such restrictions
aven in war tlme, Hol we nssums Thal
there is no deslie on tha purt of the
gEovernment (o protect eell againe
criticlsm or attack-—even thouxh
may be factipus and wnreasonabibe
by Invoking ThE extenslve powers
which (i has taken to Ulsell wnder the
order-in-coundcl}. If thi® bhe =0 the
gpovernment should remove fempls-
tlon from t=elf amd s refficinle b
bringthe 8 ocdor-in-enanell lno e
formily with s peal pu.pose
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