(ONSERVATIVES HOLD
RESURRECTIN NGHT

Hon. R. Rogers Enunciates Na-
tional Policy at Banquet to
Friends in King Edward. J}

OVER 800 PRESENIJ

Col. John Cu{ﬁg Warns Conser-
vatives to Be Ready for )
Election Fray.” = |

Last night was a night of politi-
cal resrrection. Hon. Robert
Rogers, ex-Conservative Minister of
Public Works, met his political -as-
soclates and friends over tl_lé‘tes ve
board at a well-attended -banquet in
the King Edward Hotel, and enun-
ciated a Canadian natfonal policy
based on the poliey of Sir.John A.
Macdonald, brought up to date. He
" declared this' was. the only method
by which Canada could take advan-
tage of the commercial and industrial
opportunities offered to her by the
return of peace. . °

There was a company of about 800
guests mostly from Toronto, but in-
cluding Conservative representatives
from every riding in Ontarfo. There
were M.P.'s, M.P.P's and ward poii-
ticlans, a Senator, Mayor Church,
and most of the City Council. . .

The King Edward Hotel was taxed:
to the lmit to accommodate the
crowd. The large banquet chamber
was set aslde for the: guest-of honor,
lesser political dignitaries, and . as
many of the ordinary folk as could
agrowd in, but every. other roofn . on
the hotel's first floor hadto be uti-
lized and tables had even to be seot
in t¢he corridors for the. overflow. At
one end of the banquet hall was a
banner bearing the legend, “Welcome
the Man From Manitoba,” and at
the other end a shield carrying
these words, “The Idberal-Conserva-
tive Party. The Party of Confedera-
tion. The Party of the People. The
Party of the War. " The Party of ‘the
Soldler., God Save the King.” - , |

Long before Mr. Rogers appeared
in the wake of Mayor-Chureh, fifteen
minutes late, the gathering. was in-
dulging in “Rule. Britannia” and
“We'll Never Let the Old Flag Fall”|
When he appeared they ,ch'eergd and%
cheered. When the eating was over
and the King's health drunk the
tables were cleared ‘out . and . the
overflow feasters poured 'into the
banquet hall.- There were so many
that those in the rear could find
standing room only.

The Program Announced.

Mr. Rogers did not declare that he
spoke officially in the name of the
policy-makers of the Conservative
party, but the program he announc-
ed contained promises to grapple
successfully with the problems of
reconstruction, post-war commerce,
trade and- industrles, immigration
and land speculation in the West.
His statement that ‘“we must have
gelected immigrants” drew louder
and Jonger cheers than any other
utterance of the evening, even his
veferences to Sir John Macdonald.
He pointed out the ridiculousness of
anyone thinking the Liberal party
could handle these problems in the
coming days and condemned the
TUnlon Government for inaction, not
80 much by direct assault as by Im-
plication. He praised the farmers,
the women and; labor, and generally
secmed “pleased at belng back once
more among “the boys” at the old
game. He spoke an hour and ten|
ninutes. .

But if Mr. Rogers played his part
fittingly and well as the  official
homb-opener, Col. John Currie, M.P.,
grim-faced and pugnacious, suited
the role of the angel with the flam- |
g sword, the caller to arms and the
Lerald of war. .

“Tell your friends,”, he thundered
fo the Ontario delegates, “to - get
busy together and organize, for an
election may come at any time like
a thief in the mnight. Some of the
press say, ‘There's a murmuring in
the mulberry bushes.” If you do not
watch out you may be faced with an
election before Parliament meets,
and the Government that appeals to
¥You for ‘support will be such that
You will not know what its policy is.
I say to the Liberal Conservatives, |
‘To your tents, O Israel’"” -

No New Party, Says Currie.

Col. Currie told of being present s
at_the hirth of Union Government.
e were a militant party,” he de-
clared, “and we could have carrled!|
the country as a party—{cheers)—
but for the sake of peace and unity
we sald to Sir Robert Borden, ‘Go
and  form a coalition Government,
but there was no power given to
form a new party.” : i

He declared that not one word had
been sald to embarrass ,the Unfon
Government in handling reconstruc-
tlon but, he asked: “Are we going to |
8l down, suck our thumbs and .let
Teactlonaries take charge of the |

Government, and undo all the work
our soldiers have done?” '
Yet Col. Currie did not seem cock
3ure of a victory off tHeir own bat.
Alter declaring that “unless there is
8 political organization that has the
Welfare of the soldiers-at heart then ‘
this country is going to have-a social j
breakdown just as bad as that-in|
‘ussia,” he continued later: “The|.
khaki overcoat wiil be seen on many |
& tramp going ‘from door to door
Unless the old Conservative party |,
Bels up on jts hind legs and says to |

the old-time Baldwin Liberals, -that
€ement in the . Liberal party that
Slands for the old-time whig tradi-
Yons, liberty angd all - that sort of
ing, ‘Come and help us to recon- |.
Sruct the country as your forefath-
€rs did at Confederation.” . '
Thereafter, there was a procession |
of followers each giving a five-min-
Ute speech which consisted’in the|
Mmaln of such eulogies of Mr. Rogers. |
e order of their eloquence, was as | .
Lllows:  \Wm, -Smith, M.P.; Major|.
. L Hartt, M.P.P.; James Carruthers, |
o Montreal, Wm. . A. Ciarke, M.P.; |!
Thomag Foster, M.P.;  Jchn. Best, |
]

»

Mp,; 7. W. Lyvop, of Guelph; Sen-
&tor Bradbury and J. J. Carnlck, ex-
AMr. Lyon did.forget Afr. Rogers

In his enthusiasm for the Hydro and {
Ir. Smith took issue, with Col. Currie {1
on the farmer question, declaring that.|+
¢ reason they “were organizing in |
anada to-day was because they. had |1
been treateq as a go-by in the past. |1
Ut these were practically the -only ]
%anderers from the - path of praise.|.
" At the head table ” weré:™: “Mayor)




¢ Church,.._chairman;. . .Hon.~-~Robert
Rogers, Col. John- Currie, AML.P,; G.
W. Reynolds, Ald. H. H. Bal], "Ald.
C. E. Blackburrn, Ald. Sam Ryding,
A. C. Pratt, M.P.; E. B. Ryckman,
Thos. ‘Hook, M.P.P.; .Major.- J. L
Hartt, M.P.P.; E _E. Wallace, W. H.
Knowlton Wm ‘Wright, ex-M.P.;
Lieut.-Col R C./Levesconte, Dr. H.
W. Burgess, B. McCaulay,” Dr. Ed-
mund, W. W. Hodgson, C. E. Boyd,
John Laxton, J. J. Gilmour, Con. W.
D. Robbins Thos. Foster, M.P.; J.
Bowman, M.P.; John Best,- M.P.; W.
Al Clark MP Lieut.-Col. James
Arthurs,‘ M.P.; Wm. Smith, M.P.; J.
.{J. Carrick, ex-M.P.; Senator Brad-
| bury, Geo. Wright, -and Frank. Smn-
ﬁeld ‘M.P.P, for. Truro, :NS.
. F{on ‘Mr.* Rogers is one': of the
most - popular men who ewzer ‘gat -in
the House -of Commons,”, asserted
|Mayor Church; .chairman, in-open-
]ing -the proceedings. eHe deserves
well by the- citizéns: of Toronto. be-
cause of his- magniticent -work on
their behalf " in connection with. our
bharbor improvements He': Is the
man who ‘introduced 'good-"business
| methods inté the Public Works De-
| partment at Ottana.
‘| . When the song “He's a Dalsy” and
the cheers had subsided, Mr. Rogers
thanked the gathering for the recep-
‘tion they had given him, which more
than compensates “for all the worry,
| all the labor, all the just-and unjust
] eriticlsm I might have received in
| the past.” Service to Toronto was
| & sincere plea.sure .to nim, and no
) | thanks' were requ!red. ‘He was much
indebted to Mr. Boyd Magee and
 {.the committee who had worked to
make the meeting such. a success.
} Lasting Love for G. O. P.

He was not vain enough to regard
it as a persoual compliment, but as
“an evidence of your.lasting Interest
| in  that grand’ old party which has;
, « contributed to every movement con-
- | trolling the sound development of the
, | country, - and - which .was always
3| ready to do its duty to Canada In
l| every natlonal crisis.

] Never before in, the history of
Canada was such unrest evident' as
| exists to-day. *“It is very evident,”
| he continued, “that the different
.| schools of politics’ have . not been
)

1

performing their, proper functions of
late. History tells us the disorgani-
gation of party, is the origin of fac-
tion. Faction is quick-to breed in-
trigue, which is followed by d!sturb-
| ance and unrest.

y|  “As for the school of Liberalism,
it is not possible for them to rénder
| | efficient service, at all events at pre-
| sent, in the reconstruction and re-
storation of confidence in our coun-
try. As for the school represented’
by that army of gentlemen learned
in the law, who gave thelr services

in the Government of the country a
vear ago on certain terms and con-
ditions—conditions that they them-
selves made abundantly clear were
only for the duration of the war—
well, now with peace here, we must
expect that this army of learned
gentlemen will retire to the lucra-
tive practice of their own profes-
: sion.” (Laughter.)

, Talks on Soldiers’ Problems. -

. The presence of so many delegates
| showed their interest in the old party
| “that will not fail to-day in the grea.t

“ork of reconstruction.” .

. Aftér asking God to bless ‘the wo-
men of Canada, Mr. Rogers paid a
‘tribute to .the loyalty and . deter-
mination of thé soldiers at the front.
They had not only. earned-the grati-
tude of thelr fellows, but fame for
all time. “There must be no in-
gratitude towards ‘them,” he went
on. ‘These men of our armies must
at all times bed our consideration.
We must consider the all-important
question of demobilization,. This
must not be long-drawn-out by legal
technicalities, but must be carried
out-by business methods to get them
home as quickly as we ‘can. They
must be "settled in a way to make
f'them .lndependent Canada is strong
enough and big enough to see that
none of_the .disabled men stand on
street corners—(cheers)—and to see
returned men treated generously, not
only h‘1 our pensions, but in the pri-
‘vate life of the -country.”

After touching on the work of the
British navy and America in the war
and hoping for 4 lasting peace, Mr.
Rogers continued: '{Once again we
must take up the general rebuflding
of our country. We now know what
real unpreparedness for war cost us.
Surely ‘we will not loge again by un-
preparedness for peace. An epoch
faces us which promises huge pros-
perity for Canada. Are we prepared
to - grasp our opportunities with
strength, determination and deci-
slon? Are we ready with definite
plans by which the fruits of victory
‘may be .directed for Canada to the
common good? If we are. ready in
this regard we can then feel sure
strides will be made in the next few
'wears which will lause the emergence
of Canada to the status of a great
nation. Why are .we unprepared
when thousands of our bravest and
best have died fighting? Why are we
unprepared in this great city  with
hospitals and convalescent homes?
We must not forget that the best
men of Great Britain and the United
States, not fighting, have been pre-
paring : plans for the rebuilding ot
thelr respective countries.”

Mr. Rogers recapitulated the extent
and resources of Canada in territory,
minerals, water power, railways, for-
ests and inland waters and declar-
ed the people were responsible for
developing and managing them.
Courage, determination and, above
all, common sense were needed in the
work.

It was necessary to get the indus-
tries dislocated by the war and its
subsequent stoppage back to normal
and ready for enhanced development.
“We must see that there is no gap in
industrial activity,” he declared. “Un-
der our new opportunities we should
know what article we have been
paying others to ‘make for us.which,
we could probably make. ourselves.
Our manufacturers should seek ef-
ficency in eévery branch.

National Policy Announced.

“We miust be ready to develop a
tremendous export trade. “We must
consider plans for Canada’s develop-
ment under all conditions. This great.
work can, I believe, be accomplish-
ed for the common good through a
progressive Canadian national policy.
It is just 40 years ago now since &
national pollcy was. first.adoptediin
Canada. under’ ‘the X gu!dlng’ ‘hand‘of
him whose name should never. be

entioned in any ‘Canadian assembly

Without - 4" feeling .of reverence  and
respect, -.Sir' John ‘A.. Macdonald.
(Cheers). - We will he told that a
‘progressive Canndlan na.t!onn.l policy
is the same old policy’ The answer
ds that.it is Sir John A. Macdonald's
policy brought . up to .date’ =as he
would have brought it nad he seen
the wonderful. opportunities peace ls
presenting to our Dominiopn. -

. “Canada’s future.depends . on the .
sa.fe and sound«exerc!ae -of ‘the old
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inherent right to regulaté our fiscal
policy according to the needs of our
own country. Look at the wealth and
efficiency of the United. States! See
what a national policy has done. for
them. ‘In Canada we must hold’ fast
with both hands to a progressive
Canadian national policy. There must
be no ikompromise.” R

Mr. Rogers foresaw a great. com-
mercial struggle in the near future.
“What position would ‘Canada find
herself in,” he asked, “if she did not
use the same weapon .those she is
contending against -are using? The
policy should be bftoad enough  to
guarantee ours agricultural and- in-
dustrial development, and the labor
interests of our country. There
should be no lack of good will be-
tween the Provinces. This is an op-
portune time to make clear that de-
mocracy is the achievement of what
the Canadian people want.

Seek Selected Immigrants,

“I believe we should bring our new
markets home -to our producers.
The best man is the man who comes
here to work and build up our nation.
That is why so much depends on our
immigration policy. First we must
have selected imimigration..- Loud
cheers, which broke out again and
again.) We should be prepared in every
desirable country in the world to at-
tract desirable immigrants to our
shores, It will do us no more good
to grapple under the problem of im-
migration when it is too late than
to grapple with the problems of mak-
ing-war when.the war is-on.

“If our immigration work is
systematically and thoroughly done
we can make the country <o
prosperous that it will not feel the
burden of the war debt. - 15,000,000
will . carry lightly the burden that
8,000,000 would have to carry, ‘who
see no chance of natural growth. All
the provinces offer wide- fields for
new and happy homes.

- “In the’ western Provinces, thou-
sands of acres of virgin soil be idle
‘because rich speculators and corpora-
tions ‘make no pretence at develop-
ment. This must ‘ be remedied.
Speculators and corporations must be
given a chance to convert thelr large
holdings.into cultivated farms. This
would .not only protect our own land
settlers for the future, but' would
avold unnecessary delay and ex-
pense. We must not allow returned
goldiers to take up homes in that
territory unless we ‘have them pro-
tected against exploitation, and
manipulation. . This we are prepared
to do and will do. v .

«This is a critical time. - We must
not fail. ‘We must rise and prove
ourselves worthy of our great
country.” .

Slams for Union Government

“Every riding in Ontario Jjs re-
presented here to-night,” asserted
‘Col. John Currie in his vigorous ad-
dress. “And to my mind it Is the
biggest. dinner of a political nature
that has been held in &ny man's
honor for many years. Like a good
Canadian, Hon. Robt. Rogers. came
to. the aid of the Conservative party
when the reciprocity pact was foist-
ed upon us ~and he fought
magnificently. - R -7

““If the Militafy Service Act had

been properly enforcéd no word could
ever .have been sgid against'it.; Un-
fortunatzly that” Act was not ad-
ministered ‘in, certain parts of the
country as it should have-been. The
new Government., when it ‘came into
oower, _after falling asleep “on the
job for a number of months, had to
‘have their attention called to it in
‘the House of Commons, after rioting
had taken place in certain parts of
‘the country, the only places which
‘placed a blot on the escutcheon of
our Dominion. -The ° Government
found themselves confronted with a
great offensive last spring, and were
compelled to change the Military Ser-
vice Act and bring in what was raw
conscription upon .young men of cer-
tain ages.” R . .

“Lauriers “Crocodile Tears”

He justified the existence of the
War Times' Election Act with the
assertion that without it Canada apd
Britaln’'s enemies would have carc
ried the country, and brought Can-.
ada into disgrace by a withdrawal
from the war. “There would have
been rioting and bloodshed,” he sald,
“for I, for one true Britisher, would
never-have stood to see that. You
will see a great number of crocodile
tears shed. by Sir Wilfrid Laurier
over” the people disfranchised, but,
not a single. man whom it disfran-
chised if they had been in their own
country would have had the vote
anyway unless {t was under the new
regime of the Couhcll of Soldiers and
Workmen.- Because ‘of the War.
Times Election Act this country is,
again..in the hands of the British,
and will remain there for all time. .

. Present at the Birth. o

7. *I ‘was present when Unlon Gov-
ernment was born,” he went on. “We
could have carried the country ‘as a
party, but for the sake of peace and
unity we agreed to a coalition Gov-
ernnrent, but I want to say, and’
members here wiil back me up, that
there never was a word sald or any
peérmission given to form & new
party. Take that! Members hore
to-night will tell you that no such
thing as the formation of g new
party was broached or heard tell of.
The ‘Consgrvauve party agreed to.it
in their u_nselﬁshness.‘ they gave up




their offices and gave up everything
for the sake of the war cause. None
of, those who came in had anything
to. glve. Yes, one. or two Ministers
from  Ontario brought in a Liberal
'seat. But nothing really has been
"'lven to this day.
Let Them See Germany.

“Some beople, . he contlnued
“have a-desire to hurry our boys
back-and dismiss them with a meal
ticket. Now,.1 want to say that
those boys have a desire to see the
other side of .the Rhine. Don't rush
them. 'Let them get a glimpse of it. |

“Party truce is at an - end. We
have that on the word of Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, although, of course, he
did not make the truce. But we
have it on the word of Mr. Fielding.
He was one of the men present when
the .truce was made. We are facing
the greatest problems that ever con-
fronted any country, and are we go-
ing to sit down ‘and suck our
thumbs and let the reactionariesrun
the Government? There never has
been any historian of any note but
who has said that a national party
Government is. the best system. If
you.-do not have it you are going to
have faction, a lot of men binding
th'emselves together for selfish pur-
poses.” Farmers, he sald, were un-
patriotic when they banded them-
selves together for unpa.triotic ‘pur-
poses.

~Smith's Hopes Fade Away.

Wm. Smith, M.P., South Ontarlo,
said ‘he did not know any body of:
men who "had more . right to band.
themselves - together- than .the farm-
ers. He:had:-hoped that the present
Administration would have the ini-
tiative to deal with reconstruction.
but his hopes were failing. |

Major  Jas,. Hartt, - MJP.P., Eagt
Slmcoe,-said that on’ beha.lt of the
ten members of the [Legislature ‘who
went overseas' he extended to the
honorable gentleman from the West
the warmest welcome. .

Jas. Carruthers of Montrea] sald
there never was a man in .the Cab-
inet who gave better sa.tisfactlon
than Hon. Mr, Rogers.

Thos, Foster, M.P., W. Clark, MP
J. W. Lyons and.' Senator Bra.dbury
also spoke.
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