RETURNED MEN
DEMAND ALIENS
BE SENT HOME

Deputation of Eight Hundred Soldiers
Wait on Government and Ask
For Definite Action

r

Express Determination Not to Rest
Content Until the Grievance
Has Been Removed

—

Speakers Declare 24,000 Enemy
Aliens Arein Province-~Premier
Sympathizes With Attitude

Over 800 returned soldiers par-
aded from the Great War Vet-
erans’ hall to the provincial leg-
islature Monday evening and de-
manded that Premier Norris and
his government state their posi-
tion clearly on the question of
the deportation of aliens.

Contrary to gencral expecta-
tions, no retutned man asked for
a ‘“ job.””  The one engrossing
theme was the enemy alien and
the demand that he be denied em-
ployment here and be Jdeported
back home to his own country.

Althouch it was clearly recog-
nized that the men had a serious
gricvanee in the conditions by
whieh they find themselves con-
fronted on themr return from:
battline for their ecountry, the
outstandine feature of the de-
monstration was the fairness and
moderation with whieh the men
ofated their case.  *“ We have no
wish tn forece the hands of the
eoverniment,’”’ was nsserted aeain
and acain by the various speak.
ers, but we do desire the govern-
ment to arouse themselves to the
situation and strive ;to find «a
satisfactory solution.”’

Although stated with extreme
moderation, there could be no
doubt left in the minds of the
poverninent or the publie that
the returned men are determined
upon one thine, and will not rest
content until the erievance has
been removed.  Having scen the
[han in his naked ueliness, and
having suffered so much at his
hands, the boyvs are determined
that the alien enemy in (anadn !
st move ons and if the govern-
ment does not see to the order of
nis going, the returned men will
nat answer for the consequences,
deelares one of the deputation.

Premier Endors~s Attitude.

\t the conclusion of the addressesy
outlining the soldim s’ demunds Pre-
mier Norrls told them that he agreed
hetrtily with them and fullv syme-
Fathized with them In thelr nttitude.
He had been in France nnd he knew
‘vmething of what thev had under-
taken It was probable that the
question of the deportntion of alieny |
wWould have to be settled by the|
[8le conference  He dld not know,
the premler stated, any eneny nlens
belng in the emplovment of the pro-
vinchil gpoternment or at tl e parila-
ll:ent building but If it wns shown
there were they would be quickly
10oted out

Hon Di. Thornton, minister of
educgtlnn. “tated that the alloged use
01" Germin  tent books at  Altona
senool wag being Investigated—he had
Just Tearned the name of the schonl
that diy—and the Nominion EOovern-
ment was belng ashed to place an
embirgo on the hnportaticn of such
bnukq
“.I‘. W . Law, secretary of the Great

ar  Veterans' aassociation, intro-
dnce‘d the speakers, who were: Sgt.
A: E Moore, an ex-prealitent of the
Winnipeg Trades and Labeor council:
- 0. Newton 1lce-president of the
Great \War Veterang' association;
Captaln G. 1. Wheeler for forty yers
3 soldfer and president of the Im-
Q;."r!al Veterans of Canada: TF. T.
-qdnsﬂphl. preskdent of the Vocationnl
Students’ association: and A lLoose-
y. chalrman of the Returned Sol-
dlers’ committee.

ln' No Unreasonable Maod.

F. “’. Law, seerctary of the Qreat
War Veterans. who introduced the
Gepuatlon, stated that large and im-
portant a4 tle deputation mipzht be
H;w wWere in no mood to be unreason-
if ¢ or ta endi v or to foree the hands

the government. They were -
termined. however, to biilng thelr
Frlevances to the attentlon of the
Er?uem that be In the full helief that
ae:en the government had been made

_flualnled with the sliuation stops
Would be taken to relleve the grivy -
:.Inces as far as po-sible Tne deputa-
"ﬂn Was not there to go into the
-i.':fl!:er:l! questlon of wnemployment,
- ullurr,:ls to bring to llu-_ attention
o It goveinment the alien enemv
lestion.  The hoys who hid been to
tgl::'mlt and  through dlsibilty re-
,lde'i} ‘ln the service of thehi country
df“te een returned to Canada were
e tr:nlned that they would not rest
ell tht ¥ long as they were coms-
felled to work under an allen enemy

}mnlu}er ar alongside an alien enemy
ellow workman.

. Compjains of fnactian.
thnem. :\. E. Moore complalned that
: Praovincial covernment had not
u}l;);eilre'd to realle that o many of
e"!"losb were back.  Althougch the
mn;es llture bad been In gesslon for
no:lceth“-m a4 week, he hal failed to
Srt }“a single word that the mem-
bl calized the seriousness of the
lnen‘ :&n]. bllan:, 0of the returning
B a ( een wounded., he himself

men vwounded on two occasions.
0\'1.?:'}5(-2:“1 .hecomc acquainted whilst
s § with the work and nature
—_Nt beastly Hun. He appealed to




the premler, who had been oversead
and had witnessed to some extent
the devastation wrought, to back up
the boys. The enemy was at wWoik
insldiously in Manitoba to regain the
upper hand. There weare over ifty
thousand allen encmies In the pro-
vince, the speaker asserted, who
should be deporied at the earliest
opportunlty. 'The boys were deter-
mined, whatever the pgovernment
might do, to obliterate thius blot from
the falr name of Manitoba, The
present deputation only represented
the advance guard of the rcturning
men; when the main body were back,
unless something was done, it would
be a very dQifficult matter to keep
them in check.

Aliens Must Be Deported.

J. . Newton, vice-president of the
Grent War Veterans, stated that they
wanted to be abwoluicly falr and
reasonable, but were determined on
this matter of the deportation of alien
enemles, They reallzed that whilst
some might be technically aliens,
they were not attachied to the Ger-
man system. However, they had to
remembetr that, according to the law
of Germuny a former subject re-
mained a subject until disclaimed by
the German authorities, They were
coming to a mperlod of great unrest,
declared the spealker, nnd they want-
ed to be sure that the authorities
reallzed tne gravity of the situntion.
If the men thought the governiment
were dolng something tangible thelr
guspiclons would be disarmed; but
steps ought to be token immedlately

to round up the alien enemlies and ar-

rangements made, for' thelr deporta-
tion just asg soon a8 transportation
could be provided., 'They were con-
stantly hearing ugly rumors, how-
ever, declared the gpeaker; rumors
that alien enemles were cmployed
around the government bullding;
rumors that German was being
taught In the public schools. If thiy
was the case the ministers who were
responsible for the employment of
such alien ecunemies were guilty of
high tteason, for they had been giv-
ing comfort and succor to the INIng's
cnentley, The speaker produced o

lengthy lst of names and read out

some of them which were of o dis-
tinctly Teutonic character, and
stated that he had heard that at
Plum Coulee the C.IM.IL. agent had
been compelled to teach his chil-
dren at home owing to German being

the only language thught at the
school. e asked for Inferinntion or

denial of these rumors and for im-
mediate action to be taken, 'Thoe
speaker referred to the conditions of
employment around the city, espect-
dally referring to tho Swirt-Canadian
tactory as a place unfit fur white en
{0 worl:. Why was not the factory
Iw of the province belng enforced, I
this* wus so0, enquired the speaker,

amidst applause from the gallery.

Ferty Years a Soldier,

Captaln G. I Wheeler, president
of the Imperinl Veterans' association,
stated that he had becnh forty years o
soldier, having: fought for the King,
the King's father and grandimother in
all parts of the world, declared that
he had met many Germans in his
wanderings but he lad never known
a good one unless the Itun had been
under o tombstone.,  Geirman money
was belng expended today to corrupt
the commniercial life of this province,
declared the speaker, and to provent
thelr boys from getting a square deal,
He asked for falr, honest, decent
treatnient for the boys, and this could
not Le scecured so ong as they were
compelled to take second plice to the
Itun., They all knew that these alien
eneniiey celebrated every reverse sus-
talned by our boys, and the boys at
the ront knew of it. Iie appealed to
tho premier to taoke action. They
were only “the wounded duds” who
had come bacic <o far, what would
they do when bLetween 80,000 und
100.000 returned nien were walking
thielr dtrets looking for worl.

Men Unable to Secure Work.

1I. J. Mansileld, presldent of the

Vocational Students’ assoclation, J

urged th:(c\sumething' definite should
be done. \When the boys were being
exhorted to shoulder arms they wero
aysured that :Manitova would be be-
hind them and care for them wlen
thoy returned. DMany of them were
wilking the strets, however, today
as were objects of charity, declared
the speaker, men wio had been fight-
ing in the trenches for three or four
yvears. Ifle complained of the appiar-
ent IndlfTerence of the provincial gov-
ernment regarding the trouble at the
vocational schools, and insisted that
though this mignt primarily be a fed-
eral matter, the provinclal authoriticy
ought_not to have c¢losed thelr eyes
and done nothing. Returned men
were unable to get woric unless by
scabbing on a Bohunk, asserted the
spenlker, and concluded Dby Insisting
thot It svas the duty of the govern-
ment to see that the Dboys secured
rlzht and justice and a living wage.
24,000 Alien Enemies in Winnipegq.

A. Loosley, chalrman of the Ile-
turned Soldieirs’ commisgsion, who was
the concluding speaker, declared that
statisties recorded the presence of
over 24,000 allen enemles in Winni-
pes alene, and they wanted to know
whit the government intended to do
anbout it. T'he boys ‘were urged in
Aucust, 1914, that it was a time for
nction. 'I'he present ¢ o time for
action on the part of the authorlties,
inglsted the gpeaker; and unless dis-
aster wias to overtake the country |t
behoved the government to take Im-
medinte stepy to see that justice was
done.

No Work for Alien Enemies.

Premlier Norris said after what he
had seen on his visit to the front he
was not surprised to hear the wsol-
diers say that the cnodition of uf-
fulrs they found at home exasperat-
ing. The government had 1o
apology to otfer forr the action of
sonie of the people of the province,
but after Jlcoking Into the civil
gervice he could say that he did not
know of any ualien cnemlies belnyg in
the employ of the provincial gove
ernment. “If there are,” sald the
premier, “I don't know {t, but If you
will be good enough to glve me i lixt
of tne mea I promise you that every
investigation will be made intv the
matter and i there are any—l1 do not
knotw that there are—they wlil be no
longer employed; they will Le’ ouz-
side., That s really all I can say on
that polnt.” Thete are men, in the
employment of the government, ndd-
ed the premier, who have been born
In Canada who had sons at the front
and who were descendants of (rer-
man people. Should they, he asked

the deputation, be called allen|

cnemies because  of  thdt  German
name. Ile was quite sure they would
not. Ag to those wwho were real
allen enenmies he asaured them of
the co-operation of the governmeat
Iin their clYorts. ke believed the sol-

|

l
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dirs Jdid not want to do Injustice to
any one, and sneaking of the record
of the Canadlans In the watr ho as-
serted that {t was the efforty of the
boys in the last fow months that had
led to its early culmination.

No Knowledge of Hun Propaganda.

Ay to the statement that there
were flve Germang employed at the
parilunent bualidings, the premier
suld he would have an investigatlon
started at once. If, ho cuntinued,
thera was German propaganda In the
province, it was 4 crime againgt the
citlzenship of Manitoba amd the gov-
crnment, and it thoze who had Knows-
ledge of It wounld wive the govern-
ment the information, every agency
at their disposal would be set In
actlon for the purpuvse of locating it
and prosecuting the people engaged
in {t. Such things, he sald, werc
cnough to exaaperiate men e the
coldiers who had i1eturned fron the
front. “Wo are sympathetic,” the
premler assured the deputation, “hut
sometimes we don't know of these
things and it will require the assldt-
ance of the men who do hnuw.” Hu
mentioned that anyone applying fol
a position In the clvil service had to
take the oath orf alleglance. Nouthing
but British subjects wele employed,
that he knew of, In the civil servicd
and spectal actention was given o
this., “We wre Just as much oppoved
to that kind of tlhung s you ave, and
a8 K001t 48 we know of anything ol
the nature you complain ot Dbelng
done it willl be attended to at once.

The premlier sald he did not know
that ghere were as many o&s 24,000
reglstered allens In Winipeg. Tl
question was how to deal with tiwerm,
The provineial government had no
desire to padg “the bDuek,” as It was
commonly described. But there were
conddtiony over which they had na
control. It wus the government at
Ottawa had tirst to deal witn tihwese
miattery and the peace conference
was dalso  dealing  with  the allen
cnemy questlon. It waz an  Inter-
national question. Lie understood
Lloyd George hail stated the alien
crtemy was to be driven out of Creat
Britain, and tihis statement the
gathering wildly cheered, repeating
tho approval, when Premier Norrld
added: “I think notihing Dbetter can
bo done than follow the lead of Lloyd
George.”

Deportation Big Undertaking.

The whole question of the allen
enemy, he continued, would be In-
quired Into [n Grecat DBritaln. It
would have to be done in Canada, but
the deputation understvod it could
not be settled In a week or two
weelts, and he did not know what the
provinelul government could do to
glve the yoldlers adequate agsurance
of having done rsomething., e had
personally Interviewed members of
the Dominion governmment on the
subjeet but ho did not advertise it.
IHe was told that In the very ncar
future the alien  enemy question
would be looked fnto In Canada. e
hav talked the matter over with the
Dominion government before the
armlatice was signed and he couvld
say that the provincial government
would do everything they could tu
encourage the Dominlon government
to deal with the queatlon as qulickly
as It was possible to do it. The de-
portation of so many uallen enemy
pcople was a mighty big undertakin
The provineinl government would not
do anything that would assist in any
way, indirectly or dlreetly, the :illen
enemy In Manitoba, and at the re-
cent conference they had the assur-
ance of employers they would let out
any iu thelr emplovient. If they



did that, that was a step in the right
dlivection, So far as they a3 a gouv-
ernmelt were  eoncerned, be could
only repeat that they would not give
cemployment to allen enemijes In any
branch of the service,

With this statement the premier
vesumed hild veat with applause.

Investigating School Cases.

Haon, Dr. Thornton, minlster o
education, alluding to a name that
hnd been handed n, sald that the
man was in the omployment of the
province when the government tool
office three years ago. JIe way dis-
missed In two monthys., In regard to
the text books 1in Altonw school the
‘dnister sald ne hiad only recelved
the name of the schoal that ¢ay, And
M. Greenway, the speelal agent of
the department, had gone to learn
the racts. The matter would Dbe
“dealt with as =oon as they had th m
' Defore them. He had already writ-
ten the Dominlon government, added
the minister, to pluee an embargo on
it!m Importation of German et
hooks Into Canada  xo they would
have thelr co-operation in dealing
with the s=ituation.,  With reapect to
Plum Coulee, they would underytand
a religious question entered ito the
‘matter in that district of the pro-
vince., There way there @t <ettlemens:
of the Mennonites., Ay soon as tne
question came to hig attentlon .ae
had directed Major Newcombe, who
had served at the front, and who wa-
now the superintendcnt of education,
to Inqulre Into it and he was sure
the ~oldlers  would understand i:
would De satisfuctorily deait with.

-~ Ale. Law, n thanklug the premijer
and the membery of the legislatuve,
‘trusted everyvthing that had been



cald would be e used gut :q b i
of the covernmuont'ys nhigte i
the soldiers wonld i :
aAVe no
Eadn visie the Iv.:IsL*ltl\'urZﬁsonm
on the ~ame <ubjner, Adns
I)I'Elnh‘t' \:H[‘ !h; in
- & :"u L T
they would furni<; e r:?llﬁl salg
cnomy ailen in e -50"-'Gl'nm1 of an-
]}Il})'n’:l'!l'. I30s wWonlld s ‘nt
out. vE o

.
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