RUSSELL ON
STAND IN HIS
OWN DEFENCE

Appears Haggard, with Bigns ol
Nervous Strain and Worry
Plainly Evident

HIS EVIDENCE

Throughout Is in Nature of Justi
fication for Formation of
the 0.B.U,

WINKIFEG, Dec, 17 —Low wages,
refusal of the employ¥ers (o recognizn
trades winlons and the ardar-in-eoun-
il prohibitng sirikes, wera (he ren-
sohy TOor unrest among the workmen
fn 1917 and 1818 leading up to the
genecil strike in 18189, aocording to
evidonee given by K. B, Rus=sell, charg-
ed with sgediiious consplracy on iha
stand Loday 4= wilness in his own de-
[ e,

Hussell's evidence throoghout was
in (he nature of a justiftestion for Lthe
formation of the One Blg Union and
it nimy and objecls. He characierie-
r:_l the movement as industrial union-
#iT.

In referring to the governmeni rall-
way board, lie safd that ths govern-
ment representntive, HHaon,  Arthur
Melghen, minister pf Imerlor, in an-
awer (o 4 refusal of the rallway shop-
men Lo accepl the award of the board
In 181K, sald that the workers would
be put {n kKhaki and forced to wWork.
It was glaled on good authoriy foday
that Harry Dhsha'uk, the wilinesa forp
whom a beneh warranl wns issued
yesierday, had been located in Win-
nipeg.

Crown Ohjecta,

Frequent objections by the crown
charactorized the forenocon’ proceed-
Ings on the ground that much of the
evidenca (he wilnesa was giving wan
frrolevant. At one point Mr. Justice
Metealfe addressing the jury declar-
#d he had allowed Mr. Bird, defence
counaesl, a great deal of latitude in
his examination, becavuse to slop him
with a Jarge number of objecilons
would be a hardship. Referring to
A slatement made by Russell that the
Canadian Pacific rallway hd been un-
just in desaling with empioyees whom
he represenied, his lorilship declared,
was wholly irrelevant

*1 am doing what 1 heliéva to be
fair and just, huy T have hoen direst-
I¥ and Indirectly accused of undalr-
ness,’” he sald.

"Counsel moy get a Judgment by
phusing the judge and the crown. The
defenes has continunlly iried to show
the unfalrness of the crown and the
jndge. I have nothing more to say."”

Itussell on Stand,

K. B. Russell, charged with sed4i-
ous conaplracy and commliiting enm-
mon nulsances, {(ook the stand thia
forenoon aw the fret wilness in hila
own defence, He apperared haggnrd
with slgns of nervous striin and
worry plalniy evident, but he did naot
take advantags of Mr. Justice Mel-
eialle's permigsion lo sjii down,

Replylng to guestions by J. E. Bird,
defence counsel, Iussell said he was
born In Beolland 31 years apo, and
had lived In Canada nine years all of
whish had been spent in Winnipeg.
iHHe then described his activitiesa In
viriota official posiflons In the Mach-
inista unlon and his attendance of
numernsus conventions,

Mr. Blrd stated that he wished to
put in Lthe preambls of 4he Machinista’
union, and a prolonged debate fol-
lowed between opposing «counsel  as
to ita pertinency, the defence stating
that they wilshed to =how that the
accused was a true trades unlon man,
and the crown contending that trades
unions wers nat belng trled for sedl-
Tion.

A. J, Andrews crown eounsel, safd
he hoad ng doubt that the machinisis
eonstitutlon was perfectly legal, bt
the matier was irrelovant as  the
machinisis had nop =tarted the sirike,
Mre, Bird sald he purposnd 1o show
that they did start the &8irike, and not
tThe OB, bat Mr, Justice Metealln
mild he dld noy think that the =iar-
Ing of the indastrial uphesval rcould
e traced (o the machinisim

Member of 1L,

Mr., Mussell, rontinuing his esvid-
ance, gtatad he was o member of {the
Independent Labor party of Greal
Brilain, which has 43 represaniatives
in ihe house of commons s anem-
bership card waa put jn evidenoe, over
Mr. Andrews' objection.

Mr. Bird mrocecded to read parta
of the constltution of this association
which #ates that i & open 1o ail
Bociallsts, who endorse (ts plaiform
and are not aMlintsed with any other
poiitical veganilzation. The aims of
the pesocinticon o8& oullined, pre the
eriablishment of o socipnlieile sints,
whera land and capitel wiil ha held
by the community and admiplsicred
for Lthe Leneit aof all.



