Our Municipal Controversies

The matier of improving the municipal eleetoral system b}: re-
moving the rreat inequality between the wards has been before the
ity couneil for many weeks but no deeision has yet been réached.
Che present arritnzement 1s very unsntistactory because it does nor.1
oive the ditferent pavis of the city anything like tair representa.
tjon. ANy ehuinges. however, requiring amendments to the ey
Charter must be decilded on nmmediately-if they are to be secured;
rnis vear hecause the l’n)\'in‘einl Leeislature will, i all probability,
be 1 sesston only a tew,weeks lunger, '

There has been no serious diseussion of a new ward system by
the eitv couneil because of the division between the two sides
‘he eouncil and the disputes and zeneral discord which have ehnr-
soterized recent meetines,  There has been too mueh of this for the
oty s welfare, The interests of the city are bound to sufter serious
A 41 there s not meore h:u'u{ml}' and co-operation in the couneil. |

Mie trouble i that labor. on the one hand, and the Uitizens

cedewe on the other have each been teving, through theiwr vepresen

(atives or supposed representatives on the ctty couneil. to seeure!

W wlvantage throusit chonees in the eleetorad system.  Oune side
coelis bo ozain i betier nosition through adolt saitvage and the elec
o of aldermen from the city as a whole. The other side sugges:-
O o ditverent arvausemenr of ithe wards and other ehianges tn the:
coetoril syatem more or ioss fuvorabie to them, The result is abso:
gate opposition and no prozress anywhere,

The anly way oud ol sueh a situaiion is for cach side to cease
e Tor alvaniaue and constder these matters solely trom the |

sandpoiut of what ¢ G and reasenable and o the interest oX

o] Lovernment.
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Phere 13 no reasen wWhatever wiy  a re-arrangement ol e
cards and the guestion of adolt saadvaze should be mined up to-
wther, Theve mayv be room o difference of oputon on the sud-
Jrage question, but everyoue admits the need ot ehaneing i s)dstehd
shieh oives 3500 vorers exactly the same representation i thie
ity eonneil as 13,000 soters inanother part of the ety .\lurem‘cr,s
e difference regarding the sullrase will have lareely dicappearea !
i a vear ar two.  This year the franchise is being extended so thas i
G -+ hinsbands or wives of those alveady entitled to vote, shall also
e the franehie.  And the munieipal income tax, which seem.
ikely to be adopted in the near future. will affect most unmareied !
men iy the e=eaption is put at $1L,000- Paymeut of the muntetpal
meoma fax would amewmatically give them the rranchise. Ths
would leave a -:mnparmivcl}', small number of people without the

rizht to vote. !

The questian of the ward »y.tem shouid be consydered purely
oo it~ merits. The pian propused by the Citizens Leagueis opei,
o eopriainn objections and it is now evident that 1t wiil nut be adopt-|
4 by council.  The proposal already made by the Free Press l'url
taree laree wards and the elections to be heltd vn the pru[mrtionm:
_epresentation system is one that is eminently fair to all pariies
and shontd provide a saristactory settlement ot {the matier. 'I'ht:i
C LI teaeks eould form the boumlary between a cenril wa rd and|
+ northern ward. while Portage avenue conid be the line betwee
e eentral and south wards. These three wards would be talrly
corutl in population. DBy electing three members for euch ward|
cach vear for a two years” term rhe difticnlty wounld be met and i
« ould only be necessiary to inercase the wethersitip of the counell
srom L4 to 18 |

The lubor representatives in the couneil avre on vecord as fav- |
oring the principle of proportional representation. The ubove plan
Jhould appeal tb them for they would seeure their share of repre-
sentation in those parts of the city in which they are now unable
ro elect u candidate and they would obtain the fnll represcutation
to which they are entitled in the other parts of the citv. The re-
maining body of eitizens would also secure their fair representation
in each of the three wards. There are certain evils whieh resu\ll
o a svstem of small eity wards that would be largely obviated
~here there were ounly three large wards. Representafives from
‘he latter would be more familiar with their distriets (which is Hi-
portaut) than representatives ehosen from the city at large. and
vet candidates for these large wa rds wonld have 1o be men ol regog-

—

tized standing.
The adoption of this system would require «n anietidment ofd

he city’s eharter by the leeislafure. An agreement ou this conrae
,aould bhe possible but action will have to be taken without loss of!
vime if anything is to be accomplished this vear.

Proposals have been made that the mayor should be chosen
‘rom amonyg the aldernen, accordiug to the Buglish system. l'nl.hf-l"?
than by the electors of the city at large. That is done nowhere i
Canada or the United States, and it has not been clearly shown thal
the plan has advaninges over the present system.  An educational
tost for munieipal voters has also been advecated, butl this would
sardly be justified: Ab edueational test is now being required for
naturalization purpost, but in munieipal affairs naturalized eiti-
-ens who pay taxes or are otherwise qualificd should berentitled to
vote. 1t is not reasonable that a disquulification should be tmposed
Ly the ¢ity which neither the provinee nor the Dominion recogulzes.

An anomaly that does exist, and which shonld be removed, 13
e ability of aliens to exereise the municipal franchise. They go
on the voters' list it they are property owners or tenants. regard-
iess of naturalization. Thut should not be. They are entitled to
the protection of our laws and tlre peacetl pursuit of their aflairs,
but they should reeetve the privilege of voting only when they as-
sume the full responsibility of eitizenship by becoming naturalized.
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