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THE RIGHT TO VOTE. :

The new Dominfon Franchise Bill ap-N\
ears to be drafted with the purpose of se-.
uring for all British =subjects, male and |
emuale, above the age of twenty-one years!
he right to vete at Parlismentary electfons.
‘he only important qualifications required’
re residence in Canada for twelve months
nd in the constituency for two months.
some of the clauses of the measure provid-’
ng for the preparation of the voters' llstsi
nay require amendment, particularly those
lealing with the compilation of the lsts in
ural municipalities, but, speaking gener-
11y, the Bill should prove acceptable
Parliament and the country.

Criticism is directed against the measure
ecause it does not bar from the polls cfti-
ens born in eountries with which Cunuda .
1ad  been at  war until recently, und who
inder the Wur Tiues Election Act were fore!
idden to voie the general election of
(617, Un that occasion no citizcen of enemy
rigin, naturalized subsequent to March 31,
1002, was permitted to vote unless such
jtizen wis actually sefing o Canada or
werseas in the milftary or naval torees of
he Kmpire, or was the grandparent, parent,
:0n or brother of a person so zerving, or had
pifered tor valistment and been rejected as
medically ualit,. To renew this prohibition
in the Frunchise At now under considera-
tion would invoive the exclusion from the
polls of thousands of persons who took out!
their papers of citizenship during the
from 1002 to 1914, and who have become
heroughly Canusdianized during their long
rezidence in the Dominion,  The untairness
of titis 0 evident that no Government
desiring to dispenze even-handed justice
would stand sponsor for & measure ot dis-
frunchisement so drastic.

The cases of the very vonsiderable nuni-
ber of persons born in enems coutitries who
had not thought it worth while making ap-
plicution for citizenship nrior to 1914, al-
though resident more than the three
necessary for qualltication as such, are not
dealt with in the Franchise B} because
they were provided for in the Naturalization
Act adopted lust session, Therw are a good
muny thousand ol these “enemy aliens” in
the Dominion, chiefly in Ontario and the
Prairie  Provinces, who wre subject to
special disubilities under the nuturalizatlion
law. Allens generally are entitled to the
rights of citizenship on  application, pro-
vided they have resided in Canada for at
least oune year, and in Canhada or some other
British country for & ifurther period of four
years within the last eight yeurs hefore the
application. The applicant must have an
adequate knowledge of either the English
or the French language, and must take the
oath of alleglance as a econdition of
naturalization.

These provisions apply to all aliens who
desire to become British subjects, In tue
case of those designated as "cnemy alfens®
the conditions are much more onorous. The
Act provides that :

“No certificute of naturalization
shall, belore the expiration of a perload

of ten years after the termination of the

present war, be granted in Canada to

any subject of a country which at the
time of the pussing of this Act was at
war with his Majesty, but this pro-
vision shall not apply to a perscn who,

(1) having served in his Mujesty's

forces, or in the torces of his Majesty's

Allics, or of any country acting in naval

or wiilltary co-operation with This

Majesty, was not discharged from such

sorvice by reason of his enemy nation-

allty, sympathy or assoclations; or (2)

is a member of a race or community

known to be opposed to the snemy

Governments; or (3) was at birth a

British subject.”

L The practical effect of this measure is
thzt no ono of German, Austrian, Bulgarian,
or Turkish birth—except persons such as
 Bohemiuns, Alsace-Lorrainers, Italians of
the Tyrol, Armenians, etc., known to be in
Asyn;g%thy with the Allied nations—shall be
. admitted. to Canadian citizenship till 1829,
;Some of the persons so excluded may have
come to Canada =u loug ago us 1911 with
) the intention of becoming citizens after they
'had  quulified by three years' residence
| Probation jn their case will extend over
efghteen yoars, which would appear to be
gufliciolitly long to please anyone who feara
}tho effect ot the “alien enemy’ vote In
| Canadian politics. Exclusion for lite, as
suggestgd recently at a recent gathering in
. Calgary, would enadle the “Ouitlanders” tu
“declaro that British justice and British
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liberty have forsaken the land.
A The: naturalization - lnw and the fram-
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chise law taken tosetlmr are qulte dnqtic
enough. To do more would not ‘be {n the
best interest of the. Cunudlnn padple. As
the law stends a native Canndian or a Brit-
ish-born immigrant unable to 'read. or
write can exercise the riglits of citizenship,
but no person of aiten birth, whether from
an Allled or an enemy country, can become
a citizen ‘and make his influence feit at the
polls until he or she has “an adequate
knotcledge of either the English  or the

French language."
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