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FOREIGN IMMIGRATION.

An eastern contemporary has been
‘ooking into the future of this country
ind has concluded that there Is danger
from the influx of forelgners:—*“It Is
orobable that a goodly percentage of
newcomers would be Americans, or na-
turallized American citizens, and can it
be doubted that a strong annexation
movement would be begun? And would
the annexation movement be discourag-
€d or embraced by the Germans, Scan-
linavians, Irish and Rugsians who wiil
flock to Canada? Their inborn anti-
pathy to England would set their faces

oward Washington. Could England, in |

such a case, retain her colony by foroe
of arms?” This Is putting the case in
a new light. Hitherto those who have
expressed alarm on the subject of for-
eign Immigration have done so on the

ground that the newcomers were not|'

accustomed to our civilization and our
free institutions, that they were “serfs,”
uhat they were used to a low standard
of Nving, and that they would depress
wages. Some of them have made ex-
ceptions in favor of Americans, on the
ground that the American civilization
Is similer to our own. If Irish and Am-
erican immigrants are to be regarded
with suspiclon, an entirely new set of
considerations is introduced. Certainly
no one would ever charge the Irish and
American peoplé with lack of inde-
pendence or with a disposition to re-
duce wages. If we are going to be
as nice in our selection as this, some-
body wlil be proposing next that the
smmigration from ‘'the British Islands
shall be carefully sifted, and all per-
sons of Celtic origin rejected on the
ground that their ancestors had quar-
rels with England. We ought not to
convert this idea of racial unity into a
fad or a craze. If we can get this
cquntry imbued with a thorough.y Can-
adlan spirit, we shall have no ditficul-
ty n assimilating all the people that
are Mkely to come our way.

But, although we do not share the
alarm of The Yarmouth Times, we
shoroughly approve of its remedy. It
would have Ca  garrisoned, but not
n the ordinary sense. Great Britain, it
says, “must build fortresses with tal!
chimneys and many windows, She must
arm her troops with looms, with ham-
mers and with plows. She must plan+
heavy artillery in the shape of thua-
leting trip hemmers and set up light
vatteries of “ltt-nytng“:mumes. e
a great

arsenal of British manutaomm, the
nemy will cccupy the land and wrest
Lrom

by the irresistible bailot.
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The aim of patriotism should be to as-
similate them. by education. If the

explain to them the nature qf those
institutions, and how they were gained
here and in Great Britain. Mrs. Fitz-
gibbon (“Lally Bernard"”) says in one
of her letters to The Globe, that tha
Doukhobors are most anxious to learn
the English language. Nothing that
Governments or individuals can do to-
ward this end ought to be neglected.
Another point on which this corres-
pondent touches {s the industrial edu-
cation of the Doukhobors, This is a
matter of general interest. We are just
beginning to realize the resources of
this country, and the oppontunities
they offer for skilled {ndustry. Tech-
nical education is one of the strong
pointe of the programme of the Ross
Government. Techmnical education, so
far as agriculture s concerned, has for
many years been a leading feature of
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the policy of the Ontario Government.
Technical educatlon In agriculture is,
according to the letter of Mrs, Fitzgib-
bon. one of the needs of the Doukhobor
t. By ing a policy of
education in the BEnglish language, in
agriculture, in industry of any kind, we
may make these rce of
permament strength to Can
ters of our correspondent ha.ve been
reprinted in pamphlet form. They
throw much lght upon the character
of the Doukhobor settlements, and the
proceeds from the sale are to be devot-
ed to educational work of the charac-
ter to which we refer.
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