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FOREIGN IMMIGRATION,

published to-day Mr.
Moffet of Asusiniboiz finds
foult with the *polley «f as-
oisting  immigrants from southern
Furope, and argues that similar -
ducements should be held out by the}
Tominion to the young men of Ontarlo
to settle in the Canadian west. No
dAoubt the people of Ontarlo wouid beé
pleased to see such of thelr young men
as are digsatisfled at home still remain
Britlsh siibjetts' In some other part of
the Dominien. It Is unpleasant to re-
flect that so many of our best young
men have felt’ tmpelied to seck their
fortunes under a foreign flag. But
while we have in Ontario such vast re-
sources :g.\}'p!t;ng development,
much good agricultural land to be set-
tled and cultivated arid ’0'many oppor-
tunities for’ productive enterprises, we
cannot be cxperted to favor any policy
af encourngcd etnlgmtlon from this to
any other P:‘ovlnce or Terrltory ot the
:Domlnlon Ontario bears a full share
ot the: eost of immigration, and is not
mcllned to complain because the chief
henefits fall to Manitoba and the Ter-
ritories, The people of this Provinee
may not be entirely unselfish in that
attitude, for thpy recognize the recipro-.
cpl advantage that will be accorded
their commercial and manufacturing
enterprises by the settlement and de-
~velopment of the western wheat areas.
Even where there are no discernible
advantages to this Province there is
sufficient national spirit to endorse
public expenditure for the benefit of
uhdeveloped areas in a sister Province.
Rut the propasal te spend the money. of
all the Provinces to promote miigra-
tion from one Province to another must
be viewed In a different light. Manl-
tgbn and the Territories are free to
hold out thié:most tempting  induce-
‘menls to the young men of this Pro-
vincc, and we Yould far rather gee
such a8 are dissatisfled finding homes
there than drifting nceross the line.
But while Ontarfo is spending ita own
money {n building roads and otherw ise
opening its own territory for settle-
ment, there fs no justification for the
expenditure of the funds of the Domin-
fgn to fnduce migration from this Pro-
vlnce to the west.

"There is room in Ontarlo for double
the present population, and while there
iu no fecling of ¢nvy at the more rapid
growth of the west, there are declded
objections to the spending of our meney
to induce our population to go thither.
Mr. Moffet alludes to the op-
position  shown in  tHe ' TUnited
Atates  toward immigration from
nouthem Europe, ' and favors a
aimilar attitude on the part of the Do-
minfon. It is true that our neighbors
Have not ‘had & fortunate experience
with every class of /foreigners, but the
only objectlonable featura developed
8cross the line has been the formatiop
af foreign “colonies” in the large cities.
There has been no trouble through ag-
tjcultural immigration sueh as has
heen brought te Manitoba and the Ter-
ritorles during the past three years.
The people from Huropean cities have
eptablished In crowded centres of pop-
ulation in the United States the same
conditions as they left on the other side
of the Atlantic. They have lowered the
Wyages of labor and the general stand-
srd of comfort among the working
olasses. Thefr objectionable habits and
conditions have led to a policy ot gen-
efal exclusion directed against the
poorer classes of immigrants from all
forelgn countries. But our neighbors
have had no difficulty with agrieultural
immigrants. The men eager to take
up land and cultivate it have rapldly
developed into good citizens. Agricul-
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turel pursuits have assimilated all:
ces, and we can feel perfectly safe
so long a8 we have abundance of land
or our foreign immigrants and they
eager to go upoh and work it.

inplzints against the Canadian Pa-
jpliway may be tully justified, but

e the fact that {t is only
sely-settled districts are All-

#d up that theaper freight rates will
become ¢O rcially possible. Our
correqpondeni 48 entlrely in error in
assuming that We fifged the loyalty of
the Canadian Pacifie¢ Railway to Can-
ada as an excuse.for all or any of its
dcts. In dealing with an stitack
on the Canadian Pacific Rallway for
having promoted alien or disloyal im-
migration and an attack on the Gov-
ernment for having furthered the de-
wigns of the railway it was perfectly
fair to point out that the raflway was
assentially & Canadlan enterprise.
Its prosperity and {ts success are
hound ‘up in the prosperity and suc-
c¢88 of the Dominion, so that on no
higher grounds than policy it should be,
fn 2 broad sense, loyal to Canadlan in-
terests. ‘The “iniquities” of the Cana-
dlan Pacific Railway are not due to
gny aid that it is obtaining from the

pregent Government, but to a most un-
fortunate, bargain madé <when tha,
charter was igsued. The Liberals op+
pesed that Bargaln and pointed out the
evils that tvould follow its cotihuimma-
tion, and in so doing called down onh
themselves the displeasuré of the
entire weat from the lakes to the Paci-
fle. They were frustrated iit thelr efs’
forts to save the people of the west
trom the evils that how beset them.
The bargaln was made, and there is
now nothing to be done except to in-
algt on the strictest interpretation of
its provisions in the public intérest.
Conadians have burdencd themselves
to establish transportation facllities
and Governmental institutions adequate
for a population of forty or fifty mil-
lions. It would be a poor policy to
sit down under the burden and walit
for population to come, The energy of
the Government and the discernment
shown In selecting an  agricultural
people have supplied several districts
with a good cla¥s of settlers, and while
people from the United States or from
older Cenada might be locally more de-
strable, it is far better to bring an agri-
cultural people from southern Europe
than to leave rich arcas vacant for two
or three generations.
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