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The Government Reported to-be
Negotiating With the OC.P.R. =
Gombine’s Challenge Must be Met.

(Speclal Despatches to The Globe.)
_.Ottawa, Mayg 14.—At half-past 10 to-
night the busif®ss before the House of
Commons was practically wound up, and
prorogation will take place to-morrow
afternoon at 3 o’clock. The Commoners
‘will meet in the morning to clear up
a few odds and ends, and then adjourn
to await the summons to*hear the Gov-
ernor’s specch proroguing Parliement,
Yew members will stay-for thg final cere-
monies. Many of them have already
gone to their homes and others are leav-
ing on to-night’s trains. Thers will
scarcely be a corporal’s guard on hand
to-morrow.

© % Aliens Cannot Petition.

The  Speaker of the Benate
gave his ruling to-day = on the
point of order in connection with the
bill to incorporate the Orthodex Russo-
Greek Church. The bill passed the
Hotize of Commons, but on reaching the
Senate, Senator Bernier raised the point
that Parliament had no right to receive

a petition from an alien. The alicn in
this case is Bishop Tikhon of San Fran-
cisco, who ;ﬁeﬁtloued for the passage of
the bill. The Speaker yestergny asked
for time to consider the point, and te-
day .ruled that tho point was well tak-
en. In England such a petition could
rot be received. Ho quoted the pre-

cedent of the inhabitants of Boulogne- |

pur-Mer, presented in Ingland in
18786, “when Mr. Disraeli move the ra-
ception of the petition, but Speaker
Brend ruled it out. A committes of
Parligmentarians on May 16, 1876, also
icported against recclvintg petitions from
aliens. No Speaker of the Canadlan
Scnate had given a decision on this
question. Under Speaker Anglin in 1878
stch a petition was refused, and in 1878
Epeaker Anglin .cxpressed an opinion
that. petitions might be received.on mat-
ters under the jurisdiction of Parlia-
ment, but no action was taken. The
Speaker held that the present petition,
coming from an alien, was not such as
the ouse could receive.. He also
noted that the signature on the peti-
tion was not In any way vouched fer,
and he thought that was ground for
precaution. There waa a question of
petitioner’s title also.

The Ruling Challenged..
Hon. Mr. Watson was not aware that

the House had ever asked to have signa- |

tures fdentifiecd. He thought that as
the bill had passed the other House, and
n> such question had been asked, the
Srenker’s decision should not be concur-
red in. He thought it would be better
to kill the bill, if it were to bo lilled,
in some other way than the refusal of
the right-of petition. 1t would not be
advantageous to allow the decinl of the
right of petition. He .challenged the
Speaker’s ruling. Sir Mackenzie Bowell
had seldom heard a more lucid and con-
clusive decision than that given by the
Speaker, and thought the House owed
hiin a debt of gratitude for it. The rea-
_ sons given must induce the Houss to
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support his decision. Whatever might
be done in accepting petitions from
aliens must be a matter of grace. He
hoped the npgoal egninst the Speaker’s
ducision would not be pressed. It would
be a valuable decision for the future.
He had little sympathy with petitions
from absolute fereigmers, and was en-
tircly at one with the decision.  Hon.
Mr. Scott entirely concurred with the
decision of the Speaker. Ho had never
heard a decision supperted by greater
autherity, and ho cg the appeal” would
not be persisted in. Hen. Mr. Mac-
donald (British Celumbia) wanted to
know ‘whére the ¥ouse stoed in the
natter. Hon. Mr. Yeung said
the question was, had any who
were not British subjects the right to
petition Parllament? The petition in
|this caso had been recelved in March,
and they were trying it in May, It was
rather late. He quoted the Wmslow
yet,mon in 1883, when Hen. E. Blake ob-
jected, and Bpeaker Kirkpatrick ruled
that the House had received petitions
from aliens for private bills. This peti-
tion had passed bhe serutiny of Speaker
Brodeur in the other Heuso. He cen-
|tended that the peint of order had been
|ralsed too late. The Speaker pointed
out that the making of the decision had
|been forced on him. The point that it
was too late to ask the ruling should
have been taken yesterday, It was too
late now to go back on the point that
the petition had been received, slthough
May lays down that the Houss can deal
at any time with a petition which has
been irregularly received. Mr. Watson’s
appeal was lost, and the Speaker’s de-
cison susteined witheut divisien. The
result of the ruling is te kill the bill.

Remission of Penalties Bill

Hon. Mr. Templeman moved that the
bill respecting the remission of penalties
be read a third time. Hon. Mr. DeBou-
cherville pointed out that the Imperial
and Ontario acts were neither of them
retroactive. This bill was making the
Senate put Injustics on their booxs. He
moved the thres months’ heist. The mo-
tion was lost by 23 to 10, the minority
being Senators Clemow, Dobgon, DeBou-
cherville, Landry, Wood (Westmore-
land), Baker, Bernier, Montplaisir,
Owens and Macdonald ' (P.E.I.) Hon.
Mr. Landry moved to amend the bill by
confining its operations to penalties un-
der the railway act. This was lost on
division, and the bill read a third time
and pasaed. :
The Houss went Into committes on
the bill respecting the coasting trade of
Canada, which was reported without
amendment, read a third time and pass-

ed.

The Senate Railway GCommittee, by a
vote of 10 yeas to 7 nays, this morning
threw out the Gaspe & Western Rail-
way bill, to germit the acquisition of
tho Atlantic & Lake Superior and the
Bate des Chaleur Railways, and limiting
the time for the construotion of the
tion from Paspebiac to Gaspp Basln.
The reason for this was that the powers
sought would prejudicially affect the
rights of the English bondholders of the
Agluntio & Lake Superior line.

Fast Bteamers and Cars.

The establishment of & fast
Atlantic - steamship and  freight
line, controlled by trustces of the Can-
adian Government, and working in
union with the Dominion’s great trans-
continental line—this may be Canada’s
answer to the formation of the grent
| Morgan actopus, which threatens to en-
fold in its tentacles the trade of this
young and growiog country apd make
the Dominion dependent upon American,
channels of communication. No mis-
take is entertained as to the meaning
of Mr, Morgen's latest éfforts at con-
solidation. %ia has not only managed
to incorporate the princlpal Atlantic
steamghip lines in his “merger,” bhut he
has with him ell the leading United
Btates rallways which cenire at New
York, Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia
and Newport News. The object of this
Joint railway and steamship car line is
to secure a monopoly for the United
States of the passenger and freight
traffic crossing the Atlantfo. The effect
of the” Morgan combine remairing un.
opposed would be to make Canadians
hewers of wood and drawers of water
for the United States. The control of
cemmunication by sea and land would
render the Americans masters of the situ-
ation. Our western grain would be
taken to the seaboard by American
barges and railways and transferred
from New York in Amercan stearships,
The control of tmmigration to Canada
would pass out of our hands, and of the
steamships, the Morgan combine could
restrict the number coming to this coun-
try. to exactly what proportion they
pleased. .

To Fight the Combine.

How to- meet this dangerous and
threatening situation is the question
which has beén ocoupying the atten-:
tion of the Government. Representa-
tives of the different Canadian steam-
ship and reflway companies have been
sounded as %o thelr views of the situa--
tion, and the Govermment is said to
have been copvinced that the best way
to fight the Morgan combine is through
a comFlny able to operate s trans.
Atlantic fleet and a transcontinental
rallway of its own. It is now report-
ed that negotintions have been opened
with the . P. R. looking to the estah-
lishment of a fast Atlantio steamship
and freight service. The idea is that
there should he a weekly passenger
service between Canada and Great Brit-
aln equal to tke best that sails from
New York. In erder to maintain a good
freight service a dozen freight steamers
would be required, and the total cost of
tho undertaking would be $20,000,000.
The Government snlready has the power
to subsidize a line to the extent of
§756.080 a year, but’ a passenger and
freight service, it is sald, wduld involve
a millien yearly.

The C. ¥ .R. is reported to be will-
ing, if the project goes through, tq al-
low the fast steamship line to be con-
trolled by - trustees nominated by the
Government. National control would be
a guarantee that fair rates would be
extendod to all Canadian epmpanies and
that there would be no discrimination
for or agninst any particular railway.
According to repert, bhe matter is new
engaging the consideration of Sir Wilfrid
Lavrier and his colleagues, and further
dcvelopments are cxpected when they
proceed to London In Jume. It is
thought that the projéct will then be
discussed with the C. P. R. directors
and representatives of tho British Gov-
ernment.  The impression is that the
latter would be disposed to grant n
bandsome subsidy to.a purely British
undertaking.

. The SBupreme Court.

In the Bupreme Court to-day Tucker
v. the King was taken up. Appellant
sued the Orown for the value of his scr-
vicea as commissioner appointed by the
Minister of Railways and Canals to in-
vestignte charges of active political pnr-
tisanship and improper conduct ngainst
Mr. G. II. Simpson, Superintendent of
the Grenvilla and Carillon- Canal. The

inister idered the bill excessive and
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(Continued from Page 2.)

refused paymeéent. ' The ~ Exchequer
Court, by the judgment appealed from,
disroissed the petition of right on a de-
murrer by the Crown, on the ground that
there was no contract disclosed on the
part of the Crown to make payment for
the services rendered. Leet, K.O., for
appelalnt ; Newcombe, K.C., for respond-
ent, Judgment was reserved,

Boards of Trade Conference.

Ald. Jolm Contes, Sir Sandford Flem-}

ing, Messrs. T. Macfarlane, Geo. F.
Henderson and Cecil Bethune will repre-
sent the Ottawa Board of Trade at the
conterence of Boards of Trade in Tor-
onto on Juné 4th and 5th. Mr. Maec-
farlane will move : “That, foiling the es-

tablishment of preferential trade rela-
tions between all British communities,
an effort should be made by the Cana-
dian representatives at the colonial con-
ference to establish a customs union with
Australia and other colonies and depend-
encies of the empire by inducing them to
impose a uniform duty over and abdve
their ordinary tariffs on all importa-
tions from countries outside of the union,
and devoting the proceeds of this duty to
such purposes as subsidizing steamship
lines, laying submarine cables and con-
tributing to the naval defence of the
empire.”  Sir Sandford Fleming will
‘move a resolution in favor of State-
" owned cables.

| Russo-Greek Church Bill Killed.

In the Senate this morning the Speak-
ier_ruled that an alien not resident in
. Canada has no right to petition the Cana-j

dian Parliament. The effect of this de-
i cisfon is to kill the bill to incorporate
the Russo-Greek Church, which was in-
troduced on the petition of Bishop Tiki-
lhon of San Francisco. The bill had
" been passed in the Commons, but when
it reached the Senate yesterday Scnator
Bernier raised the objection that the
Standing Orders Committee had no right
to receive the petition asking for the bill.
. The Speaker has sustained the objection
"and the bill has, therefore, been thrown
out. "

Notes.

The Globe Is authorized to deny the
report that Col. Buchan of Toronto is
to be appointed to command the Royal
Canadian Regiment at Halifax in succes-
sion to Lieut.-Col. White.

Mr. J. E. Leonard, Conservative mem-
ber for the County of Laval, organized
among the farmers of his constituency
an excursion to the capital, which ar-
rived in the city early this morning by
special train, Eight hundred people took
advantage of the opportunity, and the
experimental farm was visited this
afternoon, after which the session in the
Houso was attended.

Auguste St. Amand, 97 Water street,
received a telegram this morni in-
forming him of the death by drowning of
his eldest son, Auguste. = The young
fellow came to his untimely end at Roche
Capetaine, a pgint on the upper Ottawa
near Des Joachim, above Pembroke., He
was working for the Munro Lumber Co.
and was evidently drowned while work-
ing on a raft of logs or ‘square timber.
The deceased was to have been married
next month.

“Over 2,000 manhood suffrage voters in
Ottawa registered during the last three
days. Registration will be resumed on

Satyrday next.
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