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EDMONTON AND
PEACE RIVER

Extraordinary Growth of the
Far Northwest.

RAILWAYS KEENLY ALIVE.

‘Finer Climate' Than Much Far-
ther South.

Character of the Settlers—Interview
With Rev. D. G. McQueen —
Work of Presbyterian Missions.

In view of the present demand for
railway charters through the North-
west Territories it is most interesting
to kwow something moreé. of the de-
velopment upon which such expecta-
tions are based. As far as the Edmon-
ton and Peace River districts arc con-
cerned, there are few better. qualified
to speak than Reve Do G.. MceQueen,
who has been in Montreal for the past
week attending th mectings af the
Home  NMission mimittee  oi  the
Presbyterian Church,

After leaving college
MeQueen set out for m
Edmonton. [t was four years belore
the construction of the Calgary & Ld-
monten Railway, and the journey
north - from  Calgary required four
wearisome days  of stage couching.
I'here was then no settlenient between
those points except at Red Deer River
Crossing.  There are now  nearly
twenty thriving towns,  Wetaskiwin,
forty miles south of Edmonton, jor
example, has - a population  oi 1,500,
fargely since 1897+ The population in
the whole district is mixed, including a
large number of Americans who came
vver after 1891, Fhe only large pro-
partion of fureigners is composed of
Scandinavians, “who =~ centre around
Wetaskiwin, and. this town has the
distinetion’ -of possessing  the  first
Presbyterian  Scandinavian  church

in 1%y, Me,
fon work at

REV. D. G. McQUEEN.

crected in Canada. The:missionary,
Rev. N. P. Grose, who is a Dane,
preaches in- Swedish.  Most of “these
Scandinavians come from the western
States and from the Eastern Townships
of Quebec and speak Englishe The
religious services are conducted m
their own languacg, largely for senti-
mental reasons, and in order_to avoid
arousing any -prejudices.  The other
foreign clements who are flooding into
some parts of the Northwest have not
reached this district to any large ex-
tent, and, therefore, the apprehensions,
which are feit elsewhere are not felt
there to the same extent. There is one
colony of 6,000 to 8,000 Galicians about
fitty miles from Edmonton, but they
are very good settlers, arc doing well
materially, are very anxious to learn
English. and in time will turn out all
right.  One very great advantage 13
that their daughters have solved the
servant girl problem so far as Edmon-
ton is cancerned.

Edmonton’s Great Growth.

Of Edmonton itsclf Mr, McQueen
speaks in glowing terms. Since his ar-
rival in 1887 the population: hids in-
creased from 300 or 400 L0 over 4,000.
Property on the Main street is sellin
for $300 per foot, and the Bank o
Montreal paid $15.000 for its site of
5o feet frontage. The site for Mr, Mc-
Queen’s church was bought ior $1,800
two years ago, and now the land alone
could be sold for $20,000. The church
building, opencd last July, cust $21,000,
and the number ai communicants_has
increased from 25 or 3o to 232, Com-
mercial travellers say that they secure
more business at Edmonton than at
any place west of Winnipeg, It is
the laprest fur market on the conti-
nent, one firm clearing $40,000 a cu}uplc
Tave

of years ago, and  prices

since  advanced. This  is  alto-
gether  independent  of  the  busi-
ness  done by .the Hudson's Bay!

Company.  As showing the - extraor-
dinary growth up towards Ldmonton,
Jland Nas beeomwe so great that one Ine
| dian reserve south of Ponoka has been
ithrown open for scttlement, and two
fother reserves between Ponoka and
Wetaskiwin also probably will soonn be.
The climate near Edmouton is hetter
than at Winpipeg. 3co miles farther
Psouth, and  the vegetation is better
[than in Ontario, though Toronto is
i7co miles farther south, To show the
fproductiveness of the Ldwmonton dis-
[\rict, Mr. MeQueen states there are
five roller tlour mills and an oatineal
fmill at Strathcona.  “Then, northwest
“of Edmeonton, is the Peace River Val-
ley, extending ior over so0.miles. The
gem is  perhaps  the great triangle
about 200 miles on cach side, at the
junction of the  Peace  and Smoky
Rivers, known as the Grand Praivie.
The climate is even better than at
fidmoenton.  There are grist mills at
Dunvegan and Peace River Crossings,
*showing that a considerable amount of
wheat is grown in spite of the spar-
city of population. Even farther north,
200 to 500 miles from Edmonton, the
Hudson's Bay Company has a fiour
mill, and 1000 cacks will he ground
from wheat grown there to be forward-
cd on to the Mackenzie Basin,

Ruilway Men Attrected,

- that the attention of
been directed to oa
Hity and capable of

region of sach e

stich development. . The CTUR. and
gvand Frunk  Pacitic,  the Canadinn
wwihern and  other  companies are

Pt adming twweards it In opder to be
carly in the field, Messvs, Mackenzie

it may be stated that the demand for.

& Mann have gone to the -expense of
shipping Over-the Calgaty & Edmaon-
ton road a partial construction ¢qui
ment in‘order to grade past and we
30 as.to have no delay in laying rails
when' their own fine reachies the cast-
ern end, 100 miles (rom FEdmonton.
The town has given them 68 acres in
order that the Canadian Nortiiern mag
erect workshops and wmake it a divis-
ional point,  Then the GT.R., MM
MceQueen szid, had sent
from Port Stiupson, and indicated
that they ¢ heading for Pine River
Pas<. If this iz so. the Grand Trunk
Picific will pass through that mag
ticent triangle in the Peace Rivér Val-
fey already described. and known
the Grand  Prairic.  [n his opinion
there was ample room for three rail-
ways. There would be pienty of traf-
fie, and if oniy twenty miles apart it
was “questionable whether they could
carry ont all the wheat the country is
capable of growing.

Presbyterian Missions.

Rey. Mr. McQueen, as aiready stat-
ed. was here op home mission work,
and it is noteworthy that from the
character of the men sent there the
Presbyterian church is {ully aware of
the . importance .ol .sharing in
the early develapment of the
country.  The pirneer was  Rew.
B. Baird. M. A. ol Toron-
to University, Ph.D. of Edinburgh
Univérsity, who founded the first con-
gregation in Edmonton in 1881, and
s now a professor in Manitoba Un
versity.  Mis successor in 1887 was
AMr. McQueen, who took the degree
of B.A. in Toronto University in 1884,
and graduated from Knox Theological
College in 1837, At the start he held
services at four points irom five to
cighteen miles outside of Lldmonton,
and by ceaseless travelling was able 10
give a fortnightly service in cach of
these five places.  After the advent of
the railway in 11, he obtained an
assistant.  To show that Edmonton is

well provided intellectually as well as
in other respects, Mr. McQueen states
that there are seven Torouto Univer-
and

sity graduates, one of Queen's
one of Manitoba. e will spend a
eight days here and hereabouts
ing friends before velurning to
mongon, which, in his opinion, iz the
gateway to the north. and northwest,
and likely to remain so.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




