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CROSSING THE.BORDER,

IMMIGRANTS SEEK "WORK IN
. THE UNITED STATES.

Claim_They Could Not Obtain it in
Canada—Number Who  Have
Gone is Comparatively Small,
However,

Immigrants who have been brought

out to [Canada, and upon whom. it
is understood, the Dominion Govern-
ment are paying a commission, are
said to be finding their way across
the border into the United States.
The claim is put forward by those
who leave the country that condi-
tions here were misrepresented, that
they were told they could earn big
money by agents who induced them
to come, aud that when they arnived
here they found they were tnable to
obtain work, : g

‘While it is true that a number of
old countrymen who came to Can-
ada with the intention of scttling
down here have found their way
across the line, still there is no rea-
son to believe that the number is
large, and would probably not cxceed
one hundred since the season of navi-
‘gation opened. Most of them go by
boat, and are easily traced, not only
by the boat lines themselves, but Ly
the agents kept herc by the An:eri-
can Government to prevent undesir-
able immigrants getting into the
United States.

At the Niagara frontier there are
stationed a number of United States
agents who hdve power to turn back
any undesirable class, and one agent
is stationed in Toronto to watch and
inspect the emigrants going through
and report to the officers at the fron-
tier. There is said to be a consider-
able ¢lass passing through Toronto,
principally Italians, Finns, Syrians
and Greeks, which the inspectors will
not pass, and the number turned back
will” probably average twenty-tive a
month. Some Italians recently turn-
ed back had been recjected at other
points, and were making another ¢f-
fort to get through by way of Toron-
to.

English, Scotch, Swedes and Can-
adians usually pass through withoat
much question, Eut with the exception
of the Canadians they have all to pay
a tax of $2 per head, The United
States Government now taxes ail im-
migrants this $2 except Canadians,
Mexicans and Cubans, the idea being
that the tax wiil help to pay the ~ost
of the special scrvice maintained
along the border from the Athntic to
the Pacific. There are some 116 in-
spectors scattered along the border,
and the number is to be increased.

Passing through Toronto now there
are large numbers of both English-
speaking immigrants and foreigners,
but they are nearly all tickete:d
through by the steamship companies.
Most_of those who are ticketed to
this Province stay here, but a nuni-
ber, principally mechanics, find work
on the other side, and go over there
to live. The cities they mostly wo to
arc Buffalo, Cleveland and Pitts-
burg, where they do not appear to
have much difficulty in finding work.
for after being there a short time
they write over here to their fricuds
and invite them to secttle there, too.
Hardly ‘a Sunday school excursion
from Toronto to Niagara Ialls but
has one or more of these workingmen
taking advantage of the cheap fara.
They take a run up to Buffalo. and if

ey succeed in finding work come
sack to Toronto, get their kit and re¢-
turn to the other side for good. |
Earlier in the season the Domin-
ion Government were paying steam-
ship agents in Europe and the old
lountry a commission of $3 a head cn
all emigrants going into Manitoba. and
the Northwest. This, of course. was
a discrimination against Ontario, as
naturally steamship agents were in-
terested in  booking all newcomers
through to the west. Representations
to this effect were made to Ottawa
by the Ontario Government, with the
result that the arrangement was very
much modified, and made to apply to
the eastern Provinces as well as the
west. It is understood that the com-
mission now paid is seven shillings a
head.  The "effect of this has been
seen in an increased number of peo-
Fle coming into Ontario, and it would
ook as if the emigration officials at
Quebec had received some intimation,
for a number of emigrants who have
arrived in Toronto state that they were
told at Quebec that there was no work
in the west, and their tickets were
changed so as to read Toronto,
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