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1B, FRANK OLIVER,
THE NEW MINISTER.

| Succeeds Mr. Sifton in Depart-

!

ment of the Interios.
EDMONTON BYE-ELECTION.
. t'

The Conservatives Promise to
Put Up a Keen Fight.

i

Educational Clauses of the Autonomy
Bills to be Made the Issue—May 2
Probable Date of Election—Opinions
in Winnipeg and Edmonton on the
Appointment.

(3pecial Despatch to The Glohe.)

Ottawa, April 9,—Edmonton’s member,
Mr, Frank Oliver, succeeds Mr. Clifford
Sifton as Minister of the Interior. He
wag sworn inte that oflice at 10 o’clock
on Saturday at Rideau Hall, in the pre-
sence of the Governor-General and Sir
Wilfrid Laurier. Earl Grey had barely
arrived from Kingston, when he was call-
ed upon fo welcome ap addition to the
ranks of his advisers, Mr. Oliver is the
first Minister that Earl Grey has called
to the Government since his arrival in
Canada, and on that account, perhaps,
will hereafter be regarded with special
interest by his Excellency.

Two hours and forty minutes after be
coming a fullfledged Cabinet Minister
Mr, Oliver was speeding westward on n

| C.P.R. express bound for Edmonton,there

to make arrangements for the campaign

which will reault from the vaeation ol
{ his seat.

Sye-election Will be Keen.

The Opposition will oppose the new|
Iinister with all the strength they can,!
relieving that his defeat would spell dis-
ster for the Government. But Mr. Oli-
‘er had a comforiable majority of over
000 at the last election, and is not
nuch troubled by any misgivings over
he probable result. It would be a great!
.chievement on the part of the Opposi-
ion to show from the first election since
he introduction of the autonomy bills
hat the Northwest is against the edu-!
ational policy of the Government, but
iere it is considered that they ave far
‘rom the realization of any such hope.
2robable Date May a.

No official announcement of the elec-
ion ‘date in Edmonton has been giv-
m out yet, but May 2 i3 being arranged
‘or, with the nominations & week earlier.

A great many people were prepared
0 bet that Mr. Walter Scott wonld be
e Government’s choice for Minister of
he Interior, but Mr. Oliver had claims
vhich could not be passed over. He i3
v veteran in the service of the Liberal
»arty, and has done much to sustain and
iphold its interests in the Northwest. He
s & forcible speaker, as well as writer,
ind the great west has bad in him an]
mwearying and loyal advocate. ]\[r.‘
Scott’s time will come later. lle has
rarned promotion, and deserves well of
uis party. A little delay will make re-
rognition all the sweeter when it ar-
rIves.

The Last Election in Edmonton.

The vole at the last general election
in Edmonton wus: Oliver 3,553, Secord
1,526; majority for Oliver, £,000. The
contention that Fdmonton is dominated
by ioreiguers is not borne out by the
fucte. The constituency is loeated in
northern Alberta, and, according to the
ensus figures, the total population was
553,000, of which 51,000 were Canadians.
The people of foreign birth numbered
sver 11,000, including some 5,000 odd per-
sons from the United States. Of lalf-
breeds there weve only 4,700, Inthe town
of Edmonton the population numbered
2,600 in 1901, of whom about 238 were
half-breeds. Since then the populaiion
lias gained enormously, but additions
have come, probably, from the United
States. IIalf-breeds would not gain nu-
mericaly except by natural increase. Of
natives of Austro-Hungary there were
not muech more than 3,000 in 1901, ac-
cording to the census figures.

Faon. Mr. Oliver was born in Peel Coun-
ty, Ontario, in 1853, went to the Norih-
west at an early period in his career,
Lecame a member of the Northwest
Council in 1883, and was a member of
the Legislative Assembly. which suec-
ceeded the Couneil, from 1888 {o 1884.
In the Iatter year he was first elected
to the llouse of Commons as an inde-
pendent, and was re-elected as a Liberal
in 1900 at the last election. ITe resides
at Bidmonton and is the publisher of The
Bulletin at that place.

Pre-eminently Qualified.

Winnipeg, April  O.—(Special.i—Lhe
Tree Press says :—“The w will
gacd with approval and satisfaction the
suecession of Mr., Frank Oliver to Mr.
Sifton as western representative in
the Dominion Government. _1In_thor-
ough knowledge of western Canada and
understanding  of  western conditions
and requirements Mr. Oliver is pro-
eminently qualified for the important
poust. of Minister of the Imterior. TIlis
is knowledge and undersianding of the
west that comes of long experience of
living and working in the west, .vo
man could be in closer contact with the
life and thought of vne people of west-
ern Canada.  His career in Parliament
has made him known t¢ the whole Da-
minion as an energetic, outspoken re-
presentative of this great and import~
ant section of the Dominion, whose in-
terests and whose development will be
in his special charge as Minister of the
Interior.  Mr. Sifton, as head of the
grent department which JMr. Oliver is
now called to the head of, has set a
high standard of thoroughgoing admin-
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istrative cfliciency and  of progrestive-
(hegg Dased wpon intimate knowledse of
weslern needs.  In Mr. Oliver he will
have a werthy successor in whom tne
west haa the fullest confidence. Tt is
not to be doubted that  NMr.  Oliver,
whose record of electesal trinmphs at-
tests the complete confidenes in which
he is held Ly the great constitueney he
so worthily vepresents. will be aceord-
ed now a erowning demonstration  of
that contidence.”

Edmonton is Pleased.

Edmonton, NOWUTL April 0. -«Speoiall)
—News of the appointment of Edinou-

cton's member to the vaeant portfolio of

the luterior was posted early on Nutuv-
du.\"nigln and spread vapidly, Tt was
received with pleasure and gratifieation.
Telegrams of congratulation were for-
warded 10 the new Minister, and sno-

; gestions exme from many that a publie

demonstration be held on Mr. Oliver's
return to the city.  The news was un-
cxpected liere, the general impression bie-
ing that Mr. Sifton would re-enter the
Cabinet, and that Mr. Oliver, if he could
be induced to leave Dominion politic-,
might take the leadership of the Alberta
Liberals and guide the new TProvince

¢ through the initial stages of its jowrner.

The Liberals ave naturally jubilant that

ithe leader under whom they have won

s0 often and so devisively has been eall-
ed to the highest council of the nation.
The old-timers are pleased that one whe
struggled with them in the old days has
climbed well up {he ladder, while the
Conservatives express appreciation very
freely of the honor done the city and
district.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



