HE CLINGSTO THE CITY: ENGLISH IMMIGRANT LOATH TO WORK ON THE FARM .
The Globe (1844-1936); Aug 9, 1905; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Globe and Mail
pg.7

HE OLINGS TO THE CITY,

ENGLISH IMMIGRANT LOATH TO
|+ ' WORK ON THE PARM.

Scans the “Wapt Columuns and Digs in
the Cellars Rathey ‘Than Work on
the Land—Ridiculous Rumors Spread
in Leeds, England,

The English immigrant clings to the
city like ivy to & wall. Since Friday
600 immigrants have arrived in 'Po:
ronto, and less than half of thesa have
secepted  the farming positions that
swaited their acceptance. Many are
meehanics, who prefer - city life, and
they may now he encountered on the
downtown streets in groups of two or
threa, Employment agents are active
at the Depot Immigration Office, and a
number have been engaged for railroad
consiruetion and qthey raygh labor at
BL78 & day. Those that do go to the
farms do so with apparent ¥éluctarte,
ad. the fear of loneliness is indicated
by the qumber who insist on being en-
geged in pairs or trios.

“You must go g]gp_e, hoys, or not at
gll,"! said the immigration officer to two
young men who wanted f{o go tp the
farm “together.

Ameong the gentlemen in the Immigra-
tion Office yesterday was Mr. Ropert
Verity, an employment and immigrant
agant, with offiee in Leeds, Eng. To a
Globe reporter he shewed a letter irom
Mr. 'W. H. Pinder, the oldest shippinﬁ
agent at Leeds, One paragraph rea
23 fallowgs=

“It is reported here that thousands
of men willing to work are out of em-

leyment in Toropto, and seme without
ood and shelter. - I should like to know
from you the truth of this, I have
‘had several ;gpqrts brought in to that
effect, and the same was reported to the
press here, which just new deters many,
people fro;a1 going out.” '

Mr, Verity has jnformed his correspon-
dent. that mec¢hanies must take their
chances, but adds that-farming positions
await all who will accept. He depied
also the mora ridiculeus rumors quoted
in_the gbove paragraph. )

Many undoubtedly, while discouraged
by the firat touch of homesickness,
write discouraging letters home. This
was the case with an ex-Leeds comn-
stable who came out and after a shorb
stay returned. to England. 1In a2 latter
he ‘aays :—¥T see it differently now, I
will viever he satisfied to stay in Eng-
jand, and sail for Canada August 3rd.”
zi.sdi! in Canada or pearing her shares

0-day.

In front of a dowptown newspaper
office seventy-five men, the majority un-
mistakably* new arrivals, were eagerly
awaiting the papar fq read  the “help
wanted"” ads. * A farming position was
open, but that is the “eourt of.last re-
sort,” and starvaiion alene will drive

r who was spoken tp yes:
=T have probably a dozen
oyers on excavation. - They
q 11, but; are pof as tractable as
-the foreignars. 1 cannot pes that they
|have yet made gny jmpression on the
‘lahq.r market." . .
. An officer of a labor ynion said y-"1f
{some vestriction is not put upon the im-
portation of thess men good Canadians
will senn bs walking the strests, be-
‘cause they will ba displaced by the
cheaper men.  On farms no doubt their
resance would be for the general good,
Eut the flooding of the cities will not
make it bettar fay these glpeady crowd-
ed-jnto them.”
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