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TENDERS UNDER
CONSIDERATION,

No Decision Yet on Transcontie
nental Railway Contracts,

MR. FIELDING OUT AGAIN

Mr. Oliver's Amendments to the
Immigration Act.

Designed to Exclude Undesirable Fora
eigners—Opposition Went the Wronz
Way to Obtain Information—Otta-
wa Newe

(8peclal Despatch to The Globe,)

Ottawa, April 8.—The Cabinet had an
all-day meeting yesterday and discusged
tenders for the National Transcontinen-
tal Railway, but no decision was re-
ported. At least that was the statement
made by several Ministers. In view of
the difference of opinion among the
Transcontinental Commissioners the Gov-
Erfnient have to look very carefuliy into
the matter themselves, and as the in-
formation is voluminous this takes time.
Present opinion is that the lowest teu-
ders will succeed. The three commission-
ers who reported in favor of the lowest
tenders were emphatically of opinion
that this was the only course open to
them. They were convinced that Mr. .J,
D. MacArthur, in one case, and Messrs.
Hogan & Macdonald, in the other, were
men of substance, well able to carry out
their obligations. What these are cyt
readily be seen when it is stated that
the total cost of the two contracts will
be in the neighborhood of twenty mil-
lion dollars. €o large and costly a plant
will be required that no ordinary con-
tractor could undertake the work. Na-
turally there will be a good deal of sub-
letting, more especially as owing to the
limited time the contracts will have to
be rushed. Tt is thought the next sec-
tion for which tenders will be called will
be east and west of the point to the
north of Lake Nepigon. A company has
already been charterd to build north-
ward from lLake Superior. paralleling
Take Nepigon, and this will form a
valuable feeder to the Transcontinental,
The distance between Lake Superior and
Takd Nepigon is about forty miles, and
if this were built supplies for the con-
struefion of the Transcontinental could
be transported northward for the re-
mainder of the journey across the latter
streteh of water. Tt is likely that an
application for aid for the Nepigon Rail-
way will be made during the present ses-
sion of Parlinment. The aid sought for
will be a guarantee of honds.

Hon. W. 8. Fielding Out Again.

Mon. W. 8. TFielding made his first
appearance at the Council yesterday
since his accident of some weeks ago.
The Tinance JMlinister has te use
erutehes, but was in excelient spirits.
He leoked a little pale, as the result of
hiz confinemeni. to the house. His col-
leagues greeted him very cordially, and
one and all expressed their delight at
seeing him out again.

Immigration Act Amendament.

Hon, Frank Oliver’s bhill to amend ho
immigration act, of which notice has
heen given, provides for many important
changes. most of which are designed :o
vender it more difficult for undesirable
immigrants to locate in Canada. An
arrangement has heen come to with the
immigration authorities of the United
States in accordance with which citizens
of cither country of the vagrant or
criminal classes who cross the border will
be taken back when couducted to ihe
internationa) boundary line,  This reci-
procity holds good for_twelve months
from the time that the undesivables ar-
rive in Canada, The following new
clanse makes provision for the mainten-
ance of persons deported but refused en-
trance into the country from which they
came : “Whenever an immigrant oy other
person is found in Canada contrary to
‘the provisions of this act, and on depor-
‘tation is refused entry into the country
"from which he came, on the ground of
his wnot being a subject or citizen of
that country. he shall on his veturn to
Canada, if a eriminal, be subject fo deien-
tion in any jail named by the Minis-
ter, ar otherwise in some hospital or
other institution with which arrange-
ments for his detention exist, at the ex-
ipense of the munijcipality in Canada of
which he was last a regular resident, or
il he be a vagrant or tramp, or if there
e no sueh municipality, then at the ex-
ipense of the Department of the Interior
"untii his case he finally disposed of by
Ale Minister.”

Railway Companies Also.

Railway and {ransporiation compan-
ies are brought,under the provisions of
the act to the same extent as steamship
companies, the clause \\'iLh' respect o
thém reading as follows :—“Al railway
ur transportation companies  bringing
cemigrants from any foreign country in-
1o Canada shall be suliject, mutatis mut-
andis, to all the provisions aud condi-
tions set forth in this act, or in any
order in Couneil, proclumation or regn-
lation made thereunder with respect to
emigrants brought to Canada by vessel
in like manner amd to the same extent
i as are the owners of such vessel, and ail
persons employing immigrants  brought
into Canada by such  companies  shall
«imilarly be liable to the penalties for
ihe violation of this act, or any order in
Council or regulation made under it, as if
such fimmigrants had bheen brought in by
vessel,”

Deportation Provided For.
The deportation of destitule or crim-

inal immigrants is thus provided for :
“YWhenever in Canada an immigrant has
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within one year of his landing in Can-
uda committed a crime involving moral
turpitude or become an inmate of a jail
or hospital or other charitable institu-
tion, it shall be the duty of the clerk on
seeretary of the municipality forthwith

to notify the Minister thereof with full
particulars,  On the receipt of such in-
formation the Minister may, on investi-
gating  the facts, order the deportation
of such immigrant, at his own cost and
charges if he bo able to pay, and, if not,
then at the cost of the municipality.
wherein he has lust been a regular resi-
dent, when so ordered by the Minister,
and if he be a vagrant or tramp, or if
there be no sueh municipality, then at
the cost of the Department of the Inter-
for.  Bvery such immigrant shall be car-
ried to the port from which he came to
Canadn at the cost of the owner of the
vessel which brought him to Canada. In
case he were brought in to Canada by a
railway company, such company shall
similarly convey him from the muniei~
pality or lecality whence he is to be de-
ported to  the country wlenco he was
brought.”

Definitions Made Plain. ¢

Other sections of the bill make the
word “passenger” more definite and tha
words “ship” or “vessel” more compre-
hensive, defines what is a port of entry,
and confers general powers upon tha
Minister for the appointment of various
officers,  Provision is made for the ap-
pointment of a« Board of Tuquiry to denl
with appeals against deportation, The
old law is made more strict with respect
to interferonce with female immigrants
by oflicers or membera of the crew of o
vessel. ‘The period of delay on board n
vessel after arriving at port is reduced
from 48 to 24 hours, The landing of
passengers and baggage is made subject
to the orders of the immigralion agent,
who is to fix reasonable hours for the
same, The need for the new act is
urgent, the present law having been
framed thirty years ago and being whol-
ly unsuited to present conditions. ’

Opposition Made Wrong Move.

'The Opposition are trying to make it
appear that they have Leen deliberately
thwarted in tho effort to get informa-
tion as to the composition of the North
Atlantic Trading Company. The troubls
is that they went $he wrome wicy whsv
the business, and after two days’ talk
did, on the suggestion of their Liberal
colleaguies, what they should have done
at flrst.  Lord Strathcona, Canadinn
High Commissioner, is probably fully
aware who the steamship agents are that
compose the company and reccive
bonuses from the Government. Whati
more easy, when the matter first
came up, than to have asked authority
from either the Agricultural Committes
or the Committee on Public Accounts to
cable the High Commissioner to send
any information in his possession about
the company ? Doubtless full details
would have been received in the course
of a couple of hours. Instead of taking
this course, however, two days wera
wasted in trying fo obtain from the
Superintendent of Tmmigration informgp-
tion which he said he did not possess.,

Notes. ) ~

The Minister of Agriculture has ap-
pointed JMr. Wolverton of Brandon to
be Superintendent of the Experimental
Farm there. His qualifications are ex-
ceptional, and ihe choice is regarded as
excellent in every way. The former sup-
erintendent was Mr, Bedford, who re-
signed to go farming,

A close season has been established in
Lake Winnipegosis and its tributaries
and Take Dauphin from 1st April to
30th November each year inclusive,

Incorporation by letters patent has
been granted o H. J. Wright, H. T..,
Hughes, R. Credicott, W, J. Gilehrist,
H. Toynbee and C. G. Locke, Torounto,
as the Central Realty Company. The
capital stock is $150,000. )

TWhen the Railway Commission visib
Tornte on the 17th inst., they will
consider a complaint by the Board of
Trade vegarding diserimination in rail-
way rates. :

C. 8. Taggart, a well-known Ottawan,
died lnst night.
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