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NORTH ATLANTIC
- TRADING GONTRAGT.,

Debate on Mr. Foster’s Reso-
_ lution Continued.

HOT SHOT FOR THE MOVER

NMr. Crawford and -Mr. A7 K
Maclean Direct the Guns.

Mr. Gunn of South Huron and Mr.
Fowler Represent the Oppasition—
Aid for San Francisco Sufferers Re-
fused With Thanks,

{Special Despatch to The Globe.)

Ottawa, April 26.—The division on Mr.
Foster’s amendment censuring the Gov-
ernment in connection with the North
Atlantic Trading Company’s contract
will not take place until Tuesday. Mr.
Borden, leader of the Opposition, wha
has been abseut for a few days, will by
then have returned from his native Pro-

vince down by the sea, where he has
Leen on business. Tho debate to-day was
continued with unabated vigor on both
wides. The speech of Mr. A. K. Mae-
lean (Lunenburg, N.S8.), a young mem-
ber, who seldom occupies the time of the
House, was the distinctive feature of to-
day’s debate, and established his reputa-
tion as a keen and effective debater of
good Parlinmentary style and oxcellent
delivery. Other speakers were Mr, Craw-
ford (Portage la Prairie), Mr. Gunmn
(South Huron), and Mr. G. W. Fowler
(King’s and Albert). This afternoon Mr.
Fielding brought down_a communication
from the British Minister at Washington,
thanking the Canadian Parlinment for
the grant for the San Francisco suffer-
erg, and conveying the intimation thata
conclusion had been reached that out-
side assistance was not needed. Mr.
Fielding added that the vote would be
taken anyway, in ease changing circum-
stances might render it necessary.

Names Torn Off Contract.

Mr. Foster this afternoon called at-
tention to the fact that in the return
brought down in July last purporting
to be a copy of the contract with the
North Atlantic Trading Company the
bottom of the page bem‘iu% the signa-
tures of the President and Sccretary of
the company and the corporate seal had
been torn off. He asked that the orig-
ingl contract be brought down.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier replied that e
could not produce the original contract,
because he learned on inquiry lo-day
that the documents were in the custody
of a committer of the House, where
they had been at the disposal of the Op-
position for some weeks past. .

Mr. Fielding had some recollection of
a suggestion having been made last
gession, when the Government objected
to give the names, that the contract
might be brought down without  the
names. - He had, however, shown o
copy of the contract to Mr. Borden,
leader of the Opposition, and some
other members of the Opposition.

Mr. Foster sald he would not dispute
Mr. Fielding’s impression of the sug-
gestion of last year, but his I:ecullcction
was that the Opposition objected and
demanded that the mnames be given.
However. he would not press the mat-
ter further,

San Francisco Relief Refused.

Hon. Mr. Ficlding submitted for the
fnformation of the House the following
despatch recelved from Sir Mortimer
Durdnd, British Ambassador at \V{}uh‘
ington, addressed to the Governor-Gen-
eral :—"United States Government re-
quests to convey to Canadian Govern-
ment expression of th¥ir deepest grati-
tude and most profound appreciation of
magnificent contribution by Canadian
Government for relief of distressed eciti-
zens of San Francisco.” The Govern-
ment i3 assured that the Canadian Gov-
ernment will undorstand that they ap-
precinte the generous action mone the
less highly because of the conclusion
they have reaghed that outside assist-
ance will be unnecessary.”

Mr. Fielding said as Boon as the
House unanimously intimated its approv-
al of the vote, the intervention of the
British Ambassador to convey the in-
timation of the intention of Parliament
was secured, with the result shown by
the message. However, the Govern-
ment would ask Parlinment, now that
the vote had been brought down in due
.course, to approve of the item, so that
should circumstances arise to cause the
United States Government to change its
views upon the question. the money
would be available. |

Opposition Threat Resented.

Mr. Crawford (Portage In Prairie),
who resumed the debate on Mr. Foster’s
want of confidence motion in connection
with the contract with the North At-
Jantic Trading Company,’ resented the
threats by Mr. George Taylor, chief
Whip of the Opposition, and other
speakers on that side, that the House
would be kept in session the whole year.
He gave the Opposition notice that the
Government members were better trb}a
to endure the inconvenience and strain
of a prolonged session.

slinging, he warned them it was a pgnme
at which they were at a dlsn(.l\:nntnge,
so far as the supply of ammunition was
aoncarned, because if the GoYcrnxrlnnt
supporters wanted fo retort in
they found a much larger supply of ma-
terial at their disposal in the mud hole
furnished by the Conservative record

The Opposi- ,
tion having started a campaign of mud-

kind,

than the Opposition could ever hope to
find available for their eampaign. Turn-
ing to the consideration of the question
of immigration, Mr. Crawford displayed
the sanguine characteristics which ani-
mate the western members whenever
the question of development of the west
is touched upon, and waxed eloquent
upon the beneficial results which had
attended the immigration policy of the
present Government. He contrasted
the condition of stagnation in settlement
prior to 1886 with the™ rapid home-
steading which had marked recent years.
An examination of the record demon-
strated the utter inability of the Con-
servative Government to appreciate the
needs of the west, and formulate a pol-
fey which would convert the silent
prairies into smiling farms, teeming
with life and musical with the notes of
agricultural industry. The bonuses
paid on selected immigrants under the
contract with the North Atlantic Trad-
ing Company were not too high.
grent deal had been said by the Oppo-
sition spenkers about “undesirable’” im-
migrants, but the department had not
paid any bonus upon that class, and Mr.
Crawford combatted the svggestion that
ull continental immigration is undesir-
able.  Mr. Crawford criticized the for-
mer Government for their Jand policy
from 1879 down, citing the arrangement
with the C.P.R., which tied up a strip
of land ten miles wide across the
country from settlement. If Canadn
could get good settlers from the Euro-
pean continent for $5 a head we should,
get them.

Mr. Gunn Called to Order.

Mr. Gunn (South Huron) spoke briefly
in criticism of the “suspicious circum-
stances” in connection with the North
Atlantic  Trading  Company  con-
tract. lle proceeded to quote from Mr.!
Smart's cvidence before the Agriculture,
Committee when he was called to order,
as the report was not before the Flouse. |
Mr. Speaker supported the objections,,
but subsequently allowed him to proceed
when it was shown that the evidence
had been submitted. Mr. Gunn, how-
ever, admitted being  disconcerted by
the objections made, and concluded by
praisinug Mr. Foster. “If there is one
public man in this country that T admire
more than another it is the hon. gentle-
man who introduced this amendment.”

Plan to Injure Reputation.

}  Mr. A, K. Maclean (Lunenburg) vig-,
. orously replied. e said therc wius an

! organized plan in the Opposition to in-

jure the reputation of membets on the
Government side. Tn discussing the pre-
sent contract their speeches had been
wmarked by misstatements and conceal-
ments. Tt had been made abundantly
clear that the payments to the company
were not remitted directly to Mr, Pros-
ton, but to  Mr. TPreston and
Lord Stratheona jointly. Mr, Mne-
lean continued the debate after din-
ner, and pointed out that Mr. Foster!
had earned the applause of the Oppo-
sition and had misled the country by.
leading them to helieve that $1,000 had
been sent to Mr. Preston personally on
nccount of the North Atlantic Trading
Company, and that Mr. Preston handled
the money. All the evidence showed that !

Mr. Preston had not handled any;
money  on  Dbehalf  of the Gov-|
ernment.  Mr. Maclean charged that'

Mr, Foster and Mr. Northrup and other
Opposition speakers had, when purport-
ing to quote from documents made an'
effort to conceal the truth. Mr. Foster
had read from the contract that the!
company were only to “carry on an edu- |
cative work”” and pave the impression'
that any kind of educative work would
fill the bill by neglecting to quote the |
remainder of the sentence, “to promote
emigration to Canada and to make
known the advantages offered hy Canada
for’ settlers.” Mr. Northrup had quoted
in the House a lettor from Mr. Smart
to Mr. W. T. R; Preston, and comment-
ed upon a reference in the letter to
“your company” as. proof that Mr.
Smart ‘was eognizant of Mr, Preston’s
connection with the North Atlantie
Trading Company. Mr. Maclean said he
had searched the files, and from begin-
ning to end no such letter addressed to
Mr. Preston by Mr. Smart was to be
found. There was, however, & letter ad-:
dressed by Mr. Smart to the North At-'
lantie Trading Company, an estirely dif-
ferent thing. Tle was reluctant to he-
lieve Mr. Northrup wonld willingly mis-
lead the House in the matter.

Mr. Foster's Insinuation.

| Mr. Foster hind insinunted that Mr.
Sifton, Mr. Smart and Mr, Preston were
all lengued together to rob the treasury
of this country. The meanest subjnct of
the land could he hired for a money con-'
sideration to slander the purest in the

, country. (Cheers.) “You can go around

the slums of a city or the barrooms,
where ignorant, ugfortunate humanity
live, and you will find it is a very usual
thing every day for such people to slan-
der those who are very much better than
themselves,” said Mr, Maclean. “I sub-
mit it is a fair proposition that a mere
slanderous attack by any one member
upon another proves nothing, and that
the obligation rests upon any member
of this Parliament when he charges an
ex-Minister of the Crown with maifeas-
ance of office that he should at least
invoke the machinery of Parliament and
afford himself an opportunity to make
good the charge.” (Cheers.) Something
had changed the nature of Mr. Foster
since 1806. Before that time, Mr. Mue-
lean said, he had been informed the ex-
Minister of Finance was sometimes scen
to smile. but since then he was some-
thing like an old English King, who af-
ter a certain unfortunate event was never
geen to smile again. Mr. Foster since
1806 had been always moroge and sul-
len, and was apparently constantly re-
peating to himself :

“The time is out of joint; oh, cursed

spite,

That ever T was born to set it right.”
(Cheers and Laughter.)

Mr. Foster when Minister of Finance
had charge of the Insurance Department,
and when he was in need of a position
the Union Trust Company, which is
practically the  Independent Order
of TForesters, by which it is con-
trolled, and whose funds it handles,
offered him the position of man-
ager. Mr. Foster had thrown suspicion
upon the North Atlantic Trad-
ing Company, because Mr. Smart
had, as Deputy Minister of the
Jnterior, Dusiness relations with it.
It would be, Mr. Maclean said,
just as fair and honorable for him to
say that Mr. TFoster had been given o
position in the Union Trust Company
because fie had, as Minister of Finance,
winked one eve at some business trans-
actions of the LOF. and in so doing

| was preparing a_bed for himself when

disnster fell upon his party. (Cheers.)
It was probably true that Mr, Smart
would have never become agent for the
N. A, T. Company if he had not first
been Deputy Minister of the Interior,
and it was fully true that if Mr. Foster
lad never been Finance Minister he
would never have had business relations
with the LOF, and would never have
heen invited to manage the Union Trust
Company.  (Cheers.) Mr. Smart had
burned his private correspondence when
moving -away from Toronto. Me chal-
lenged Mr. Foster to say he had never
destroyed any of his private correspond-
ence received hetween 1882 and 1896.

Lord Strathcona Posted.

Instead of Mr. Smart and Mr, Pres-
ton having made the contract with the
N. A. T. Company in secrecy, ns atated
by the members of the Opposition, Mr.
Maeclean quoted a letter from Lord
Strathcona, who, it was apparent from
the correspondence, knew cvery stage of
the negotintions und approved of the
contract, the essential feature of which
was suggested by him, Lord Strathcona
wrote to Mr. Sifton, approving of the
contract, and impressed upon the Min-
ister that the contrict “must be very
confidentinl, and that on no account
should it be made public.” Mr. Maclean
accused Mr. Yoster of misvepresenting
the terms of the contract, and said that,
in fairness, he should hand back the
aplause he phad received under false pre-
tences. The company had to carry on
an_educational propnganda. e admit-
ted the difficulty of tracing the results
of that propaganda in immigrants arriv-
ing, and made an analogy fvith the case
of Mr. Foster, who, when he was at one
tima employed to give temperance lec-
tures, if- he had heen requested to pro-
duce the proof of his work, would have
had to go out testing the breaths of
the men who had signed the pledge.
(Laughter.) Mr. Maclean maintained
that such a contract as the North At-
lantie Trading Company’s, properly en-
forced, would be a good thing for the
country.

Mr. George WV, Fowler (King’s, N.B.)
entered into an explanation of the land
deal to which Mr. Duncan Ross had re-
ferred a few days ago, in which several
Opposition members figured. Mo said
they bought the land from the C. P. R.
at the market prices in open market. .

“On a Siftonian busis ?” asked a Lih-
eral member,

“Not on a Siftonian basis,” Mr, Fowler
replied; “we paid for it ourselves; the
country did not pay for it.”  (Oppo-
sition cheers.)  TRecently, Mr. Fowler
said, a friendly suit had been instituted
to determine the righls of the parties
under the original contract. Mr. Fow-
ler denied that Mr. Foster was respons.
ible for the difference which was being
ventilated in the courts between himself
and Mr. Pope on one hand, and Mr, Ben-
nett, Mr. Lefurgey and Mr. Pencher on
the other. The only connection Mr.
Foster had with the matter was as an
officer of the Great West Tand Company,
which was in no way interested in the
dispute. But the Liberal members had
gone with a muck-rake to get something
with which to attack the member for
North Toronto, and Mr. Fowler held the
Premier responsible for the lowering of
the tone and dignity of the House by his
followers, becauso he sat placid and sil-
ent, The Right Hon. gentleman was ro
drunken with the insolence of power,
fed by the flattery of his followers and
supported by a slavish press, that he
thought the people shanld only speak to
him with bowed head and bated breath.
If members of the Opposition chose to
enter upon such o campaign some spicy
and sensational thinga could be said
about the members on the Government
side, from the Prime Minister down to
the back benches. Mr. Fowler charged
that the Government’s poliey was re.
sponsible for the fact that the Yukon
had not half the population it had a few
years apo,ond that the revenue did not
nearly pay for the administration, which
the Territory shonld do. The Minister of
the Interior had, after defending the
contract for two hours, announced that
e had cancelled the contract. That
gentleman evidently had a streak of
honesty left, and would not allow this
eontract to remain longer in the office:
it so - smelled to heaven he could nn
Jonger stand its presence.  He opposed
the contruct with the North Atlantic
Trading Company as immoral, inasmuch
as the company were not required to do
anvthing to earn the bonus which they
elnimed from  the Government. The
Opposition had hrought un this questfon
and pursued it, in spite of the efforts to
hurk inquivy byythe full foree of the
Ciovernment majorily, encouraged there-
to by the Prime Minister, who waa
himself responsible,

At 11 o’clock Mr, Miller moved the ad-
Journment of the debnte.

Refore the ITouse adjourned Sir Wil-
frid Taurler, replving to Mr. Foster, in-
dirated that as Triday was an inconven
fent day to eonclude the debate, the Gov-
ermment, bills wonld be taken up to-mor-
row. The division on Mr: Toster’s
amendment. will therefore not be takenm
junti! Tuesday.,
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