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The as=a;

sinations of the past few days have sure-
Iy made it clear that some special treatment must be
meted out to those foreigners who abuse the privilege

of living in [Capada Dy perpefrating mokt vecklexs'

and uncalled-tor  homicides.  Over and over again
people of . this class have uzed the knife or the pistol
with fatal yesult in one or other of our large cities.

Three such. jnstances havt oceurred within a few

day~ in Montreal, und the t:].‘mnccs ‘seewm favoralle to
the perpetrators of the murders heing able to evade

the penalties due to their erimes,

Fortunately one may now suggest speeial treat.
ment of the TItalian criminals; becawse this hag been
reeommuended by the new Ialian Consut-General tor
Canada,  After spending some time in the Uniued
Dy, Reelsi in position to spealk with
knowledge based on personal “observation, and he has
done =0 without, reaerve for publication, He draws
a sharp distinetion lietween ftalians of the eriminal
class -and Italians who come to thiz country 1o work
on wiilways and other public works. The lattor are
seldom eriminals either in Italy or in Awmeriea, while
the former are drawn from the acam of . the popula-
He

i i

03,

canse they are elogely watched by the police.  In this
conntry, mul- not withont reason, Hu:y think they
n commit any sort of erime with impunity, believing
it praectically for' English-speaking or
Frenchespeaking people to find evidence that would
secure a convietion,

impossible

Dr. Seelsis recommendation i= {he employment of
ftalian detectives, and it seems to Le based on com-
mon sense. e advises that they be well paid, so that
tiey may not he tempted to accept bribes, and that

they be physically strong,

50 a3 to be able {o handle
of the eriminal elass, A
prominent  Ralinn layman of Montreal, who iz a
bankev and an. employer of lulmr.ﬁd\'i’».f-ﬂ imprison-
ment and  fogging instead of fines.  MHe says the
ftalian criminal does not mind a fine, but imprison-
ment with bard Jaboy, and Boggivy Jor a second of-
fence, would do much to bring about the suppression
of erimes of violence. There is wo reacon to doubt
the soundness of this opinion. The man who stabs
or shoots auother is almost, invariably a cownrd, aud
the coward instinctively shrinks trom physical pain,
to say uothing of the stimma inflicted by this pen-
alty.

Some security 1ov society would be afforded by con-
go unnrmed.  In some cases the
homicidal evime is due to a sudden impulse and tlie
fact that the weapon ix at hand,

ther  felow-countrymen

straining ftalians to

It may seem in-
vidious Lo siugle out a certain cluss f‘nfdi»:xrn_mmonh
Lut something mnal be tried, and there is nothing het-
This done
under the Taws of the Dominlon and of this Provines
that forbitt the yarrying of weapois In the vieinity of
public works in process of construction.

ter than eenfiscating their weapons, ix

The safety

¥3 they do not often’

1
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e
of the community is the highest law, and the sooner
this maxim is acted on the better for all elasses, 'in-
cluding the eriminals themselves.
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