TAKE. AWAY. KNI¥ES)

LOCAL ITALIANS SHOULD FOLLOW | &
GOOD ADVICE s

o

GIVEN BY CHIEF: JUSTICE SIR|¢
W. MULOCK A

[evpey

At -the Steel Plant Many. Italians|,
Have Been Disarmed by the
.Officials There. i

P

It would be well if our local Italian _l‘
Colony would take to heart the ad- o
vice of Sir Wiilliam Mulock, and de-
cide to not carry weapons. Sir Wildam],
recently sentenced a young Italian,|s
Grecco, to death for murder. He had (T
had a knife ly and had used it inh
a fit of T A

An ofiial at the steel plant  tells
the Star t, contrary to the general
opinion, Italians are mnot quarrel- .
some. The trouble is they have  not|>
been taught 1o use their fists in a P
fight, as Anglo Saxons do," and " the |

t msjority of their stabbing ai-
rays are not serious, and are not -in-|s
tel to be. o b

“We have token dozens of knives |z
from: Italians at the’ steel’ plant;* ¢
said the official, *‘and Q.bez ve them |d

good naturedly eno V/h fact
& do not object’ at/all itfall are|)
treated alike. ‘You taka my knife;

said, and it expresses<the whole -
inp‘ As long as all knives are taken
no one objects.' B

Chief Justice Mulock’s letter should |
be brought .to the attention of thel,
t
e

Italians here. It was addressed by his
Lordship to Mr. Scarrone, the court
interpreter ¢

“Dear Sir,—In view of the awiul|y
consequence of Guiseppe Grecco hav-|g
ing & knife in his possession at thg|;
moment when he felt an impulse to I
attack Reizzo, I would ask you tof,
take steps for the organization of a
moment among the Italians of Ham-
ilton and vicinity, having for its|l
adoption by them of a determination |*
to cease’to carry knives, or any other
weapons that might be used to the in-|:

L
1
ury.of others. 9 " 3
y *No one in Canada the right to !
take the law into his own hands, and |*
when o man so. transgresses ho hot |
only does wrong to another but
brings down serious consequences . on
his own head. - Your fellow-country-
men, having in’ their veins the *hot
blood of the south, are cmotional, and

easily excifed, and frequently; acting

upon the impulse of the ‘moment,
make use of weapons at hand to in-
jufe others. -One of the “results of
such criminal practice is to prejudice

Italians in the minds of all law-abid-
ing citizens. No.responsible Canadians
carry revolvers, knives or other weap- |}
ons. They know the law of Canada
will take carc of their rights, . and
your fellow-countrymen should follow

this example and abandon the tarry-

ing of rous weapons as being un-
awlul and unnccessary.

*In ‘some parts of Canada I have
n told many classes of workmen

ecline to wotk along with Italians,

lest, on some trifling occasions, when
passion is aroused, the latter ‘may
make unlawful use of the knife. If

a fecling like this takes possession of

the country it may frequently prevent

Italians obtaining employment and

reby scriously prejudice their inter-

[

ests.
“If such a sentiment becomes estab-
lished in Canada it will in all proba-
bility spread to the United States and
in this do untold injury to the Ital-
lians themselves. At this moment their
unfortunate = compatriot, ' Guiseppe
Grecco is lying under the shadow of
death in the Hamilton jail, awaiting
{the day of cxecution. In due time his
case will come ‘before the Governor-
|in-Council for consideration, and I ob-
serve from the publi¢ press that Mr.
O'Reilly, his counsel, intends appeal-
ing to ahe Governor-in-Council for a
commutation of the sentence. The de-
cision to be reached rés€s with the
Exccutive alone. T

“Do your.countrymen desire 13¥ save
Guiseppe  Greeco's life ? - If they do
it occurs 10 me that when’ Grecco's
|case comes up for consideration by his
| Exéellency the Governor-in-Council, if
1it were “shown thaf Grecco'S fellow-
| countrymen had organized a movement
y (Mtsbg:uiqn_o‘,t_he practice which
| has” brought him under sentence of
death, and had individually pledged
1 'y P
| themselves to further such movement
1 m precept and example, they might in
]

s way strengthen the 1 fora
commutation of the death sentence,
ps turn the in his

| favor.

I therefore would urge you, without
delay, to_bring this _most important
matter before your fellow-countrymen,
with a view 10 a,consideration of the
|question, and I would ask you to as-
sure them that in my - opinion their
adoption of the course above suggest-

:u in every respect to their ndJ
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@ 1 )Youn‘_ faithfully,
MULOCK.”
R e,
5 the t,
amilton, Ont. ‘“, '
Su!;r has rdplied to Sir Wil-
My , thanking his Lordshi
bebalf of s of Hnniltmp{
will  be

£



