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A TAX ON FOREIGN LABOR.

While there will be general approval of the
attitude of the Cnnudinn Federation of Labor
‘against” International and United States trades
unions operating in Cnnuda thelr proposal to tax
imported .Jabor will be nnyt_mng but acceptable
to employers. This is pérhaps the first effort of
a labor organization to se:cm\e a share in the pro-
tection accorded employers. The tariff is design-
ed to favor those who sell goods and buy labor,
but the Canadian- Federation.wants it extended
so as to favor those who sell -labor and buy
goods. The demand is made for a tax on labor
imported by non-Canadian companies only. This
would seem on its face to afford: butasmall meas-
‘ure of protection.  If out tariff ‘on goods applied

only on imports by. allens In the Dominion it would
give but a small measure of protection to the man-
ufacturers,” Bt if the non- Canadmn companles
designated Include all that have sLockholders out-
side the Domlhlon ‘they would ‘make a large cle-
ment in‘the employlng community. - The tariff
on goods puts the séller of labor at a serious. dis-
advantage. 1f increases the cost-of every line of
supplies. ' By so doing it lessens the consumption
of goods, lessens ‘the demand for labor, lowers
wages, and makes - employment “more. pre-
carious.

To put the sellet of labor on an eguality with
the buyer it would be necessary to impose the
average tariff rate on the prospective earnings of
every incoming seller of labér. No union has
ever seriously suggested anything- so far-reach-
ing. The workman sells his labor in an abso-
lutely free trade market. Whether the competing
workman is brought-in or comes_\'dluntarlly, the
effect: of his competition is the same. -Goods are
all brought in and never come automatically, so
they are always taxed. Trades unions have gone
50 far as to demand restrictions on that portion
of the labor import that is. brought in. Now
the Canadian Federation asks that the restriction
take the form'.of a tariff impost, but’ does not
ask its extension beyond lhat bxought in by non-
Canadian companies.” A

There is .,no prospect of any such, tax being
imposed. : The present exclusion of fonelgn 1abor
under contract: xlghtly 1)revents the growing up of
undesirable conditions and aftords workmen a
measure of compensatory pxotectlon Such disa-
bilities as they suffer should be corrected not by|
lmposlng new lnxations and - restrictions, but by
granting relief from’ lhose alrendy In existence.
The workmen'shéuld-be relieved: by -the remmal'
of existing. taxation, and not compensated by new
imposts dlmcult of apphtatlon and .uncertain ln|
results. The demand of the Canadian Federation’
is not unnatura] consldeﬂng -the économic sys-!
tem in offération, but’ ‘thé prganization will achleve
more 1a] g results hy. seekihg to lessen mther'
than to lngrease the tésttaints on natural develop:
ment in trade, industry, and immigration.
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