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Ralph Connor’'s

O one can visit the Conadian
N west- and remaln indiffer-

ent to the advent of  the
swarms of Slavic people commonly
known. to us as Galiclans. Upwards

of one hundred thousand have come,
bringing thelr strong bodies and ready
hands, but hot blood, a strange tongue
and minds that in problems of gov-
ernment and principles of Justice are
centurjes behind the western world.
The importance of this sltuation na-
tlonnl‘ly makes us greet as a great
Canadian novel “Ralph Connor's” new.
o5t book, “Th= Iforcigner,” for hie has
interpieted this problem’ "with® the
heart of a missionary and the insight
of a statesman (Westminster Publish-
ing Co.).

It is not only a story of keen human
interest, but it is a soclologlcal docu-
ment. It is u reveiation of the wes-
tern lifc of to-day and a few Years
back as it affects two great races,
namely, the Galicians, who have come
from afar, and the Canadians, already
there. It iIs a call to a higher appre-
ciation of the responsibilities’ of na-
tion-making, a duty that means so
much for the future, and yet is so apt
to be overlooked In the desire for a
heavy wheat crop, or a quick turn-

over on a new._ townsite lot. It is, as
well, a story of unbroken human in-

terest, @ considerable advance on
some of this author’s recent work.
“Qut. of breeds diverse in tra-
ditlon, in ideals, in speech, and
in manner of life, Saxon and
Slav, Teuton, Celt and Gaul, one

The blood

people is being made. 0
strains.of great races will mingle in
the LIood of a race greater than the
greatest of them all” Sc says the
author, In his optimistic preface.

‘¥n Winnipeg's North Side.

. The principal character in “The
Forelgner” - is Kalman Kalmar, a
young Galiclan, who as the story
opens, in the. early eightles, is
a boy of eight with his poverty-
stricken mother and elder sister
in the crowded north side of Winnlpes.
In his description of life there and
farther west Dr. Gordon is again the
merciless realist, his pages redolent of
drinking, fighting and Southron 1lust.
It is to be hoped his picture of Gal-
fcian ‘life ‘in Winnipeg, if not an -ex-
aggeration, Is an lsolated instance.

he same hope may even be ex-
pressed in-regard to the life described
on the Night Hawk Ranch in Saskat-
chewan, for the debauchery of Jack
French and his man Mackenzie is not
a credit to a country of churches and
cnlightenment.: :

To céme back to the story: Kal-
man and his mother are in the clut-
ches of another Russian, Rosenblatt,
who appropriates the money sent out
by the woman’'s husband for her keep,
and forces her to take in lodgers to
thé number of twenty-five.. fn her
two-roomed shack, and overflow even
into her own bedroom. The condi-
tions described are revolting, and into
the drunken frenzy. of u wedding feast
com;&-unexgectedu" Pau!lna's hus,
band, wi the inevitable —vesult 0’
vengeance, jail and a general melee.
Here {8 a’ glimpse ‘of this scene-of fes-
tivity in Winnipeg:—

And This in ‘Canada!?

In the main room dance and seng reeled
on In uproarious bilarity.” 1Iuo the base-
ment befow, foul and fetid, men stood
packed cloge, drinking while they could.
Tt was for the foreigner an hour of rare
opportunity. The heer kegs stood open
and there were plenty of mugr about. In
the dim light of a smoky lantern the
swaring, crowd. here singing In  maudiin
vhorus.- there' fighting savagely to pay off
okl scares ‘or'to avenge *fiew insults. pro-
sented i nadseating spectacle. | o

Kalmar, ‘the wrongéd husband of
Paulina, had entered- the pleasant
gathering “in, disguise;, and" before the
police took charge had killed a Polak
and badly wounded. Rosenblatt. But
Rosenblatt was not killed: and he
lived to do tnuch moie - infury, to the
house of Kalmar.” One day young
Irma, ‘Paulina’s daughter, threw off
her sheepskins and heéad shawl and
became a Canadian girl of bewitching
heauty. When Sprink. Rosenblatt's
fecretary, attempted to kiss her, Kal-
man rushed to her aid and was near-
1y killed by the older vampire, Hence-
forth the scene of interest is in Sas-
katch'ewan. for Kalman. was sent to
the Night Hawk Ranch by his friend
and protector, Mrs. French, Jack
French's sister-in-law, and old flame.
The early years on the ranch were
full of trial and discouragement for
Kalman; owing to the rancher's sui-
len dissipations unti! his perlodical
case of whiskey was exhausted. Un-
far the Influence of French when sob-
er and from frequent contact with
Rrown, a voluntary. altruistic sort of
home missionary and doctor at the

Lerted ltself to the utmost limit of

cdge of a nearby Galician colony,
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““The Foveigner”'

however, he grew in mind and evolv-
ed In ideals. His turn came when ho
discovered a coal mine and, better
still. the love-lit eves and golden ‘hair
of the daughter.of a wealthy Scotch-
man seeking investments. The step
seemed a long one, but the transfor-
mation of Kalman from the dirty
newsboy in Winnipeg to manager of
the Night Hawk coal mine ‘and son-
In-law of Sir Robert Menzies does not:
seem unreasonable, and is a fine socio-
logical study. The end was ' not
achieved,” however, ‘without ~ wmore
trouble with Rosenblatt, and one day
there was a killing off of characters
that reminds one of a Shakespearian
tragedy.

Steps in -Assimliation.

Apart from the main thread of the
story several.characters and incidents
are of more than' pussing ~interest.
When Kalmar, the Russian Nihilist,
departing for fourteen years in pend-
tentiary for the -north side brawl,
asked a fellow-Nihilist to wipe out
Rosenblatt,’ Joseph Pinkas replied:—
“Master, this Is n new country. All
that we left behind. That _is__all
well for Russia, but not for Canada.
Here we do not take the oath to
kilL™ .

The influence of existing forces for
Canadianizing the foreligners is well
fllustrated . in the case of Simon Kel-
zel t— N

Itis rapid transforination iuto Canadian
citizenship he owed chiefly to his little
dnughter Margaret. It was Margaret that
taught him his Buglish, as she conned over
lier lessons with him In the cvenings.
It was Margaret who earried home from
the little dethodist mission near by the
fllustrated paper and the library book, and
thus set him a-reading. It was Margaret
that Lrought both Simon and Lena, his
wife, to the social gnthering of the Sun-
day school znd of the chureh. It was
thus te little Margaret that the Ketzels
owed thelr introduction to Canadian life
and mgnoers and to the finer sides of
Cenadian religion.  And through little
Margaret 1t was that those greatest of all
Canadianizing irnfluences, the school and
the mission, made thelr impact upon the
hearts and the home of the Ketzel
family.

Another type worthy of immortality
in these pages Is embodied In
Sam Macmillan, the freighter,
who preceded the railway on the
Edmonton trall., He possessed &
picturesque vocabulary of profanity,
which he used especially when the
horses mired in a sleugh. On one oc-
casion an Anglican Bishop who was a
passenger implored him to desist, say.
ing the horses did not need it to urge
them on.

“Just as you say, your Riverence.”
replied Sam. *I ain’t hurried this trip,
and we'll do our best.”

At the next sleugh the experiment
was tried. Ordinary language was us-
ed, but the horses did not budge, A
half hour passed, with no results.

“It is growing late, Mr. Macmillan,
and it looks like rain. Something must
be done,” sald tha Bishop.

“It does that, your Lordship, but
the brutes won't pull half their own
weight without I speak to them in the
way they are used to.”

Another half hour and a similar
conversation. Then the Bishop gave

in.

-“Well, well, Mr. Macmillan, we must
get on. Do as you think best, but I
take ho responsibility In the matter.”
Then he retired from the scene:—

Macmillan selzed the relns from the
ground, and, walking up and down the
length,_of his six-horse team. began to ul-
dress them singly and in the mass in
terms ro sulphurounsly descrintive of their
ancestry, their babits and their plysical
and psychological  characteristick  that
when he gave the word in a mighty cul-
wminatlng roar of Masphemons exeltntion
each of the bemired beasts seemed to he
inspired with a special demon and so ex-
its
powerr that in a single minute the load
stood high and dry on solld ground.
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